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total provision (including that for
crash programme) of Rs. 30.00 crores
during 1965-66.

(¢) Yes. Rural clectrification in
Rajasthan by the end of the Third
Five Year Plan is expected to be of
the ordergof 4 per cent as against the
All-lndia%gure of 9.6 per cent.

(d) The Fourth Plan. has not yet
been finalised. However, the tenta-
tive target for Rajasthan during the
Fourth Plan has been fixed as 7,000
villages which will help Rajasthan to
come at par with other States, Ad-
vance planning for procuring neces-
sary materials have been done by the
Board and partial order therefor have
also been placed. Suitable organisa-
tional set up has also been built up to
cope with the increased tempo of
work.

Power Shortage in Stateg
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Will the Minister of Irrigation and
Power be pleased to state:

(a) the States where acute power
shortage is still being felt;

(b) the 'monthly consumption of
energy in these States during 1965 and
how much of it was less during the
period from October to December.
1965 as compared With earlier months;

(c) the monthly consumption of
energy in these States from January
to March, 1966; and

(d) the steps taken to meet the

shortage?
The Minister of Irrigation and
Power (Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed):

(a) The States where acute power
shortage is still being felt are Punjab,
Rajasthan, Chambal Service Area of
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Madhya Pradesh, Madras,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa.

Kerala,

(b) and (c). A statement giving ihe
figures of monthly power consumption
in the States of Madras and Punjab
during 1965 and during the period
January-March, 1966 is given in Anne-
xure I, laid on the Table of the
House. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-6116 (i)/688].

The power consumption in respect of
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa and Kerala is being
collected and will be laid on the Table
of the House as soon as possible.

(d) A statement giving the steps
taken to meet power shortage in vari-
ous States is appended in Annexure
II, laid on the Table of the House.
[Placed in Library. See No. LT-6116
(ii) /86].

Price of Gold
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Will the Minister of Finance be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Soviet Union have
suggested a world-wide increase in the
price of gold as a means of providing
more liquid money for investment in
developing countries;

(b) whether Government have consi-
dered this proposal; and

(c) if so, what is their reaction?

The Minister of Finance (Shri
Sachindra Chaudhuri): (a) In a meet-
ing of the UNCTAD Conmittee on
Invisibles and Financing Related to
Trade, the USSR Delegate advocated
an increase in the price of gold.

(b) and (c). Government’s view has
been that a rise in the price of gold
will benefit only a few countries which
have substantial gold production or
substantial official reserves of gold.





