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LOK SABHA

Monday, November 12, 1962/ Kartika
21, 1884 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKRER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Rise in Prices

+
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Shri Tridib Kumar
Chaudhuri:

Shri Hem Raj:

Shri Yallamanda Reddy:

Shri Bishanchander Seth:

Shri A. N. Vidyalankar:

Shri Tan Singh:*

Shri Warior:

Shri P. K. Deo:

Maharajkumar Vijaya
Ananda:

| Shri Maheswar Naik:

Will the Minister of Planning be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Planning Commis-
sion has decided to return to the
scheme of licensing wholesale dealers
in essential commodities as a step to
check rise in prices;

(b) if so, what steps have been
taken in pursuance of this decision;
and

(c) what other measures have been
evolved by the Commission to arrest
the rise in prices of essential com-
modities?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Labour and Employment and
for Planning (Shri C. R. Pattabhi
Raman): (a) to (c). Attention is
invited to the Statement placed on
the Table of the Lok Sabha on
November 10, 1962.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether any specific measures have
been taken by the Government to
check the rise in prices in border
States and to regulate and maintain
the supply to the border States?

Shri C. R. Pattabhi Raman: All
these are measures which are being
examined and steps are taken as and
when they become necessary.
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Shri Rameshwar Tantia: The Minis-
ter of Planning, Labour and Employ-
ment declared in the House on the
10th November, 1962 that a high level
committee would be appointed to hold
the price-line. May I know what
will be the composition of the Com-
mittee and whether it will include
any non-official members?

Mr. Speaker: Why should he anti-
clpate it? Government will do all
that in time.
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The Minister of Planning and
Labour and Employment (Shri
Nanda): I have also indicated that
further consideration is being given
to other articles which are not in-
cluded in that statement.
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Shri D, C. Sharma: May I know
what steps will the Government take
to control the retail prices of con-
sumer goods?

Shri Nanda: In that statement, I set
out certain proposals for the estab-
lishment of central stores and pri-
mary consumers’ stores. That is one
of the measures. It was also indicat-
ed that the retail dealers will be
asked to display the prices of the
commodities which are sold in the
shops. There are other measures also.
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Shri S. C. Samanta: From the state-
ment, I find that the stores will be
opened mostly in towns. May I know
what arrangements have been made
for the rural areas?

Shri Nanda: In the rural areas, the
problem is not of the same kind.
These shops will not necessarily be
in very big cities or very large towns.
They can also be in smaller towns.

Shrimati Renuka Ray: From the
statement it appears that the Minis-
ter is very optimistic about the res-
ponsge from trade and industry regard-
ing prices. In view of the past experi-
ence in other countries....

Mr, Speaker: Is she going to give a
pessimistic point about it?

Shrimati Renuka Ray: I mean the
forward areas, particularly in border
areas like Assam and West Bengal.
Would it not be necessary to take
effective measures immediately to
prevent the sort of things that might
take place?

Mr. Speaker: That is a suggesiion
for action.

Shrimati Renuka Ray: I want to
know if any steps are being taken.

Mr. Speaker: The first question that
was put is a suggestion. Now, the
question whether any steps are being
taken may be answered.

Shri Nanda: The steps to be taken
will be necessarily in proportion to
the need. Since the need is greater
there, certainly more intensive steps
will be taken.
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Dr. L. M, Singhvi: What steps have
been taken to keep sufficient stocks in
the frontier areas to keep the prices
down?

Shri C. R. Pattabhi Raman: Suffi-
cient stocks are being kept in places
where there are godowns. In regard
to the wholesale shops, wholesale and
central stores will cover every town
with a population of one lakh or more.
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Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: The
hon. Minister is reported to have
stated that the Bharat Sevak Samaj
will be used to smash profiteering.
May I know what the Bharat Sevak
Samaj has done in this matter and
how it is geared up for this purpose?

Shri Nanda: I welcome this oppor-
tunity to clear some things which are
not true at all. Any reports might
appear in the papers. Reverting to
the earlier question, about the pessi-
mistic view of what is going to hap-
pen, I had said that action should be
taken against the profiteers and black-
marketeers. That was misinterpreted
in certain quarters. There is no
aquestion of either pessimism or opti-
mism. We must take action suited to
the conditions.
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Shri Warior: May I know whether,
apart from the Central Government’s
action, the State Governments have
taken any action and reported it to
the Centre, namely, about the rise in
prices and measures to check it?

Shri Nanda: The State Govern-
ments necessarily have to put the
policies into operation in their own
areas.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: One of the
causes that lead to a rise in price is
the speculation in foodgrains. May I
know whether the Governiment is
going to stop speculation in food-
grains?

Shri Nanda: These are other aspects
of price policy which are certainly
going to be carried out.
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M.Ps’ Delegation to Ladakh
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