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Shri Bakar Ali Mirza : The hon.
Minister said that economic policy and
devaluation was discussed with the Soviet
‘Government. Are we to understand that
the question of devaluation was discussed
with the foreign Goveinment before we
took the decision here as there was no need
to discuss it afterwards 2

Shri Asoka Mehta : No, Sir; I went
there after devaluation, Jn the course of
the discussion, after all one is out to have
friendly discussions, we ask some ques-
tions about their policies and they ask us
about our policies and that we are doing
and how we are planning apd how we go
about our work. We discussed with their
Planning Commission. As I pointed out
earlier, ‘'on an earl er occasion, we have
sought co-operaticn from the Planning
Commission for pianning the machine buijld-
ing sector. When we discuss with them,
we naturally discuss something atout their
working as well as about our working.
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION

U. S. Expert’s Report on Control
of Brahmaputra

+
Shri Yashpal Singh :
Shri Sidheshwar Prasad :
Shrimati Renuka
Barkataki :
Shri Panna Lal
Shri Vishwanath :
Pandey :
Shri Brij Basi Lal :
Shri Ram Harkh Yadav :

S.N.Q 12.

Will the Minister of Irrigation and
Power be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have received
report from the U.S. expert for the control
of Brahmaputra river ;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the reaction of Government there-
to?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Irrigation and Power (Dr.'K. L.
Rao) : (a) Only a draft report on the
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bank erosion problems af the Brahmaputra
river has been received recently from the
American expert, Mr. H.E. Weller.

(b) & (c). In his draft report Mr.
Weller has discussed the nature of the prob-
lem, the several methods of river training
and bank protection and their application
to the conditions in the Brahmaputra. His
final report will, however, have to be awaited
before conclusions are drawn,

it et Fag: - 99 A A Pwfefasn
AT §, TAF FIL LHTT F1 747 frogaw

27

Dr.K.L.Rao : It is true that there
has been some unfair criticism and that
criticism was apparently founded on in-
correct . information. - Mr.- Weller is a
great expert and a great engineer and he
has categorically stated that in a river like
Brahmaputra, where conditions are unsta-
ble, it is not possible to protect the banks
all along; he has said that only some local
areas can be protected and that too by either
bank protection or river' training works.
Therefore, the criticism levelled was not
justified.

st qaw fag . FT WRT GIHE
39 O ¥ AR fwar & fF W w@°y
sfa¥ T a1 T FT 3HY 997 M 4T
AT Y "t & f fgrgmam & g
geifae oy & oY agf ¥ wr~or wfEq
2 g9 &, T FIT T TR & AfbA
fore oY gw gy i o fey § 2
TR ax AT ¥ af@ mrEE w@y
Ty w3 =TT fear 9} w7 fear v famr
q¥T F TA HT BN GA AGH A I |
qurE FIT aren fegea gl ¥
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Wy

Dr. K. L. Rao : Actaully, Sir, in the
case of Brahmaputra, we appointed a
committee known as Jaffar Ali committee

in October 1964 and that has submitted a |
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report on the same problem. This prob-
lem. being one of extensive difficulty, one
which involves several crores of rupees, we
thought, of getting the experience of other
countries like America where there are
similar rivers, for example, Maississipi
where .bank protection works. have been
done on an extensive scale. It is not
against any self-respect of a nation to seek
advice on technical matters, to seek second
opinion. There is nothing wrong in
that, .

Shrimati Renuka Barkataki : Since
the average annual damage caused by floods
in the Brahmaputra and its tributaries
has been estimated by the government to be
about § crores a year and since the expendi-
ture of the magnjtude indicated in the re-
port of Mr. Weller cannot be incurred with
the meagre resources of the State Govern-
ment, does the Central Government pro-
pose to take over the financial and other
responsibilities for implementing the scheme
on a phased basis and if so what will te the
first phase and will this be included in the
Fourth Plan ?

Dr.K. L. Rao : Actually it is realised
that the erosion works always are very costly
and cannot be” taken up by State’s alone.
That is why in the case of Kerala, the anti-

* sea erosion work has been taken over by the

Centre. Likewise, when) definite plans
are drawn up, it likely that consideration
will be given to extend help from the
Centre to the State Government.

