2273  Written Answers

Wage Board for Railwaymen
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Will the Minister of Railways be
pleased to state:

(a) whether railwaymen have re-
quested Government for the setting up
of a wage board for them;

(b) it so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto;

(c) when the wage board is likely
to be set up; and

(d) if a wage board is not to be set
up the reasons for the same?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Rallways (Dr., Ram Subhag
Singh): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d). Pay scales of Railway
employees are based on recommen-
dations of successive Pay Commissions
which went into the pay structure
and conditions of service of Central
Government scrvants ag a whole. The

Gover t do not idered it ne-
cessary to set up a separate Wage
Board for Railwaymen.
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Use of Soft Coke
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Will the Minister of Mines
Metals be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Energy Survey
Committee and the National Council
of Applied Economic Research recom-
mended that soft coke is a cheap com-
mercial substitute and in view of
abundant reserves of these grades ot
coal which go in the making of soft
coke, it would prove the major source
for domestic energy;

and

(b) it so, the steps taken to popu-
larise the use of soft coke; and

(c) whether inexpensive gnd regu-
lar movement from the concentrated
sources of supply to the consuming
centres is contemplated?

The Minister of Mines and Metals
(Shri 8, K. Dey): (a) The Energy
Survey Committee and the National
Council of Applied Economic Research
have not stated in specific terms that
soft coke is a cheap commercial fuel.
It has been recommended that non-
commercial fuel may be substituted by
soft coke as domestic fuel.

(b) Relaxation of control on the
distribution of soft coke, liberalisa-
tion of licencing policy for opening of





