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right. But this is the only length to
which I can go. If I get the support
of the House, I may proceed with
it.

Severai hon. Members: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: So that is agreed.
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Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Will
this be introduced in the next session?
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I wil] take that up from today.

Shri Jashwant Mehta: Sir, in 1960-
61 the sugar production was low. So
the Government is considering the
question of giving incentives for
more production of sugarcane. It has
appeared in the Press that the Gov-
ermment hag already taken a decision
for giving incentives for more pro-
duction. May I know the details of
this policy decided upon by the Gov-
ernment?

Shri A. M. Thomas: I have already
stated, Sir, that my senior colleague
will be making a statement on the
floor of the House regarding the in-
centive scheme.

Shri Ranga: The Deputy Minister
said that at a later stage the London
prices came up much higher than
the prices at which we sold sugar in
the United States. May I know what
was the difference between these two
prices, the price at which we sold
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and the highest quotation that was
sbtained in thc “.ondon market, and
multiplied by the total amount of
sugar that we soid may I know how
much is the less that we would have
susta‘ned?

Shri A, M. Thomas: I have got the
varjous figures for varioug dates. The
price which was quoted varies from
£51 to  £97. In fact, the London
price went even up to £105. The
prices were changing from day to
day. It is not possible for me to say
the exact figure, it depends upon the
particular date.

Shri Ranga: At what price did we
sell to America?

Shri A. M. Thomas: I have not got
the figures for the exact dates. It de-
pends upop the particular date,

Mr, Speaker: That information may
be supplied later.
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
cultare be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
agricultura] production has been well
below expectations during the first
two years of the Third Plan;

(b) it so, the reasons therefor; amd'
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(c) the steps taken to step up agri-
cultural production?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) to (c¢). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the
Sabha. [Placed in Library, See No. LT-
1626 /63.]

Mr. Speaker: Shri Subodh Hansda—

Shri Subodh Hamsda: I have not re-
received the statement.

Mr. Speaker: Shri
Singh—

Shri Raghunath Singh: May I know
what steps are being taken to improve
the irrigation system in Eastern India?

Raghunath

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Last year
we have made an additional provision
of Rs. 9.25 crores for minor irriga-
tion. We would very much welcome
if the districts that comprise Eastern
U.P. take full advantage of the in-
creased facility.

N gEwEER sy @ ¥ M
TFar § e fr geraTEl § st
g & 5 g duadia A §
IaEl Y e & fau v e
¥ grafga fom= o faamr ar afas
% 3 a9 3fy darw  #1 s wE
Ffg g, FZTSHT F9 qF FEFET
g gt ?

Mo W gaafag @ 3 F g
¥ %9 ggari § AW a5l 7 39
ST FY qg7 Eem W fR SR arge
F AR T & | 99 H §© FTEAT Y
T

Shri Lahri Singh: Im view of the
fact that the number of uneconomic
holdings is alarmingly large and the
owners—of such holdings are extreme-
ly poor, may I know whether it is
under the consideration of the Gov-
ernment to provide irrigation facili-
ties for such barren and arid lands
where there is not the least possible
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possibility of  getting irrigation
through canal system from the river?

Dr, Ram Subhag Singh: It is a fact
that the holdings are very smali, but
the irrigation facility that is being
increased is mostly in that type of
land. The Bhakra canal system, with
which the hon. Member is very much
familiar, goes through such arid area
and also the desert areas of Rajasthan
About Rohtak . . |

Shri Lahri Singh: My question was
different.

Mr. Speaker: Yes, it was in respect
of areas where canal water cannot be
taken.

Shri Lahri Singh: Yes, in respect
of areas where there is not the least
possibility of canal water being taken.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: In such
areas minor irrigation facilities are
being expliored. Our exploratory tube
well programme will try to sink tube
wells wherever water is available.

Skrimati Akkamma Devi: In view
of the fact that in certain States crops
have been destroyed by blight dis-
eases, may I know whether Govern-
ment propose to supply disease-free
seeds, insecticides and also loan faci-
lities to the agriculturists to step up
agricultural production?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: It is a fact
that therc has been blight disease
in the Nilgiris area, from where the
hon. lady Member comes. We
have met all the demands of the
Madras State to meet that disease.
We have taken the additional pre-
caution of asking our research insti-
tute to investigate imto the matter.
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Shri Tyagi: Were these targets of
food production for the Third Plan
broken vilage-wise and were the vil-
lages communicated as to their tar-
gets? Or was it only theoretically
expe-ted that they will produce that
quantity?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Actually,
the target of the Third Plan was not
prepared village-wise in the sense in
which the hon. Member, Shri Tyagi,
is askings As it was not prepared in
that way, it was not possible to com-
municate to each village its target.
But, in the package programme dis-
tricts we are trying to prepare village
plans. So, in those cases, we can
communicate the expected targets to
each village. As we are going to in-
crease the number of package dis-
tricts, gradually, in course of time,
we can fix the targets for more vil-
lages.

