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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, November 28, 1967/ Agraha-
yana 7, 1889 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Iqvi Tl & g

*301. =it WyeNg qEW : FT W@
qun gfe o g IO A FO G
f5:

(%) 71 aea F1 T 6 1960
# g § Qv g9, T, a9 a4
et & 777 77 W@ WE; AN

() afs g, @ 7 TR IR
HOITT T IAAF FEEN B 1960
3 wedi 9% 9T FEM F1 fEAR

FAEE?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE) : (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir. It is not possible at
present to distribute these commodities
at the prices prevailing in 1960. How-
ever, the Government have been taking
steps to keep their prices under check.

R WIE NATE  HEUE WEIRT, AN
wd wEEm ¥ qaemn i v PR Q@
& ¥fe fae™ w@d ot gy dfeay aar
e wfadi w1 gERET gAT W AT
S CIEE G R LI SR AR
faw 5w aT w1 faae gam & 7 R
faerz g @ @Y 3@ w0 @O IO
ety ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : No,
Sir; the specific problem of controlling
the prices of various commodities was
not discussed in the Chief Ministers’
Conference, though concern was ex-
pressed about the higher prices prevail-
ing in regard to foodgrains, etc., and
that is why the programme of procure-
ment bas been planned and it was ac-
cepted, by and large, by the Chief
Ministers’ Conference.

=t WA T : A AP, W
qf wEey g aand & fomaw s
It F Al & q At fee s
g I ag ¥ feumil ¥ 99 W,
faars, e, @ A1 99F 99 Y 9Ee
F 3 F 39 77 FW fafmg s F
g W sm et @ &7

SHRI , ANNASAHIB SHINDE :
Actually this question does not come
under the purview of the main Ques-
tion, but may I say that these factors
are taken into consideration by the Agri-
cultural Prices Commission while
making recommendations to the Gov-
ernment of India,

=it siteve WA A AERE, §
g AT J1gar g i faed awe 3 v
¥ wafs goR wrsAw fafieez 7
o wfww @1 3 & Ifefee
FIGAFIET F1 S5 F AT 3T JF IR
BTE ¥ 7 ¥ a9 A9 § T was
WY E A aafy @0 Bad o FIe
FSTgE T AR Y Wi wEw o
IO QW AT, 3qF arAAR W F
o 3 TR FA g WrE a1
AT TE W Y QAT FE
& T8 WY I F araeg AT Sfnfeae
WEATET F FF FE F AR AE
WSET T4 It AT EI g, Bl AT FT
T ? g BAad FEWE X g 0
MmN AT EI A FLN@E ?
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SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : As
a result of good crop prospects, there is
an apparent tendency of prices going
down. In fact, during the last 22 days
between the 28th October and the 18th
November, the cereal price index -has
shown a decline of 3.4 per cent as
agnmstanseof37percentdmmgme
corresponding period in 1966.

The second very important factor is
that the trend of market arrivals is so
encouraging, and the market arrivals are
almost 40 per cent higher as compared
to the figure during the corresponding
period of last year. In some States,
the increase has been very high, For
instance, in Madhya Pradesh, the mar-
ket arrivals in October have been
higher by 600 per cent; in. Madras,
they have been higher by 240 per cent,
and even in Kerala they have been
higher by 114 per cent, and
in West Bengal also they have
been higher by 60 per cent. There is
a very healthy tendency in the eco-
nomy, &specnally of the foodgrains
prices getting down to a lower level.

it sgreret g ATt - s wdew,
qft o & wES F¥ g 7 F fgw
T F FAfAW | gAY FAA X
@A AT | AT A AR Trar § A
TR AT IRATE 5 mragaa g fa
ARG FTHIL 58 AW 7 foamr &g a9
¥ foT avTe Suwew o, TR Suee
oY, T IEFT T A7 9 A S TR
agi gfgai srawrw ¥ fag swas o,
-2 #Y-5 g% ¥ fag ag Y g7 oa-
N 7 @, N & N @ 3 fAg ag
N e FW w, AR gEifE
FIL GTAY agT Iy 97 AT IFHT
AN SafEt a8 &, faoeht Faw 4
sfana RN @ AN a i e
74 7 fart ot AT # 9 g @

ITATH E, ITF I ¥ FIATTE T

ot v A E?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE:
This question. is different from the main
question, but I may say that the prices
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had risen mainly because of severe
drought conditions and steep fall in
the production of agricultural commo-
dities during the last two years.

