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Shri Bakar Ali Mirza : The hOD. 
Minister said that economic policy and 
devaluation was discussed with· the Soviet 
Government. Are we to understand that 
the question of devaluation w.. discussed 
With the foreign GOVtInrr:ent before we 
took the decision here as ttere was no need 
to discuss it afterwards ? 

Shri Asoka Mehta: No, Sir; 1 went 
there after devaluation. .In the course of 
the discussion, after all one is out to have 
friendly discussions, we ask some ques-
tions about their policies and they ask us 
about our policit's and that We are doing 
and how we are planning alld how We go 
-about our work. We discussed with their 
Planning Commhsion. As I pointed out 
earlier, 'on an earl er occasion, we have 
sought co-operaticn from the Planning 
Commission for pianning the machine build-
ing sector. When we discuss with them, 
we naturally discuS'S something about their 
l-vorking as well as a'bout our working. 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION 

U. S. Expert's Report on Control 
of Brahmaputra 

+ 
S.N.Q 12. Shri Yashpal Singh : 

Shri Siclheshwar Prasad : 
Shrimati Renuka 

Barkataki : 
Shri Panna La) : 

Shri Vishwanath : 
Pandey: 

Shri Brij Basi Lal 
Shri Ram Harkh Yadav : 

Will the Minister of Irrigation and 
Power be pleased to state : 

(aJ whether Government have received 
report from the U.S. eJ(pert for the control 
of Brahmaputra river ; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the reaction of Goyernment there-
to? 

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation and Power (Dr.·K. L. 
Rao): (aJ Only a draft report on th~ 
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bank erosion problem. of the Brahmaputra 
river has been received recently from the 
American expert, Mr. H.E. Weller. 

(b) & (c). In hi. draft report Mr. 
Weller has discussed the nature of the prob-
lem, the several method. of river training 
and bank protection and their application 
to the conditions in the Brahmaputra. His 
final report will, however, have to be awaited 
before conclusion. are drawn. 
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Dr. K. L. Rao : It is true that there 
has been some unfair criticism and that 
criticism was apparently founded on in-
correct ,information. Mr. Weller is a 
great expert and a great engineer and he 
has categorically stated that in a river like 
Brahmaputra, where conditions a!"e un&ta-
ble, it i. not pos.ible to protect the banks 
all along; he has said that only some local 
areas can be protected and that too by either 
bank protection or river~ training works. 
Therefore, the criticism levelled was not 
justified. 
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Dr. K. L. Rao : Actaully, Sir, in the 
case of Brahmaputra, we appointed a 
committee known as Jaffar Ali committee 
in October 1964 and that has submitted a 

report on the same problem. This prob-
lem, being one of extensive difficulty, one 
which involves several crores of rupees, we 
thought, of getting the experience of other 
countries like America where there are 
similar rivers, for example, Mississipi 
where bank protection works have been 
done on an extensive &CaIe. It is not 
against any self-respect of a nation t{) seek 
advice on technical matters, to seek second 
opinion. There is nothing wrong iI) 
that. 

Shrimati Renuka Barkataki,: Since 
the average annual damage caused by floods 
in the Brahmaputra and its tributaries 
has been estimated by the government to be 
about 5 crore. a year and since the expendi-
ture of the magnitude indicated in the re-
DOrt of Mr. Weller cannot be incurred with 
[he meagre resources of the State Govern-
ment, does the Central Government pro-
pose to take over the financial and other 
responsibilitie& r"'r implementing the scheme 
on a phased basis and if so what will ce the 
first phase and will this be included in the 
Fourth Plan ? 

Dr. Ie. L. Rao : Actually it is realised 
that the erosion works always are very costly 
and cannot be' taken up by State's alone. 
That'is why in the case of Kerala, the anti-
sea erosion work has been taken over by the 
Cent,re. Likewise, when1 definite plans 
are drawn up, it likely that consideration 
will be given t<> extend help from the 
Centre to the State Government: 

~ Uq ~ tm'lI" : 1I'orf ~~ if 
Wifi~~fif;~ij;m'tfi!i'ifl't 
'1'<:if;~~~~itc:~<'I'llTlfT~ 
~~ I it$'RT~~fif;wrOO 
~ if if;~ cror<ft'i W ~~ ~ 
if;f 'iff ;rn 'I>l" ~ fif; >;fT m lIT omIT ~ 
~ i'~ f.vrnrr orrii, f~ if;T i'~ 
m'fi f'fi<fT orrii mr", 'IT'ft ~ ;roq fi!i'ifl't 
'1'<: ~ Of ~ m.:: '<fiffOf' ~ <R:nf 

;mm Of lrT ? 