Shri Tyagi: My question has not
been answered. I want to know whe-
ther each village was communicated
the target of production it was ex-
pected to achieve. If it was not com-
municated to each village, what was
the method to achieve the target?

Mr. Speaker: When in fact no tar-
get was fixed for each village, how
could the villages be communicated
the target?

Shri Tyagi: If the agriculturists do
not know what the target is, how can
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Government expect them to achieve
the target?

Mr. Speaker: If the target was not
fixed, what was there to communi-
cate to each village?

Shri Tyagi: I want to know the

. T
procedure. |

Mr. Speaker: What I understocd
was that in future they are going to
do it.

Shri Tyagi: So, the target is only in
theory, a paper target.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The pro-
cedure that we have followed is that
of fixing targets for various items. For
example, we have targets for apply-
ing fertilizers, for using irrigation re-
sources, supplies of seeds and impie-
ments etc. We were proceeding in
that way. As the House knows, the
target was not originally fixed on
village basis.

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: May
I know if the views expressed by
different members of the Planning
Commission from time to time that
the co-ordination of the Union Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture with
their counterparts in the States has
not been very satisfactory and that is
one of the reasons for the unsatis-
factory results with regard to agricul-
tural production.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members always
preface the questions with long state-
ments.

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri:
What specific steps have been taken
in order to remedy that situation?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: It is not
correct because I have bean noticing
perfect co-ordination between the
Ministry of Food and Agriculture and
the State Governments. Periodically
we visit the States and the States’
people also come here and whatever
programme is there, we do not find
ary difficulty in getting that through.

Dr, L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether the Government are satisfied
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generally with the progress in the
intensive agriculture programme dis-
tricts and whether the hon. Minister
is in a position to assure us that there
would be no hasty abandonment of
this programme on account of any
temporary setbacks in any district?

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: The pro-
gress in our intensive agriculture pro-
gramme districts has been satisfac-
tory. In Pali District of Rajasthan
about which the hon. Member might
be a bit apprehensive the position is
that previously there was not much
irrigation facility there. There is
only one small canal system and that
also irrigates only about 25,000 acres.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Something can
be done about that.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Recently
we have created some more minor
irrigation facilities and we do not
propose to abandon that district. We
might increase some blocks in other
districts also. About that particular
canal system, we can increase the
area but there is some difficulty be-
cause the soil is alkaline and much
water cannot be used on that. That
is the difficulty.

Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: Shri P. K. Deo. If the
questions are straight and precise,
hon. Ministers could also give short
and sweet answers.

Shri P. K. Deo: Of the several
specific recommendations made by the
joint teams of the Ministries of Food
and Agriculture, Community Develop-
ment and Cooperation and Planning,
one of the recommendations is to im-
prove further the agriculture admi-
nistration in the States. May I know
what the hon. Minister means by this
and how the agriculture administra-
tion in the States is going to be
streamlined?
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Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: About .m-
proving the agriculture administration,
the State Governments are trying to
use the recommendations of {he Nala-
garh Committee. With a view 10 meet-
ing that rccommendation only about
three days ago we decided to set ap
an All-India Agriculture Cadre which
might come into existence some time
next year.

Brahmaputra Basin Food Output

4
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Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether a study on possibilities
of increasing world food production
by the Food and Agriculture Organi-
sation has revealed that the Lower
Ganga-Brahmaputra basim-Bengal,
Bihar and Assam can produce about
four times as much food as it does
now; and

(b) if so, the steps taken or propos-
ed to be taken to expiore these possi-
bilities?

The Minister of State im the Minis-
try of Food and Agriculture (Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh): (a) Yes. Based on
certain recommendations regarding
utilisation of land and water resources
and taking into account possible in-
creases in yields on certain assump-
tions regarding responses of crop
yields to recommended techniques, the
Provisional Report estimates the long-
term potentialities of agricultural pro-
duction in this area to be something
like four times the present produc-
tion; and

(b) these possibilities are being 2x-
plored under various schemes of agri-
cultural development already in opera-
tion or that may be planned for the





