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ween No. 1 and 2 and No. 2 and 8,
specially with reference to consumers”

.8Shri C. Subramaniam: We have
fixed the reasonable marging between
the producers’ price and the whole-
salers’ price and the wholesalers' price
and the retailers’ price. On that basis,
the notifications of prices have been
made in six or seven of the States.
But we are going to fix prices on a
more comprehensive scale for the
whole of India at the producers’ level,
the wholesalers’ leve] and the retail-
ers’ level allowing only a fair margin.
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! Shri Hukam Chang

Kachhavaltya:
Shri Krishnapal Singh:
Shri Mohammad Elias:
Shri D. N. Tiwary:

Will the Minister of Transport be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there was recently a
congestion of ships in Calcutta and
Bombay ports for several days affect-
ing delivery of foodgrains from ships;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the steps taken or proposed to
be taken to improve the situation;
and

(d) the amount of loss sustained in
foreign exchange by way of demur-
rage at these two ports?

The Minister of Transport (Shri
Raj Bahadur): (a) to (d). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the
House. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-3001/64].

Dr, Ranen Sen: In the statement I
find, among the various reasons, it is
stated that there was a fall in output
of foodgrain labour engaged in bag-
ging. My question is: Has the attention
of the Minister been drawn to a
statement issued by important Con-
gress leaders of the trade unions of
the port and dock workers of Cal-
cutta that the output of labour did
not deteriorate but on the other hand
it is the bungling made by the Dock
Labour Board in respect of labourers

that was responsible for this catas-
trophe in the Calcutta port?
Shri Raj Bahadur: There was &

slight decline in the output per capite
of the labour, and I think that it would
be too much to ignore that fact. If T
may be permitteq to say, in the case
of Bombay, whereas the average dis-
charge per day in the month of April
was 2,334 tons, it came down to 655
tons in the month of May. I have
quoted the figure for only one of the
days. I would not like now to go into
all the figures for all the days.

Dr. Ranen Sen: 1 was asking about
Calcutta,
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Shri Raj Bahadur: I do not have the
figures with regard to Calcutta here
with me,

Dr. Ranen Sen: Is it a fact that the
condition of the labour in the Calcutts
dock is worse than that of the labour
in the Bombay dock?

Shri Raj Bahadnr: I think the only
difference there is that we have not
been able to introduce the incentive
echeme, so far ag the dock labour is
concerned in the port of Calcutta.
That is not because we do not want
it. We have been trying for it, but we
have got to make the unions and their
representatives agree to that. We hope
that the negotiations that are at pre-
sent taking place will result in the
introduction of the incentive scheme
very soon. Apart from that, we have
already asked the people concerned to
provide for some sort of a bonus for
an output beyond a certain datum line
or level, even pending that,
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Shrj Surendra Pal Singh: In respect

of the Calcutta port, at page 4 of the
statement, it hag been stated that:

“Bore-tide restrictions resulted
in detentions at Sandheads from
the 7th to the 14th in the months
of June and July.”

and that also had caused congestion.
In this connection, may I know whe-
ther it is not a fact that for the past
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lew years, bore-tides have become
more intense and frequent in the river
in Calecutta, and if so, what remedies
have been sought to remove this diffi-
culty?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Bore-tide 1s an
esgentially unavoidable feature in any
riverine port. It is impossible to save
a riverine port completely from this
trouble of bore-tides. Even 80, tne
only remedy ig to provide for sufficient
head of water, and that would be
available only when the Farrakka bar-
rage comes in. Even despite that, we
have been trying to maintain the level
of the output.

sft stwrerefre STres < FT TR WY
£ ¥y TFT & 99 a1 A9 Sv g &
fr aewg Tz § ALY ¥ A By
JARHX T 30T 09 0§ fear wmwm o
WY forer SR ®Y 77 3T femy may
IF ¥ wErAr & HOT G W
amt oy € fr gf; afe et A
FRT X T@ qFew 8T AMETH S
g o A AT ?

