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Shri K. C. Pant: Is the Government
aware that the observatory at Naini
‘T'al is equipped to study the movement
of space crafts? 1If so, may I know
why it was not utilized to make a sys-
tematic study of these cosmonauts?

Mr. Speaker: That question was al-
ready put.

6 Import of Ammunition

*855. Shri Bireadra Bahadur Singh:
Will the Minister of Commerce and
Industry be pleased to state the
amount of foreign exchange involved
in the import of ammunition, both for
sporting rifles and shot gpuns during
1959, 1960 and 1961-627

The Minister of International Trade
in the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): The
values of imports during 1959, 1960
and 1961-62 were Rs.  §,24,000,
Rs. 8,04,000 and Rs. 8,31,000 respec-
tively.
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Shri Birendra Bahadur Singh: May
I know what charge or bore of cartrid-
ges were imported when this foreign
exchange was allotted?

Shri Manobhai Shah: There are
different sizes—'22 inches rifle, 302
and various other categories which I
have mentioned several times in this
House,

Shri Birendra Bahadur Singh: What
is the position of heavy bore cartrid-
ges for tourists and sportsmen?

Shri Manubhai Shah: With regard
to some of the heavy-bore cartridges
which are not yet made in India I
may assure the House that if the
hon. Member or the Indian Rifle
Association bring it to out notice, a
small quota would be permitted.

Shri Tyagi: In wiew of the fact
that our ordnance factories are fully
equipped to manufacture all types of
this ammunition, why are we import-
ing it from outside?

Shri Manubhai Shah: We are not
importing it and that is precisely the
question. Last time, hon. Member
showed some interest and suggested
that we should allow some import. I
may mention here that those which
we can manufacture here we are fully
manufacturing, and that is why a total
ban has been imposed. But, speaking
of the past, there are wvarious bores
and various sizes of rifle and gun
which are operating in the country
that it is not possible to manufacture
cartridges of every size within the
country,

Shri Tyagi: -22 is being manufac-
tured here.

Shri Bhanu Prakash: Singh: What
quota is allotted to the National Rifle
Association out of these imported
cartridges and is it allotted at some
concession rate?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It is allotted
at import price plus the normal
expenses. Most of it goes to the re-
cognised rifle associations including
the National Rifle Association.





