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I cannot allow this. Next question.
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Mr. Speaker: Next
cannot allow that.

question. 1

MIGs
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| Shri Bade:
Shri Buta Singh:
Shri Narasimha Reddy:
Shri D. D. Mantri:

| Shri D. C. Sharma:

| Shri P. C. Borooah:

Wil] the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) the progress made so far in
the manufacture of MIG-21 fighter
planes with Russian technical colla-
boration;

(b) whe the first Indian MIG will
be test-flown;

(c) the progress made in the set-
ting up of the two factories in
Maharashtra and Orissa; and

(d) the number of Indian pilots
who have undergone specialisation in
MIG Training?

The Minister of Defence Production
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri
Raghuramaiah): (a) The preparation
of the project reports for the manu-
facture of airframes and engines of
MIG-21 fighter planes is neating com-
pletion.

(b) It is too early to fix a target
date.

(¢) The design of the airframe and
engine factories in relation to the
township, runway etc. and the layout
of various shops has beerrTinalised.
Land has been demarcated and
acquisit‘on proceedings by the State
Governments are under way  The
civil construction work will com-
mence shortly.

(d) Seven I.AF. Pilots have under-
gone training in the U.S.S.R. on
MIG-21 aircraft,
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Shri Raghuramaiah: MIG-21 modi-
fied version which is agreed to be
given to us is expected to perform
certain specific functions and certain
modifications have been suggested,
and we are taking it up.

Mr. Speaker: The question was
whether by this time they have be-
come out of date.

Shri Raghuramaiah: I have ex-
plaineq that, Sir. There js no plane
which will not go outmoded; by the
time one plane goes into manufacture,
later development comes. I have
said that so far as this is concerned,
after the emergency and especially in
the light of it, we have suggested
certain improvements,
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Shri Raghuramaiah: I cannot say
off-hand; I have not got the figures.

Shri Ranga: Can the Government
say that they cannot say how much
they had to spend; they must have
some ready estimates: some rough
estimates.

The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs and Minister of
Atomic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): Governmen: has no doubt
got that information but he said that
he has not got it here, at present.

Shri Harj Vishnu Kamuath: After
the recent accentuation of the cold
war belween the Soviet Union and
China and the widening of the rift
between them, has Russia waived or
lifted the condition imposed earlier
that the MIGs supplied by them
should not be used for fighting pur-
poses, for fighting the aggressor but
only for training purposes?

Shri Raghuramaiah: As far as 1
am aware there has been no condition
of that nature imposed on the manu-
facturing programme.
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Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: No; 1
referred to the ones supplied by
them. There was a condition
imposed. I think the Prime Minister
told us last time. Have they waived
the condition that they are only for
training purposes and not for fighting
purposes?

Shri Jawaharla] Nehru: I do not
remember having said anything of
that kind. There is no restriction or
condition placed on us.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Orn the
MIGs supplied by the Russians, are
there no such conditions?

Shri Jawaharla] Nehru: No.
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Shri Raghuramaial: I have alreacy
said in answer to a question by an
hon. Member that I do not have
these figures now. If notice is given,
1 shal] look into them.

Shri S. M, Banerjec: Apart irom
the MIG factories, I want to know
the number of MIGs which they are

likely to supply to us in the near
future.

Shri Raghuramaiah: Six or seven
have come. Some more are due. The
rest are to be manufactured in this
country.

Shri- Kapur Singh: What are the
reasons for countermanding the
origina] proposal to locate the MIG
factory at Chandigarh?

Shri Raghuramaiah: I am not aware
that there was ever any proposal to
locate it at Chandigarh. The location
of the factory has been decided in
consultation with Russian experts
and on their advice.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: Will this
MIG aircraft fulfil our requirements
of high level jet aircraft which we
should use in conjunction with the
type of radar equipment which is
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now being supplied to ug under the
joint air exercises scheme?

