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The Deputy Ministu in the Minis-
try of Defence (Dr. D. S. Raju): (a) 
and (b). The contracted number of 
tanks are b.eing delivered according 
to schedule. It is not in the puhli: 
interest to disclose further details on 
the Floor of the House. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

Shri Rameshwar TanUa: What is 
the difference between our present 
tanks and the ones which we are buy-
ing from Russia? Will they be able 
to operate in NEFA and other regions? 

The Mlnistrr of Defence (Shrt Y. B. 
Chavan) : Certainly I can give one 
important feature or distinction bet-
ween the pres!:!nt medium-size tanks 
nnd these. This is called light tank. 
It will certainly be useful for our 
operational purposes. Wpere and how 
I cannot say. 
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Diplomatic Assignments for Publlc 
Men 
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'Hl. j 
Shri Yashpal Singh: 
Shri Bhagwat. Jha Azaa: 
Shri M. L. Dwivedl: 
Shrl S. C. Samanta: 
Shri G. N. l)lsit: 
Shrl R. Barua: 
Shrl RimatsJngka: 

l Shrl Rameshwar TanUa: 

Will the Minisler of External Aftalrs 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether some public men have 
refused to serve on diplomatic assign-

ments on the ground that they should 
be permitted to deal directly with the 
Minister and not be required to func-
tion through civil servants; and 

(b) if so, the objection in agreeing 
to this demand? 

The Minister of State fa the· Minis-
try of External Mairs (Shrlmati 
Lakshmi Menon): (a) No Sir 

(b) Docs not arise. 
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Shri S. C. Samanta: Is it a fact that 
generally according to rules and regu_ 
lations these diplomats have to C1cal 
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with Government through the CiVl. 
servants? Is there any bar to dealin~ 
direct with thE' Minister? 

Mr. Speaker: The same thing thal 
Dr. Singhvi put is being repeated now. 

Shri Swaran Siagh: I think he 
Shri Sw:orau Sin&'h: I have clllrl- asked if there is any assessment 

lied that there is no bar. made 

Dr. L. :'\'I. Singhvi: Have Govern-
ment considcled afresh the whole 
question of manning our diplomatic 
missions aJroad at the highest level, 
particularl/ with reference to In-
o::reasing tLe proportion of public mt:!n, 
instead of more or less keeping it as 
r close p';r:sl'rvc of the Foreign Ser-
vice? 

Mr. Speaker: That would be a dil'le-
tent q~estion. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: This is a question 
which arises from this and these are 
issues which arise in the matter of the 
functioning of the Foreign SerYice. 

Mr. Speaker: Dr. Singhvi is a di~­
i.inguished advoCJate. The' whole thing 
i~ no~ open here in this limited ques-
tion which is whether some public men 
have refused assignments on a certain 
ground. 

Shri Kapur Siagh: What substance 
precisely is there in the matter to 
which the hon. Minister has just now 
re"1erred, wherein a diplomatic assignee 
has raised certain questions of class 
'superiority of public men over the 
permanent services? 

Shri Swaran Singh: It has not been 
raised in the form in which the hon. 
Member has put it. There is no ques-
tion of class superiority of public men 
as against career diplomats. There is 
no such suggestion. 

Shrl Kapur Sin&'h: What precdse 
sub~tance is there in the question that 
has been raised-that was my ques-
tion. 

8hrl Basappa: Has any assessment 
been made of the work done by civil 
servants as well as by public men, 
and any difference found? 

Mr. Speaker: "f the lIiti.lity of the 
work done by public men as well as by 
careerists. 

Shri Swaran Sin&'h: This has al-
ways been done. There have been 
some very outstanding diplomats from 
public life, and there have been somc 
very outstanding diplomats from th::! 
career men. 

Shri A. P. Jain: You are becoming 
very diplomat.ic! 

Shrl P. R. Chakraverti: Will the 
Government iud.cate to us the propor-
tion of pubhc men who have been 
assigned to the diplomatic posts to the 
permanent otIcials? 

8hri Swaran Siqh: I will be glad 
to if a separate question is put. I 
have not got all these proportions 
worked out wIth mc. 
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8hri Kapur Sin&'h: I asked thaL 
question pointedly. and it was not ans-
wered. 

Mr. Speaker: That was too general. 

Shri Kapllr Slnrh: What was thl 
preciSe point which was raised by this 
partiCIUlar diplomat? That was the 
question I asked. 

Mr. Speaker: All ri,ht. 
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Shri SWaran Singh: The main qUI!S-
tion that was raised by him was of 
his position in the warrant of prec<!-
dence. 
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Shri Swaran Singh: No final deci-
sion has yet been taken. 

Shrl Sham Lal Saral: May I know 
whether the policy that has been 
enuciated of recruiting public men 
as diplomats will continue as liither-
to? 

Shrl Swaran Singh: Yes, Sir. The 
policy is there, and certainly it con-
tinues. 
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Shrimatl LaksJnni Menon: I do not 
know the exact number of people 
who have come from Pakistan. A 
separate que'Stion may be asked, also 
s~ating the period for which this in-
formation is rEquired. 
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Mr. Speaker: Can she ,give the 
number that i3 coming just now? 

The Minister of Edernal Affairs 
(Shri Swaran Singh): These numbers 
have been given on the floor of the 
House by the hon. Minister of Rebabi-
litation. This is an unfortunate mtu-
ation that there has been this move-
ment of non-Muslim refugees, includ-
ing Hindus,Buddhists and tribals 

Shri Hem Barua: Christians. 

Shri Swaran Singh: . . . on account 
or the very bad situation that prevail-
ed in East Pakistan. Of late, the actual 
rate has somewhat decreased, but if 
I' separate question is put, I will try 
to collect the figures. 
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Shri Swaran Singh: Efforts have 
I:-een made, but without any succesa. 

Shri Narelldra Sinlh Mahida: We 
have received information from the 
Pakistan High Commission by way .)f 
circulars wherein they say that mino-
rities-Hindus and non-Hindus like 
Christians and others-are returning 
in more numbers to Pakistan from. 
India. Is it a fact? 




