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are even going to alter the name 
perhaps. 

Graduate Course in Tea 

.-34 f ,~,,-; A. V. Raghavan: 
• . \.. Shri P. n:unhan: 

Will the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is a proposal for 
the introduction of a graduate course 
in tea at the Assam Agricultural 

. College; 

(0) the contribution of the Tea 
Board for this scheme; 

(c) the dllration of the cou I'se and 
the method of sclection; and 

(d) when the course will com-
mence? 

The Minister of International Trade 
in the MInistcy of COnUnerce and 
IndllStry (Shri Manubhai Shah): ( a) 
Yes, Sir. The proposal is to intro-
duce an integrated B.Sc. Degree Course 
in Agriculture :n the Assam Agricul-
tural College, JOl'hat, with prevision 
for specialisation in Tea and vegeta-
tive propagation. 

(b) Non-recurring expenditure; 
Rs. 3,70,000. 

Recurring: Rs. 30,500 per annum. 

(c) Four years course. Though the 
details have not been fmallsed it is 
tent3tively proposed that the Selec-
tion Board to be constituted by the 
Assam Government will associate the 
representatives of the Tca Board and 
the tea industry. The selections will 
be on all-India basis. Government 
also p~oposes to institute similar 
COli rses for other such crops. 

(d) The coursl' is expected to com-
men~~ from the ensuing academic 
year. 

f':h!'i A. V. Raghwan: May I know 
the minimum qUalification for admis-
sion to this course and whether. stu-
dents frnm the tea-growing areas will 
bp givf'n preference! 

Shri Manubhail Shah: The latter 
part of the question is correct: they 
will be given first preference. We do 
not have tea specialists as far as the 
agricultural part of it is concerned. 

Shri A. V. Raghavan: What is the 
number of students that will be admit-
ted next year? 

Shri Manubhal Shah: Tentatively, 
it is 20. It may be increased if the 
demand is more. 

Sltri Hem Barua: May I knOW if it 
is a fact that the Government of Assam 
has approached the Central Govern-
ment with a proposal to upgrade this 
agricultural college at Jorhat to an 
Agricultural University and, if so, 
may I know what is the reaction of 
the Government to that proposal? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: That will faIl 
within the purview of the Education 
Ministry. We are more concerned 
with plantation, technology and agri-
culture. which we nre trying to 
implement. 

Shri Kunhan: May I know whether 
there is any proposal to extend this 
course to any other tea-growing State 
like Kerala? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: Both Kerala 
and Madras are under consideration. 
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Shri lIarish Chandra Mathur: Is it 
the intention of the Government to 
restrict the employment in the tea 
gardens to the people coming out of 
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this college only, because that is likely 
10 follow, and, if it is not the inten-
tion, what corrective measures do the 
'Government propose to take in this 
rt.:'f.ard~ 

SI.ri Mallubha:i Shah: This is for 
.sp<'cialisatlOn at a high level. The 
<juestinn of employment does not arise 
in this. The employment of labour in 
te:. g.lrdl'llS is a thing which is pre-
pond~rilntly based on local conditions. 
It will be ('onfined to technical people, 
but pr"fercnce will be given to those 
who are. specialists rather than non-
·spt'clali~ts. 

Shrimati Akkamma Devi: In view 
0f the fact that there are many 
thousands of small growers of tea in 
(Jur l'ountry, may I know whether this 
graduate course in tea will benefit 
these small growprs also? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: That is a very 
good suggestion. As I said earlier, 
'We are going to do it in Madras also. 

Shri Thlrumala Rao: May I know 
v.-hcther tea-tasting will also be one 
.of the subjects taught in this course? 

Shri Manubha.i Shah: As I said, this 
is in regard to agriculture. But in 
regard to tea-tasting, we have world-
known Indian specialists in India. 
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Credit Facilities to Foreign CountrIM 
by S.T.C. 

+ r Shrl Subodh 1Iansda: 
''''35. J ~hr~ S. C. Samanta: 

I Shn B. K. Das: 
L Shri M. L. Dwiveell: 

Will the Minister of Commerce aDcl 
Industry be pleased to statc: 

(a) whether it is a fact that State 
Trading Corporation are aIlowing 
credit facilitics to certain countries to 
overcome their rupee .payment diftl.-
culty; 

(b) if so, the names of the countri9 
enjoying the facility; and 

(c) the' total amount of credit 
advanced so far by exporting iron ore 
to those eountries? 

The Minister of International Trade 
in the Ministry of Commerce l1li4 
Industry (Shrl Manubhal Shah): (a) 
Yes, Sir 

(b) Switzerland only at present. 

(c) The- total amount advanced b1 
Sl"te Trading Corporation for iron 
are export was Rs. 302.70 lakhs, and 
it has all been repaid. 

Shri SubOllh I1ansda: May I know 
whether the quantity of iron ore that 
is exported has increased since thelll! 
credit facilities were given? 

Shri Manubhai Shah: It is for the 
export of iron are that a sum of 
Rs 30270 13khs was given. 

Shri Subodh lIansda: want to 
know whether the export has increas-
ed and, if so, to what extent, since 
these credit facilities havr been 
allowed. 

Shri Manubhal Shah: If the credits 
were not there, this export WOuld not 
have taken place. But, if the hon. 
Member wants to know about the 