Oral Answers SRAVANA 27, 1888 (SAKA) Oral Answers 5370 

Dr. K. L. Rao : It is quite so. In 
some areas where it is necessary to divert 
the water away from the bank it is likely 
that the dredging may be helpful. It 
is ;ust a trial; it has not been done else-
where, but just D.OW we are trying it in 
Kosi river ; we are trying to adopt in the 
case of the Majuli Island where th.,., is 
heavy erosion. Therefore, it is cne cf 
the techniques that wiIJ be adopted in 
tackling the problem of bank erosion in 
the Brahmaputra vaIley. 
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Dr. K. L. Rao : The final report wiIJ 
be in the month of October, and for the 
generation of p~er there is no need for 
any consultaticD. 'Our engir,cus aTe 

. capa ble of drawing up schemes not only 
for India but even for many other coun-
tries. 
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Dr. K. L. Rao : This report deals with 
only one aspect of it, that is, the bank 
erosion. It does not deal with an the various 
aspects of the flood control work. There 
has been quite a number of schemes drawn 
up and they will -be taken up. As I sub-
mitted earlier, there is already the report 
of the Jaffar Ali Committee, and - the 
WeBer Comminee report really agrees 
.. ith most of the recommendati<)'ls of the 

Jaffar Ali Committee'~ report. Therefore, 
there is nothing that we arc waiting for as 
such. 

Shri Hem Barua: Every time, when a 
Committee is asked to go into the problem of 
floods and erosions created by the Brahma-
putra and every time -it submits a ~port, 
the Gov~rnment shelves the recommend-
alions of the expert cOlllmittee on the plea 
that the recommendations put a lot of 
pressure on the exchequer of the 
Government. The floods continue-
to devastate the land, because the Brahm. 
putra is -a masculine river-it 'is Brahma-
putra and not -'putri'. (lnterruptton). 
May we have an assurance from the 
Government that on this particular occasion_ 
the recommendations of this expert commi-
ttee would not be shelved on the ground 
that the Government will have to spend a 
lot .of money in order to protect the lan~i 

fro:n devastation caused by the Brahma-
putra. H~w long do they p,opose to take 
to remedy the situarion ? 

The Minister of Irrigation and Power 
(Shri Fakhruddln Abmed): As has been 
explained by my .colleague, this pJrticuhr 
Teport deals only witl) the aspect of erogion 
by Brahmaputra. Bu: so far as the ques:ion 
of tackling the flood problem of BTahma-
pu~ra is concerned, we have sufficient 
material with us on the basis of which 
action to control the rigours of the floods 
can be undertaken. 

Shri H~m Barua :' You have not 
un jertaken. 

Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed :- I can 
assure the hon. Member that st"me ac~ion 
in that respect has already b"en taken, 
I have recently h3d some discussions 
with the Planning Minister and the Finance 
Minister, and thereafter we have already 
proceeded to take some long-rang~· sche~es 
for contToIling the flc-ocs in lhe 
Brahmaputra. 

Shrl N. R. Laskar In vIew of the 
fact that floods are a national problem and 
this mighty Brahl1)aputra is causing heavy 
damage to the State's economy, I would 
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like to know by what time the Government 
is going to take a decision to take up this 
project in a phased programme .. 

Shri Fakbruddin Ahmed : I have 
already pointed OUt that thi" matter has 
been discussed by me with the Finance 
Minister and the Planning Minister, and 
already some steps have been taken to 
tackle the protiem. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
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Welfare of Scbeduled Castes 

·513. Sbri H.C. Linga Reddy : 
Shri P. R. Chakraverti : 

Will the Minister of Planning and 
Social Welfare be pleased to state : 

(a) the amount provided for the welfare 
of Scheduled Castes in the Third Plan 
and the schemes for which the same was 
spent ; 

(b) the reasons for shonfall in ex-
penditure ; and 

(c) the amount proposed to be provided 
for the· welfare of the Scheduled Castes 
in the Fourth Five Year Plan ? 

The Deputy Minister in tbe Depart-
ment of Social Welfare (Shrimati 
ChBDdrasekhar) : (a) An amount of Rs. 
43.50 crores was provided for the welfare 
of Scheduled Castes in the Third Five 
Year Plan for the foilow;ng schemes 

Central Sector 
I. ·Post-matric scholarships 

2. Girls' Hostels ; 