= T @ qRT KT AGRT A
ot qarar § fF wargE & ary feer
9T FNE gEdT TrawAT T FAT ATAT
afewer & | & ST rgar § i sy
FfE § FE qodlT #9159 @
W A FY § fF Y @ Wy S @
IgHY Y frrar oy, fafeew #1 47
|1 fHaT Sy qrfs qrey &7 gang feare
qT SATET A g AR IHAC & FER
SUTT AN ?
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Dr. K. L. Rao : It is quite so. In
some areas where it is necessary to divert
the water away from the bank it is likely
. that the dredging may be  helpful. It
is just a trial; it has not been done else-
where, but just now we are trying it in
Kosi river ;we are trying to adopt in the
case of the Majuli Island where thege is
heavy erosion. Therefore, it is cne cf
the techniques that will te adopted in
tackling the problem of bank erosion in
the Brahmaputra valley.

st it TR e G wERT A
Farar § fr ag sfaw foid € sevan
FT @ &1 & AAr =gan g w99
geifra arga &1 sfaw foe 9 a%
foad &Y mror & 7 ¥@T oW 9T &Y

¥FIaC & g9 qg fasenr &F qax §

W I FIE FGETQ AT FA FY
wifew Fr g g 7

Dr. K. L. Rao : The final report will
be in the month of October, and for the
generation of pm'wer there is no need for
any consultaticn. Our engincers are

‘capable of drawing up schemes not only
for India but even for many other coun-
tries.

Sl WTEA AT MR AR
fraawr dwmm w1 fagma: wqd 99-
Futy At F fag @ w3 faan
T & SR IEF e ag e gars
T @Y § a1 e a9 & ae fee
WF I fa=ne fem smmm ?

Dr. K. L. Rao : This report deals with
only one aspect of it, that is, the bank
erosion. Itdoesnot dea] with all the various
aspects of the flood control work. There
has been quite a number of schemes drawn
up and they will be taken up. As I sub-
mitted earlier, there is already the report
of the Jaffar Ali Committee, and °the
Weller Committee report really agrees
with most of the recommendatjons of the
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Jaftar Ali Committee’s report. Therefore,
there is nothing that we are waiting for as
such.

Shri Hem Barua: Everytime, when a
Committee is asked to go into the problem of
floods and erosions created by the Brahma-
putra and everytime it submits a report,
the Government shelves the recommend-
ations of the expert committee on the plea
that the recommendations put a lot of
pressure on the exchequer of the
Government. The floods continue-
to devastate the land, because the Brahma
putra is-a masculine river—it is Brahma-
putra and not “‘putri’.  (Interruption).
May we have an assurance from the
Government that on this particular occasion.
the recommendations of this expert.commi-
ttee would not be shelved on the ground
that the Government will have to spend a
lot of money in order to protect the land
from devastation caused by the Brahma-
putra. How long do they propose to take

to remedy the situation ?

The Minister of Irrigation and Power
(Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed): As has been
explained by my colleague, this particular
report deals only with the aspect of erosion
by Brahmaputra. Bu: s0 far as the question
of tackling the flood problem of Brahma-
pura is concerned, we have sufficient
material with us on the basis of which
action to control the rigours of the floods
can be undertaken.

Shri Hem Barua @ You have not
uniertaken.

Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed :- I can
assure the hon. Member that some action
in that respect has already been taken,
I have recently had some discussions
with the Planning Minister and the Finance
Minister, and thereafter we have already
proceeded to take some long-range.schemes
for controlling the flcods in the
Brahmaputra.

Shri N.R.Laskar : ln view of the
fact that floods are a national problem and
this mighty Brahmaputra is causing heavy
damage to the State’s economy, I would
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like to know by what time the Government
is going to take a decision to take up this
project in a phased programme. .

Shri Fakhruddin Ahmed : I have
already pointed out that this’ matter has
been discussed by me with the Finance
Minister and the Planning Minister, and
already some steps have been taken to
tackle the protlem. .

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
wxW 1 waw frafa

*512. Tlo TH AAGT Afgam :
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(¥) wrg @ #ww & wEq
fatlw &t Aww 5 fad gwwany
T F FEw IR M
TRw 431 & @ &4,
FRUNG 9x, &=l 9 &9y 9T
FW APT gEY GFE A 7 4T
SaTMaarrt g1 & S @ T
g | TaF weEATal w1 FIw S Ay
FEIT gRT Tgq& 9 & qifq &
atg g1 |19 AT FFE AT 0T
T FT AT ST | T a9 INT ARH
& ey frafe 71 OFH § geigaT a0
& 1| T AT dg g gefE faee
FE Qret & Wee & g F gaqT wiy-
Fifat gra fazet & &t g www
Y T ] WA W w12
wfama ¥ st w7 & 2

Welfare of Scheduled Castes

*513. Shri H.C. Linga Reddy :
Shri P. R. Chakraverti
Will the Minister of Planning and
Social Welfare be pleased to state :
(a) the amount provided for the welfare
of Scheduled Castes in the Third Plan
and the schemes for which the same was
spent

(b) the reasons for shortfall in ex-
penditure ; and

(c) the amount proposed to be provided
for the welfare of the Scheduled Castes.

in the Fourth Five Year Plan ?

The Deputy Minister in the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare (Shrimati
Chandrasekhar) :(a) An amount of Rs.
43" 50 crores was provided for the welfare
of Scheduled Castes in the Third Five
Year Plan for the foilowing schemes :

Central Sector
1. "Post-matric scholarships i

2. Girls’ Hostels ;





