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Dr. K. L. Reo: I must submit that
Madhya Pradesh is the largest State
in the country, wand it is wmore
widespread. For rural electrification,
a very close network of the distribu-
tion system is necessary, and the dis-
tribution lines come in only as part
of the development of the country,
generally industry.

I am sorry I have been misunder-
stood in respect of an earlier answer
that I had given. What I said was
this. In the case of the State of
Madhya Pradesh, the number of vil-
lages is very large, being of the order
of about 70,000. Therefore, we have
got lo study very carefully which
villages must be electrified, and how
that ghould be done.

6hri Ranga: He will go on study-
ing.
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Shri P. C_ Borooah: At a time when
‘we are facing a serious foreign ex-
change crises, our imports of mis-
cellaneous consumers goods including
luxuery goods, amounted to Rs. 65
crores in 1965, an increase of Rs. 4
crores over 1964. Does this signify
that we are not making any serious
attempt at cutting down expenditure?

Shri L. N, Mishra: We are making
serious efforts at cutting down expen-
diture; 1 was referring to the civil ex-
penditure by different Ministries, not
the foreign exchange part of it.
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Shri Subodh Hansda: I find from
the statement that the cut in the
Ministry of Education is Rs. 487.90

lakhs. There is a countrywide agi-
tation of school and college-teachers,

Do Government now propose to
restore this cut just to meet their
demands?

Shri L. N. Mishra: I do not think
the number of teachers is going to be
reduced. Whatever we have done has
been done with the consent of the
Ministries concerned. I do not think
teachers are going to be affected. It
must be in relation to administrative
éxpenditure,

Shri S. C. Samanta: The biggest cut
is in the Department of Transport,
Shipping and Tourism. May I know
whether this Department was also
helping the Defence Department?

Shri L. N. Mishra: Transport and
shipping of course, help in national
defence. I do not think Defence is
going to suffer as a result of these
cuts.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: What are
the items of these cuts, and has any
effort been made to reduce the army
of advisers, joint secretaries, secre-
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taries, under-Secretaries and staff
cars which are increasing day by day?

Shri L. N. Mishra: The basis is this,
that the Ministry of Finance, Depart-
ment of Expenditure, sent a note to
all the ministries concerned, appeal-
ing to them to co-operate in this drive
for economy, and they co-operated.
So far as this saving is concerned, it
is in the administrative expenditure;
we are attempting to cut administra-
tive expenditure.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: From the state-
ment which has been laid on the Table
of the House, it appears that out of
Rs. 61 crores of total saving, about
Rs. 21 crores, or one-third of the
total, is on account of one department
alone, that is the Department of
Transport, Shipping and Tourism.
May I know whether this is due to
the fact that there was unusually
heavy extravagance in this depart-
ment and greater scope for reduc-
tion, or it is because the other minis-
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wries are not yet willing to make
commensurate economies?

Shri L. N, Mishra: 1T would not like
to express any opinion. I would only
pay my compliment to that Ministry
that they have co-operated very well.

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: May I know
whether this cut that has been effect-
ed is on an ad hoc basis or some
selected departments have been taken
where this cut has been effected on
the principle that the actual working
of projects is not retarded?

Shri L, N. Mishra: This is not an
ad hoc cut. Proper studies have been
made, ministries have studied it, and
it has been done as a result of proper
study and examination. I do not
think any project is going to suffer
on account of this.

Shri Ranga: Whaf was suggested by
the Opposition, and also some mem-
bers from the Congress side, and what
was accepted by the previous Finance
Minister was an economy cut of 10 to
15 per cent instead of what my hon.
friend seems to indicate has been
achieved. It was not said that it
should be restricted to only non-plan
expenditure. May 1 know whether
the Finance Minister wants to resile
from that position and wishes to res-
trict this economy drive only to non-
plan expenditure, and not to plan
expenditure at all, and whether there
would not be any economy cut?

Shri L. N. Mishra

Shri Ranga: Let the senior Minis-
ter answer. Why are you in a hurry?
The Minister of Finance (Shri
Sachindra Chaudhri): I shall answer
the question. The cut will be made
wherever the cut can be borne,
wherever jt is most useful; whether
it is plan or non-plan, that matter
will have to be taken into considera-
tion. What is to be done s to realise
that there has to be economy, and
wherever economy can be made
economy will be made.
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That takes us now-
1t is

Shri Ranga;
where. What is that answer?
a mere ceremonial answer? Is it a
specific answer to my question? What
is the policy of the Government?
Have they no policy? Are they going
to consider it? Let them say so?