SHRI M. S. MURTI: What bas
happened to the proposal to start a con-

sumer commodity corporation very
shortly ?
SHRI RANGA : Another corpo-
ration ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: That
is not under contemplation at the mo-
ment,

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: May 1
know whether Government are aware
that the blanket powers which the Cen-
tral Government have to control and
regulate the prices of consumer commo-
dities have created problems for the
States in the matter of regulation of
prices of certain consumer goods like
oil and sugar, and if so, what steps they
have taken to help the State Govem-
ments in this regard ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE:
Actually, the prices of most of these
commodities are controlled under the
Essential Commodities Act, and the ne-
cessary powers have been delegated to
the State Governments to take effective
steps for checking prices. But as I have
mentioned, due to various other diffi-
culties and various adverse trends in the
economy, the prices had gone up steep-
ly during the last few years, and there
is no denying that fact,

SHRIMATI SHARDA MUKERIJEE:
In the past, the procurement policy had
resulted in getting not even 5 per cent
of the total production in the country.
In view of the fact that there are mow
very good crop prospects and the foed
production is going to be 95 million
tonnes, may I know the Government's
estimate in regard to procurement of
foodgrains for the current year?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : We
expect to procure about 7 to 8 million
tonnes. That is the broad estimate indi-
cated by the Agricultural Prices Com-
mission. At the Chief Ministers’ Con-
ference also this matter came up, and
it was broadly suggested that it would
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be possible to procure about 6 to 7
million tonnes.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: It has
now become an admitted fact that the
Government have miserably failed to
hold the price-line or at least check fur-
ther rise in prices. It is a fact or has
it been brought to the notice of the hon.
Minister that the retail prices of all
commodities are much higher than the
wholesale prices? Have adequate steps
been taken to check the rise in prices
by bringing forward some sort of legis-
lation imposing deterrent  punishment
on blackmarketeers and hoarders ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: Very
stringent provisions are already there.
A bill is also before Parliament to make
the provisions still more stringent.

As far as the difference between the
whole-sale and retail prices is concern-
ed, this difference is. there even in nor-
mal periods. But as far as foodgrains
are concerped, for instance, as a result
of formal and informal rationing, about
240 million people are covered and
foodgrains are made available at a
reasonable price to a large section of
the population. Similarly certain other
commodities are controlled . ...

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE :
saying that it is not available
open market,

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: In
the open market, the disparity between
wholesale and retail price is there, But
1 quite agree with the hon. Member
that in the case of certain commodities,
the disparity is much more than the
reasonable level,

ot mrsivee wwt : waT el wEe W@
wrgw & 5 gfamn & swx fog 2w
WS ATE IZIUXAG T WG 100 Fo
T a7 a1 ot wrr o wRi -
Hz R vl o, qafE vt I g T W
80 %o ferew ¥ wmaR a8 syt WA
a1 f5 saw AR STy Wtk sw
e WA fTC T | T T awi 9T

I am
in the
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TN F oW TR A §, & I
¥ g 5 a7t fasew Ffea wr
B TIAREAT W@ ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : The
Government of India are not responsi-
ble for inflating the prices, as has been
alleged by the hon. Member. In fact,
procurement prices have been prevail-
ing in various States and these were
announced in consultation with the Cen-
tral Government.  Foodgrains which
were available in various States were
procured; in some States, where effec-
tive machinery is in operation, it has
gone on well; in others where the far-
mers continue to hold their stocks,
some lacunae were there; the farmers
did not sale in the expectation that they
would get higher prices later.

SHRI RANGA : The facts revealed
by my hon. friend do not strengthen
his own optimism that the prices are
coming down in a very healthy manner.
He only said that in the last 22 days the
prices have come down by 3.5 per cent
whereas arrivals in the markets have
gone up from 50 to 60 per cent from
State to State. How is it that the arri-
vals are 50 per cent more than last
year but the downward trend only indi-
cates a figure of 3.5 per cent? May
1 know whether they have increased the
number of fair price shops or are main-
taining the existng fair price shops in
all the places properly ? Are any steps
being taken to open more fair price
shops to make available larger quanti-
ties of foodgrains in the drought-affect-
ed areas as also the cyclone—and flood-
hit areas in the north as well as in the
south, specially Orissa State ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: .
What I said was that that the market
arrivals have been more by about 40
per cent. In some cases, it has gome
cven upto 600 per cent. It has varied
between 40 and 600 per cent. It wilt
take some times before the full impact
of the arrivals on the price level be-
comes felt. This may happen in a
month or two and it is not expected
immedjately in the post-harvest period.

It will take some time.
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As regards opening fair price shops,
we have opened a large number of fair
price shops all over the country. The
number at preseat is 1,53,000. If in a
locality there are some special difficul-
ties, that can be taken into considera-
tion, by the concerned State Government
and more fair price shops can be
opened. But the Government of India’s
policy at the moment is not to increasc
the number of far price shops.

SHRI RANGA: In the drought-
affected areas ?

THE MINISTER OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE (SHRI JAGIJIWAN
RAM) : In drought affected areas, it
is for the State Governments concern-
ed to start relief operations. What 1
have done is that we have allotted gift
wheat or gift maize, to State Govern-
ments for free distribution in the
drought-affected areas among the poor-
er sections of society.

SHRI RANGA : Was anything done
in Orissa and Bihar?
SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: Yes, I

have allotted gift wheat and maize to
all these areas.

SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA : In
view of the difficulties that have ariscn
in checking prices and also in prevent-
ing malpractices in the crop of food-
grains and other essential consumer
goods, will the Government consider
organising producer-cum-consumer co-
operative societies in place of the pre-
sent co-operative consumer stores which
are not very useful to the ordinary man
especially in the rural areas ?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE :
Government is giving every positive help
in regard to the organisation of co-ope-
rative consumer stores all over the
country, and there is no lack of policy
support from the Governmeat, even
monetary support is there, and we wish
people come forward voluntarily to
organise more co-operative societies in
cities as well as in the rural areas, so
that the needs of the consumers are
met

SHRI K SURYANARAYANA :
Not only consumers, but producer-cum-
consumer societies.
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it ST wwRd s, w A
Rt St SSfYaT T F A g A
X IFTCHT sz avew fawrar, forgi
I T AT 39 AR FTHaq fowam ar
5 Sowiaar awgal 4, S 2ot & geat
# afg =1 wr<wr fawra s et w39
Fot T IS, ¥ ¥ @AM,
AI A I §? afe g, 1 78 A Qv
F 7 TR T AT A @ ?

=t AT T FEET B gEAT
g7 # frel o7 @R ¥ 99 ¥ )
arg ¢ 1 feT Tog g § IO
gasar F@ ¥ 47 w1 Svar arfe
AT A qd

=t eI el ;o ¥ @i q
fasar § i weg 92w =1 frse f=ze oo
faar &

sft TR TR 3 aY e dm
A & oz frey @Y & 1| ST oF
T gt § e qade @ wwEe
A feara@ R § a9 *gar 5
ag § ot 7 FT AFATE |

=t e Wl o &

oY FTEA T : T, AT AGF FTC
5T § 1 9E AT § fAR S% ¥
g
SHRI HEM BARUA: On u pre-

vious occasion I remember the bon
Deputy Prime Minister said ..

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : He
is not here.

SHRI HEM BARUA : Unfortunate-
ly he is not here, but Mr. Jagjiwan Ram
is here. The hon. Deputy Prime Mi-
nister then made a statement to the
effect that he would never allow the
prices of consumer goods or other
goods to go up and would take steps te
check rising prices, an assuraace that
raised high hopes in the minds of the
people, the consumers. In that context,
may I know whether our hon. Minister
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would be in a position to enlighten us
about the steps taken by his Deputy
Prime Minister to check prices in this
country becausg in spite of his assur-
ance, prices are rising beyond the pur-
chasing capacity of the poor man, the
common man ?

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: By and
large the prices of foodgrains have their
reaction on the prices of manufactured
commodities. With good prospects of
crop, a lower trend is noticeable in
foodgrain prices, when the main harvest
has still to come in and arrive in the
market. There i no doubt that there
will be an appreciable fall in the prices
of foodgrains, and it will have its effect
on the prices of other commodities.

SHRI NAMBIAR : Is it wishful
thinking ?

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: It is real
thinking,

SHRI HEM BARUA : He has not
replied to my question. He is indulg-
ing in pious hopes that because of the
good harvest prices may fall. I was
interested in knowing t.he steps  that
Government have taken in the light of
the assurance given by the Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr. Morarji Desai,

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: One im-
portant step that has been taken is the
amendment of the Essential Commodi-
ties Act which is coming before the
House.

MR. SPEAKER : We are having a
food debate, he is giving us some time.
We have spent 20 m'nutes, and still so
many people are there. If you want to
continue this, I do not mind.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA : On the
question of foodgrain prices, in view of
the conflicting interests of the wurban

tion and the rural population, the
policy of cheap foodgrains has been to
greatest disincentive to the production
of more foodgrains in our country. I
would like also to point out to the hon.
Minister that if an increase in food pro-
duction leads to a proportionate fall
in prices, then the primary producer
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stands where he is. The only contri-
bution to the rising prices is that which
is added by the middlemen which may
be avoided, because that is not....

MR. SPEAKER : We are not dis-
cussing anything; please put your ques-
tion.

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA : I want
an assurance that the policy of cheap
foodgrains is not continued. (Interrup-
tion)

MR. SPEAKER : We are not dis-
cussmg all those questions mow. Next
question.

ft firaeew Wy 7 wriAT F<aT g
% "o 325 ®Y WY wg § ¥ feww
Cic
MR. SPEAKER : Yes.

F.A.O. CONFERENCE

+
*302. SHRI SHIVA CHANDRA
JHA :

SHRI MAYAVAN :

Will the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that he atten-
ded the Conference of F.A O. in Rome;
and

(b) if so, the subjects discussed at
the Conference ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE) : (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Besides other formal items, the
following important subjects were dis-
cussed at the Conference :—

(i) F.A.O.'s Foor Production Re-
sources Programme;

(ii) Indicative World Plan for
Agricultural Development;

(iii) Review of the F.A.O’s Gene-
ral Structure;