Shri Raghuramaiah: This hag noth-
ing to do with any general overall
scheme like that; each plane hag its
own part to play in the overall
defence of the country,
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Shri Raghuramaiah: This meets

certain requirements of the Air
Force.
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Shri Raghuramaiah: The House

knows that we are manufacturing
planes in the HAL in Bangalore....
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Shri Raghuramaiah: At the HAT,
Bangalore, and at Kanpur, we are

already =~ manufacturing  transport
aircraft, planes. This will be in
addition.
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Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that the logistics of defence de-
pend on our capacity to gain air
effectiveness as early as possible, may
I know what steps the Government
have taken to hasten the supply or
manufacture of MIG 21 and may I
also know the terms of collaboration
with Soviet Russia so far as the pre-
sent is concerned?

Shri Raghuramaiah: As I stated in
the answer, the project reports are
under preparation ‘n collaboration
with the Russian technicians who are
here and the various steps taken to
expedite the process are indicated in
the answer. We are doing our best to
see that the manufacturing programme
goes on quickly,

Mr. Speaker: The terms.
Shri Raghuramaiah: I must submit
that as at present advised, it may not

be in the public interest to disclose
the entire terms.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: On a
point of order. I asked the same
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question last time, about three months
ago, and the same answer was given,
namely, that it was not in the public
interest. You, Sir, have held often
but not invariably that the Minister
is the ultimate judge, but on one
occasion, I remember, when the for-
mer Defence Minister was on the
mat—was answering questions—you
did rule on that occasion that that
particuiar answer that he gave could
not be covered by the very convenient
phrase, ‘“public interest”, -and you
asked him, rather forced him, to give
the answer, So, what secret can there
be about it? It is a continuing colla-
boration and the factory is coming
up. I request you to consider the
matter. Everytime the Government
is taking cover under “public inte-
rest”. It seems to be only the Gov-

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. Ulti-
mately, if the executive has to carry
on the administration it aiso has to be
given some discretion unless we see
that something is being concealed or
suppressed from this House unneces-
sarily, but otherwise ordinarily we
shall have to give this option to the
Minister that he must decide whether
at a particular moment soame inform-
ation is to be given or not. If I did
not apply it uniformly, that shows
that everything depends upon the
circumstances of each case.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: In all
humility, Sir, I would request you
very earnestly to bring to bear your
mature judgment and wisdom on
every such answer that is given by
the Ministers.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: May I say
a word, Sir? I am thankful for your
decision on the subject, but may I
point out that it was not so much
our desire” to keep anything secret?
Sometimes it may be, but when we
come to terms with another Govern-
ment, the other Government’s wishes
have also to be considered, for var-
ioug reasons, because they have deal-
ings with others too, and it might em-
barrass them if others knew what
their terms to us were.
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Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: That is
all right.

Shri Hem Barua: He has replied in
a genera] way. It is rather vague.
He did not say whether Russia has
imposed any restriction of that sort
on us. (Interruption).

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: That is
satisfactory now.

Mr. Speaker:
Bade.

Orler, order--Shri

ATy F O A F qyr w
q1 - —

“the progress made in the sett-
ing up of the two factories in
Maharashtfra and Orissa;”
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Shri Raghuramaiah: It is difficult
at this stage to give any fixed dates,
but our exgecta#ion is, assuming that
the machinery comes within tume, that
it might be possible to start produc-
tion, whatever be the stage of it be-
cause it will be progressive produc-
tion starting with assembly and so on,
towards the end of 1965.

ot gETEER ey ¢ Ey gE F
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Mr. Speaker: il2 wants to know
whether there were any negotiations
for the manufacture of such aircraft

with any other country; if so, what
wags the result.

Shri Jawaharla) Nehru: We have
been in touch with other countries.
In fact, the Avro which we have
made—and we intend going ahead
with it—is not a fighter plane but it
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is a plane manufactured through a
British company. It is with a British
company that this contract has been
made. And, always when these de-
cisions are made the possibilities of
getting them from elsewhere are kept
in view and we have information
about thm,

Shri D. C. Sharma: The hon. Minis-
ter said that seven pilots have been
trained in this particular field. May
I know if that number is adequate; if
not, what other arrangements are be-
ing made for the training of more
pilots?

Shri Raghuramaial: Under the
agreement, 12 pilots, 84 ground engi-
neering technical personnel, certain
other officers and men of other ranks
are due for training. It is only a
part of the contingent.

