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LOK SABHA

Friday, August 31, 1962/Bhadra 9, 
1884 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of
the Clock.

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Manufacture of Tractors

f  Shri Subodh Hansda:
*721 J Shri S* C' Samanta:

Shri B. K. Das:
 ̂ Shri M. L. Dwivedi:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
4Xil;ure be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Britain 
is producing cheap tractors suitable 
for bridging bullocks and conventional 
tractors;

(b) whether they are specially
designed to suit the East Asian Coun­
tries; and

(c) if so, whether Government pro­
pose to bring such tractors in our 
country and plan, to manufacture
them?

The Minister of State in the Ministry 
•f Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram 
Subhag Singh): (a) Britain is produc­
ing a wide range of tractors includ­
ing small tractors in 2 to 9 H.P. range.

(b) Although some of these small 
tractors may be suitable for East 
Aslan Countries, it cannot be said 
that these are specially designed for
these countries.

(c) On account of foreign exchange
difficulties, it is not possible to permit
10M (Ai) LS—1.
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import in large number of these small 
tractors from U.K. But a licence has 
already been given to M|s. East 
Asiatic Co., Bombay for production of
a British tractor viz. ‘Landmaster'
(4:5 HP) in the country. The firm is 
expected to start production shortly.

Shri Subodh Hansda: The Minister
stated that one factory has been given
a licence for the production of this 
sort of tractor. May I know what is 
the target of production of this 
factory?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: 24,000
tractors per annum.

Shri Subodh Hansda: What is the
GovernmciK’b contemplation in regard
to the prototype small tractors that 
have been produced by the defence
organisation at Cussipore and may I 
know whether the Government in­
tends to manufacture that sort of
tractor?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Recently,
I say that tractor at Ludhiana and it 
seems to me to be quite suitable and 
it is going to be exhibited at Chandi­
garh also shortly.
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Shri B. K. Das: What would be the 
price of such a tractor mentioned by 
the hon. Minister?

Dr. Raai Subhag Singh: The price
that was determined previously is in 
existence but when we start manu­
facturing a large number of tractors, 
as we are going to do according to 
our programme, the prices will have 
to be fixed according to the pocket of 
the farmers.
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Dr. Ranen Sen: Is there any scheme 
to manufacture tractors in India with 
the help of socialist countries, parti­
cularly Soviet Union or Czechoslo­
vakia?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Actually, 
the hon. Member may feel h a p p y  to 
know that our practice is to import 
tractors and spare-parts mostly these 
days from the east European countries 
including U.S.S.R.

Mr. Speaker: The question was
about the manufacture with the assist­
ance of socialist countries.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: So far it is
banned to give any licence up to the 
30th September^ and after that date? 
that thing might be considered.
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Shri K. N. Pande: Kindly look to
this side also.

Mr. Speaker: I had looked to that 
side also. All Members cannot be 
called. Njt that I did not look to 
that side.

Shri Har| Vishnu Kamath: You
have got three eyes—one for the right, 
one for the left and one for the .■’entre.

Major Equipments for Irrigation and 
Power Projects

“h
f Sliri S. C. Samanta:

•722 J Shri Subodh Hansda:
) Shri B. K. Das:
L Sriri M. L. Dwivedi:

Will the Minister of Irrigation and 
Power be pleased to state:

(a) whether the detailed study of 
the production capacity of workshops 
in India which supply major equip­
ments for irrigation and power pro­
jects has been completed;

(b) if so, the present capacity of 
the workshops;

(c) whether any recommendations 
have been made; and

(d) if so, what are those recom­
mendations?

The Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Irrigation and Power (Shri 
Alagesan): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d). The recommendations 
of the Study Group set up for making 
an assessment of the present capacity 
of workshops for manufacture of 
equipment required for irrigation and 
power projects will be known on re­
ceipt of their report which is expect­
ed shortly.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
the number of workshops visited by 
the study group?

Shri Alagesan: The members of the 
committee visited as many as 110  
workshops which are engaged in the 
manufacture of these equipments.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know
whether some of the factories visited 
by this study team were already pre­
paring some spare parts and some ins­
truments?

Shri Alagesan: They visited such of 
the workshops which are engaged in 
the manufacture of such things like 
gates and hoists and transmission 
towers, etc.

When the full report of the com­
mittee is received, we will be able to 
know the details. The study ,;roup 
was asked to assess the requirements 
of these items in the country an.1 how 
far they can be indigenously manu­
factured.

Mr. Speaker: When the hon. Mem­
ber stands up, I do not look that side; 
when look that side, he does not 
stand up.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: In view of the 
fact that the workshops are function­
ing, may I know what is the quantity 
of instruments which are still b^ing 
imported and which we arc not able 
to manufacture here?

Shri Alagesan: As a result of the 
preliminary study, it is now known 
that the requirements of penstocks 
can be mot from the present avail­
able capacity, but as far as gates and 
hoists and transmission towers are 
concerned, we may have to import a
portion of our requirements.