Shri Sachindra  Chaudhuri: The
policy is to economise wherever eco-
nomy is possible,

Shri Rangw: What is it that he
said?

Mr. Speaker: The policy is to
economise wherever economy is pos-
sible.

Shri Ranga: Therefore, there is to
be no general drive for economy at
all. Is that what we have to under-
stand? We know now where we are
going to stand.

Shri Sachindra Chaudhuri: I can
only give the answer, I cannot give
understanding.

Shri Ranga: Therefore, he goes
back. (Interruptions). Do not go on
yawning. You will be yawning when
the taxes come upon your heads.

Shri Hem Barua: 1If the Finance
Minister says like that, that he can
give the answer but he cannot give
understanding, is it not a reflection
on the Member concerned? Accord-
ing to the rules, we are here to elicit
information, and the Minister has to
supply the information.

Shri Ranga: He has the cheek to
say like that.

Shri Rem Barua; Here is a Minis-
ter who is behaving in a very haugh-
ty manner.

Shri Ranga:
Minister too.

Mr, Speaker: I have said so many
times that we ought to use restrained
language.

Shri Ranga: You give that sermon
only to us....(Interruptions). When
he used that language you could have
told him; we expected that from the
Chair,

He is the Finance
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Mr, Speaker: Am I addressing the
hon. Member now? If the hon. Minis-
ter has said it, I am addressing the
Minister, anj not Prof. Ranga.

Shri Ranga: If my hon. friend did
not take the trouble of raising that
objection?

Mr, Speaker: If it is taken in a
sportsmanlike spirit, why should I
take it up? Unlesg objection is rais-
ed, I would not have interferred in
that, if the Members take it in a
sportmanlike spirit.

Shri Ranga: That is my complaint
because the Chair is expected to be
vigilant not only in regard 1o the
Opposition but also in regard to what
the Minister says....(Interruptions).
They will get what they deserve at
this rate.

Shri Kapur Singh: Do not rules
require that no insinuations are to be
made during the proceedings of this
House? Ha€ not thé™ hon. Minister
made a broad insinuation that my
leader is "devoid of understanding?

Mr. Speaker: 1 do not think they
should feel so hurt.

Shri Hem Barua: But can he supply
understanding?
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*745. Dr. L. M. Binghvi:

Shrimati Maimoona Saultan:
Shri Maheswar Naik:
Shri Indrajit Gupta:
Shri P. C. Borooah:
Shri M. L. Dwivedi:
Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:
Shri Subodh Hansda:
Shri S. C. Samanta:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Shri Yashpal Singh:

Will the Minister of Finance be
pisased to state:

(a) the tota]l freight charges for
PL 480 imports in terms of the
foreign exchange during the current
yeear;

(b) whether these charges are con-
sidered to be on the high side; and

(c) how it is propased 1o meet these
charges?

The Minkster of Finance (Shri

Sachindra Chaudhurl): (a) The total
freight charges for PL 480 imports,

CHAITRA 8, 1888 (SAKA)"

Oral Answers 7464

paid for in foreign exchange during

the current financial year, are esti-
mated at Rs. 36 crores.

(b) The vessels are chartered in
the open market at the best available
terma.

(c) Thesge charges have to be met
from our free foreign exchange re-
sources.

Dr, L. M. Singhvi: May I know
whether the hon. Finance Minister
has specifically evaluated the steady
mounting bill for freight in terms of
foreign exchange and whether it is
the conclusion of the government that
these importg have ceased to confer
the benefits that were intended to
be conferred on our coyntry in view
of the large exchange implications to
be paid for the freight charges?

Shri Sachindra Ohaudhurl: So far
a8 freight charges are concerned I
have given the estimated figures for
the year 1965-66. We have got to
import large quantities of food in
the next year and the charges would
be higher. We take into considera-
tion that fact and see what would
be of benefit to us. I would like to
tell this House through you that
there has been full consideration
given to the benefit which is receiv-
ed by getting these foreign imports
which are mostly food and a certain
quantity of cotton. It is felt that
even at the expense of the freight
involved in foreign exchange it is
worthwhile importing these goods.

Dr. L. M. 8inghvi: Has the govern-
ment taken up the matter with the
US government that the payment of
freight charges in foreign exchange
has coincided with the developing
crisis of foreign exchange in our
country and if they wished to be
helpful it would be far better for
them to waive this condition for a
few more years? Has this been takem
up and, if so, with what result?

8Shri Sachindra Chaundhuri; This is
a matter which is always under com-
sideration and it has been discussed
as far ag discussion is possible. It