Shri Tyagi: With regard to part
(c) of the question the heon. Minis-
ter was requested to give the House
an idea of the progress made. I do
not think there is any ‘public interest’
involved in it. In fact, the Parlia-
ment is anxious to see what pro-
gress hag been made. Have the
buildings been put up? Have the
plants been erected? Has the land
been selected? What ig the progress
that has been made?

Shri Raghuramaiah: I am afraid
there is some misapprehension, 1
never pleaded any ‘public ingerest’ in
this connection. The information is
fully given in answer to part (c¢) of
the question. The present position is
that the lay-outs etc., have been pre-
pared, the sitting boards have given
their decision, land acquisition pro-
ceedings have commenced both in
Orissa and Maharashtra and the State
Governments have been authoriseq to
construct the civil buildings. That
progress I have already inflicated.

Shri Tyagi: This is no material
progress that has been made. It is
all in sanctions only. This is no de-
fence (Interruptions).
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Mr, Speaker: Order, order. He is
commenting upon the progress now
(Interruptions). Order, order. These
are comments that are being made on
the progress that has been made and
not any information that is being
sought (Interruption). Why should
he go on putting questions like this?

Shri Tyagi: The question is so im-
portant from the national point of
view. This is only sanction. No pro-
gress has been made.

Mr. Speaker: Then, what should I
do?

Shri Tyagi: You must request the
Government just to expedite things.

Mr. Speaker: The answer has been
given. I do not see what further can
be done by me. It may not be ade-
quate, but that is a different matter.

Shri Tyagi: It must be taken serious-
ly by the Government.

Shri Bade: We want the machinery.

Shri Ranga: We cannopt help msk-
ing observations.

Mr. Speaker: If no progress is made
what can 1 do?

Shri Ranga: Then please do not
take objection to the observations.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Ranga should
realise that if this is allowed for
every Member about 3 dozep of them,
and they go on making observations
in this manner, we cannot proceed in
an orderly manner.

Shri Ranga: We Jo nct do it every
¥ime. \

Mr. Speaker: If it be only on this
question, even then there ought to be
some order maintained.

Shri Bhakt Darshan: I understand
that the few MIG planes thaat have
been supplied by Soviet Russia so far
have come to India by the sea route.
May I know why they were not
brought by air?
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Shri Raghuramaiah: I{ was consi-
dered more feasible to bring them
by sea, I understand.
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Gliders

Shri Bishanchander Seth:
Shrimati Renuka Barkataki:
| Shri Basumatari:
|_Shri D. C. Sharma:

Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

[‘ Shri Yashpal Singh:
{

*419.

(a) whether it is a fact that the
first glider manufactured by the
Indian Air Force was successfully
launched;

(b) if so, the nature of service that
will be rendered by the glider: and

(c) the number of gliders to Ye
manufactured every year?

The Minister of Defence Production
in the Ministry of Defence (Shri
Raghuramaiah): (a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) Gliders are being manufacturea
for National Cadet Curps tc make the
Cadets air-minded.

(c) 1t is expected to achieve the
produtcion rate of 5 gliders per month
in the near future.

Y araTe fag - Fr & o @ g
f fafaer gfwr oo & fordt qg vt
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Shri Raghuramaiah: At the prescnt
moment, we are carrying out the Air
Force orders. We shall certainly be
happy to manufacture any gliders
required by the civilian sector pro-
vided priority is given to our own
requirements.
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Shri Raghuramaiah: We have so far
completed 25 gliders.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
whether the total requirements of our
National Cadet Corps and of our civi-
lian population in this matter will be
met by this company and, if so, how
long will it take for this concern to
be able to supply all the needs of the
country in both the fields?

Shrij Raghuramaiah: I have not got
with me any assessment of the total
national requirements. 1 understand
there are some other concerns of our
own which are also manufacturing
gliders. Whatever capacity we have,
we shall certainly use to the fullest
extent.

Shri Firodia:
this glider?

What ig the price of

Shri Raghuramaiah: As in the case
of many other items of a similar
nature, since production has started
only in May, it will take a little time
to find it because all the costs have
to be amortised over a certain num-
ber. I think it will be possible to
arrive at some figure towards the
end of the year.





