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maximum speed of coastal ships is 
only eleven knots in India; 

(ob) whether the new ships proposed 
to be purchased are also of the same 
speed; and 

(c) if so, whether Government have 
taken any steps to direct the shipping 
coi-tcerns to purchase ships of higher 
speed rate? 

The Minister of SbipplDg In the 
Ministry of Transport and CommunI-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a). No. 
Sir. The speed of our coastal ships 
ranges from 7 knots to 17 knots. 

(b) and (c). It is for the Shipping 
Companies to decide the speed of the 
vessels to be acquired, having regard 
to the nature of the trade, economic. 
of operation, facilities at the ports to 
be touched, etc. HCJWever, by ex-
perience it has been found that ships 
with an average speed of 9 to 10 
knots serve adequately the needs of 
the Indian Coast! Trade. 

Deepening of Ganges for NavIgation 

°1263. Shrl Vlshram Prasad: Will 
the Minister of Transport and ColD-
munications be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have any 
proposal to deepen the river Ganges 
from West Bengal to Allahabad city 
for the purposes of navigation; and 

(b) if so, when Government propose 
to take the work in hand? 

The M.\niSter of SbJppIng In the 
MinIstry of Transport and Commani-
cations (Shrt Raj Bahadur): (a) No, 
Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Western Kosl Canal 

01264 J Shri Prlya Gupta: . L 8hri loreudra Jba: 

Will the Minister of IrriptiOD aad 
Power to pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Western Kosi Canal had been inauau-
rated; 

(b) whether it is also a tact tha, 
tenders were invited tor the execu-
tion of this canal; 

(c) whether it is also a fact that 
due to agitation in Nepal the work of 
execution of this canal has been de-
layed; and 

(d) if so, the steps Government 
propose to take to expedite the work? 

The Minister of State :In the MinIs-
try of IrriratioD and Power (8hr1 
Alagesan): (a) to (c). Yes, Sir. 

(d) The local people in Nepal terri. 
tory have demanded that the present 
ali,gnment of the canal be pushed tur-
ther north in order that a larger area 
may be conunanded. The Kosi Project 
authorities are making every effort to 
settle the matter in consultation with 
the authorities concerned of H2s 
Majesty's Government of Nepal. 

Manufacture Of Steel Converter 

°1265. Shrl Bharwat lha And: Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether a new type of .teel 
converter has been manufactured en-
tirely in an Ajmer Workship; and 

(b) whether its working has proved 
satisfactory? 

The Deputy Mlnlster In the Mlnls.. 
try of Railways (Shrl S. V. Ramas-
wamy): (a) A steel converted was 
manufactured by Ajmer Workshops in 
the year 1913 for use in the Steel 
Foundry in the Cannage VVogon 
Workshop at Ajmer. An additional 
converter of a similar ty.pe incorporat· 
ing certain improvements has recent-
ly been manufactured entirely at 
Ajmer Workshops and brought Into 
commission early this year. 

(Ib) The new converter is working 
satisfactorily. 

Hybrid Mabie 8eed 

°1266. Shrl Burendra Pal BinI'h: 
Will the Minister of Food aDd ~. 
eulture be pleased to atste: 

(a) whether any effort has bHD 
made by any Government agency to 




