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The Minister of Food and Agrienl-
ture (8hri C. BSubramanlam): (a)
Yes, Sir. The notifled prices are bas-
ed on the estimated cost of produc-
ton.

(b) The estimated calculated costs
are nearly the same as the prices noti-
fied on 6th August, 10685. A copy of
the notification is laig on the Table
of the House. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT-4844|65].

(e) The Tariff Commission Cost
Schedules do not separately provide
for profit margins. These Schedules
provide for a 12 per cent return on
capital employed and the same is in-
cluded in the notified prices.
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Famine in Rajasthan

*618. Shri Shiv Charan Mathur:
Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Rajas-
than State is in the grip of acute
famine due to the reported failure of
Kharif crops in many districts;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
the Chief Minister of the State has
1 ted for a sub ia] help from

q

the Centra] Government;
(c) it so, the details thereof; and

(d) Government'y reaction thereto?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam): (a)
No such report has come from the
State Government. However certain
areas in the State have been declared
as scarcity-affected areas,

(b) to (d). The Chief Minister of
Rajasthan had requested for allot-
ment of 10,000 tonnes of wheat for
August, 1885 in addition to their quols
of 5000 tonnes, and, failing that, an
allotment of 15,000 tonnes of wheat ja
September, 1965. For the month of
September, 1965, a quota of 10,000
tonnes of wheat has been allotted to
Rajasthan State from the Central
Stocks. This is in addition to supply
of about 1,000 tonnes of imported
wheat per month to the roller flour
mills in the State.

A loan of Ra 90 lakhs was also
sanctioned to the Government of
Rajasthan on 12th April, 1085, towards
thg expenditure incurred on rellef in
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connection with scarcity during 1963-
64 and 1964-85 (upto August 1885).
This is part of the total financial assis-
tance of Rs, 374.79 lakhs for meeting

expenditure for the above purpose
since 1963.
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Demurrage on Foodgrains Ships

J 8hri P, C. Borooah:
620§ Shrl P, E. Chakraverti:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
large amount of demurrage had to
be paid by Government for detaining
the ships in Indian Ports which
brought foodgrains from abroad dur-
ing this year;

(b) if so, the total amount of de-
murrage paid during 1065 so0 far;

(c) the steps taken to minimise
this loss; and

(d) the contemplated schemes for
quickening the unloading process?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (S8hri C. Bubramaniam): (a)
and (b). The amount of demurrage
incurred on foodgrain ships, which
arrived at all Indian ports from Janu-
ary, 1865 upto 31st July, 1985, is esti-
mated at about Rs. 1348 lakhs.
Against this, despatch earned during
the same period is estimated at about
Rs. 24 lakhs. Thus the net despatch
earned during the above period was
about Rs. 10 lakhs.

(¢) Following steps were taken to
minimise the demurrage:—

1. Ships were diverted from one

port to another to relieve
oo tion and to inimi
demurrage.

2. To accelerate grain discharge

from vessels and for more ex-
peditious turn round of shipa,
& number of pneumatic dis-
charging machines have been
purchaseq and installed at
Bombay and Kandla.

3. To improve grain clearance at
major ports, the system of
clearance through contractors
has been abolished at Bom-
bay, Madras and Vizag and