off T Wy FETT Y Fgfer

o fafret & gro et o s «fee-
aw*fumﬁrmﬂ ™ fag ww
Fward w7 faeen gew T foar mT §
&< 39 #Y 12 W@ faarddes o8 v
L

oft warer feg : wor a7 @ &
& § mhAardee w1 A femr
Afer 5@ wwT 9T B TG FF @@, A
RIT ¥ Nz fra 51T o7 F70 -
feeaw &1 war ? w1 \ORTT gAY AT 9T
T gt & R g I § fag
frget ot wif @ Wi fead w72 9@
vaoug?

ot Tw wgEY: Wi aF B Ow
arey® &, 39 & Ak ¥ iy 6§ gfeew
L R E R SUE R G Ol
& 7E ¥, ww fr wga vma i ot



287 Oral Answers

§ W7 &2 Y avf, wwwar wify I=T-
g e wT Afeww far b,
fyas =, a8 a7 R IR A
T A AT 9T, T 1 39 B 97 AW
|41 91, g 9T AT A g W 9w
FAR T A4« WA W JATE A 915
T T % wOw TF 9T oW (AR
& wraw wr | Sfe § s wvgar g
“fir kT WAt W gl aR ol
oY wiIEE ¥ wrgw gn & e afew &
wfew 7R ¥ v Iewr | ek
¥ v # 122 EATC T WA JzTAT
T

st qo W0 firWdY : I frd Hedle
# Ry M ¥

it oo agny : & wad w=mE &
"ATITYE XAT W AT § | ke § 360
AT T, YA F 534 A 2, yETE A
577 . WX &7 A W § 594 39T
& TedT SoIT T, wafy W 8
W T & §OF IEAT ISIT 797, M B
foert fme &)

Shri K. D. Malaviya: Why
.stevedore system not done
‘with?

is the
away

Shri Raj Bahadur: Stevedores are
performing many functions. They
provide labour for loading and un-
loading. They also act as some sort
of financiers or people who pay on
behalf of the shippers and shipping
.companies the labour charges. They
also take deliveries and discharge »a
number of other functions. The
system cannot be brushed away by
one stroke of the pen. As a matter
-of fact, the entire lot of shipping com-
panies, Indian and foreign, have to
be persuaded to accept some alterna-
tive service. Otherwise this is the
age-old system operating in all coun-

s

‘tries pt a few cc coun-
tries. .
Shri K. D. Malaviya: Has not
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Ceylon done away with the stevedore
system?

Mr. Speaker: He has answered the
question.

Shri Mohammag EMas: What is
the reason for the Government abo-
lishing the contract system, decasua-
lising all labour and taking depart-
mentally all the workers?  Because
this is the main reason fof the bung-
ling in the Calcutta Port. All the
employees are recruited by the steve-
dores and contractors....

Mr. Speaker: He is arguing.

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think it is a
matter of a practical and realistic ap-
praisal of the situation. The ship-
ping companies employ labour. They
employ labour today through steve-
dores. Stevedores not only discharge
the function of providing labour but
also do a number of other functions
on behalf of shipping companies. This
is a situation where we cannot all of
u sudden ask the shipping companies
to do away with the stevedores.

Then there is the Dock Labour Board
on which are represented the labour
unions, the stevedores and the ship-
ping companies. The Chairman aof
the Port Trust is the Chairman of the
Dock Labour Board. The whole
thing is working according to a sys-
tem. Labour is not exploited and
cannot be exploited by the stevedores
that way.

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: Is it a fact
that due to the hesitancy of Govern-
ment to come to a quick decision re-
garding handling cargo by mechani-
cal means or by labour is the reason
for the congestion in the ports?

Shri Raj Bahadur: There is no ques-
tion of hesitancy or any such thing on
the part of Government in introduc-
ing the mechaniseq method for hand-
ling foodgrain cargo or other cargo.
The question is: when we have a
definite system of working through
manual labour, can we dispense with
all that all at once and evolve a re-
gular system, protecting the interesats
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of labour by providing them with al-
ternate employment in case they are
displaced by mechanisation, and tak-
ing other necessary steps?

Shri Thirumala Rao: With regard
to part (¢) of the question, the hon.
Minister was pleased to say that ships
are being diverted to Madras and
Kandla. Have they considered the
desirabjlity of diverting them to
minor and intermediate ports like
Tuticorin, Visakhapatnam and Kaki-
nada, and if so, with what results?

Shri Raj Bahadur: T think the
Food Ministry has taken into account a
number of factors, the hinterland in
which the distribution has to be
made, rail 4hid other transport facili-
ties for the purpote, and in the light
of these how the diutribution should
be fashioned out,

Shri 8. C. Samanta: Isit nota
fact that ships carrying {mported
foodgrains from outside are half un-
toaded at Haldla port? I want to
know whether there was labour
trouble,

Shri S. C. Samanta: I want to know
whether there was any labour trouble
at Haldia, and whether semi-skilled
labour was imported from Calcutta
to meet the shortage there.

Shri Raj Bahadar: So far as the
question of the lightening of these
food vessels at Haldia {8 concerned, it
can only be undertaken in the fair
weather when the anchorages can be
made there.” We have to take into
account the particuler factors invol-
ved in it. So far as labour is con-
cerned, at least I' do not remem-
ber that there was any labour trouble
in Haldia. For that matter, 1 think
we may congratulate the Member
from that region.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: The statement
speaks about the unusually heavy
arrival of ships in Calcutta port.
That js one of the causes of conges-
tion. May I know from the Minister
whether, in view of the admitted
shortage of berthing facilities in Cal-
cutta port and the complicated berth-
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ing system which obtains there, he
has looked into the allegations which
have been made about the bungling
of the port authorities there to per-
mit 50 many ships to be bunched up
together without having the berthing
facilities to accommodate them, in-
stead of arranging for thieir diver-
sion to other ports?

Shri Raj Bahadur: In Calcutta there
is absolutely no difficulty about berth-
ing of food vessels. Although four
berths are reserved, as many as ten
food vessels at a time have boeen
berthed. Against an average of 20
food vessels, 33 were handled in the
month of June. So, there can be no
question of bungling, unless my hon.
friend is so much fascinated by this
word to use it over and over again
in any context whatsoever.

Shri Indrajit Gupta: I seek your
protection. It ig his statement which
says that there was an unusually
heavy arrival of ships.

Bhrl Raj Bahador: So fat as the

ion of bunchi is ned,

the Calcutta port, or for that matter
any port, has not so far been respon-
sible for it, because the regulation of
the arrivals or the loading at the
other end of ships is not in the hands
of the port authorities. They load
at their convenience and they come.
The question is one of practical reali-
tles. A much larger quantity of
foodgrains came in the monsoon
monthg which is the worst period for
us. I do not think Calcutta port can
be held responsible for that at all
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Shri Kapur Singh: Since recurrent
arge-scale food imports are now a
)ermanent feature here, do Govern-
nent propose to instal automation

tevices to ensure rapid unloading and
oog clearance at these ports?

‘Shri Raj Babadur: I have already
inswered that question. Automation
ind mechanisation are very neces-
ary steps. We propose to mechanise
ur ports as early as possible, but
.onsistently with the question of em-
loyment potential which is provide-
:d for the people.

Shri Kapur
irrangements
nechanisation.
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Singh: Automation
are different from
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Shri P. R, Chakraverti: In the con-
text of the experience gained by the
abolition of the contract system in
Calcutta port, may I know whether
Government has now given up the
idea of introducing mechanica] load-
ing?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have not’
given up the idea of mechanical loac
ing; it has to be adopted and intros
duced by regular and systematic
stages.
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