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LOK SABHA

Tuesday, the 8th Mayf 1962/18th Vai- 
sakha 1884 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock.

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]. 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Use of Methane Gas in place of Coal
*497. Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Will 

the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
has demonstrated the technical feasi­
bility of using methane gas derived 
out of cow dung etc. for propelling a 
5 h.p. engine;

(b) if so, whether Government pro­
pose to popularise its use for indus­
trial purposes in place of coal; and

(c) the steps proposed to be taken 
therefor?

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri S. K. Patil): (a) to (c). It 
has been found to be technically feasi­
ble to use cow dung gas for propelling 
a 5 h.p. engine. This has been done 
only as a measure of demonstration; 
the experiment has not reached a 
stage, when the question of advocat­
ing its use for industrial use in place 
of coal, or even putting it on trial on 
a commercial scale, can be consider­
ed.

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Since there 
is such a shortage of coal, may I 
know whether Government will give 
more attention to the increased use 
of methane gas?
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Shri S. K. Patil: No doubt, Gov­
ernment will keep It in mind, but its 
feasibility or practicability has not 
been demonstrated beyond doubt as to 
whether it will be a proper replace­
ment for either coal or any other fuel.

Shri Sham Lai Saraf: Is it a fact
that about two yoars back or so an ex­
pert from a foreign country (Euro­
pean country) was called for guidance 
in making better use of cow dung, 
more particularly for getting gas out 
of it? .

Shri S. K. Patil: If It is commer­
cially feasible, it will be done. About 
100 eft. of gas could be produced from 
about 80 to 90 lbs. of cow dung, which 
is the .average need of a family for 
lighting and fuel needs. But, then, it 
has got to be made commercially prac­
ticable so that whatever machine we 
produce will be within the reach of a 
family to buy and operate economi­
cally. Therefore, there is a great 
future for it.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: May I
know whether it is a fact that gobar 
plant has been in use in various blocks 
for the last six or seven years?

Shri S. K. Patil: It has been used
only for demonstration purposes. When 
it is commercially possible to do so, 
we will use it extensively.

Shrimati Savitri Nigam: What are 
the difficulties in the way of the Gov­
ernment in making it available for 
commercial use?

Shri S. K. Patil: First of all, its
potentiality for commercial use must 
be proved beyond doubt. There is no 
difficulty in Government’s way.
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Shri K. R. Gupta: What is the main 
difficulty or hurdle in its becoming 
available for commercial use?

Shri S. K. Patil: We have to take
into account the price factor also, be­
cause if we produce a machine which 
is really so costly that it cannot be 
within the reach of an ordinary far­
mer’s family, then it.is no use. It may 
produce gas and ultimately through 
dynamo may even produce electricity, 
but the question is whether it is with­
in the means of the farmer.
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Som hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: Nothing more can be 
extracted from cow dung at present. 
Next question.

Hindi in P. & T. Department

*498. Shri Shree Narayan Das: Will 
the Minister of Transport and Com­
munications be pleased to state:

(a) whether the scheme of mone­
tary incentives for the staff of the 
P&T Department to learn Hindi has 
been finalised;

(b) if so, important features of such 
a scheme; and

(c) the extent to which the scheme 
has been implemented?

The Minister of Transport and Com­
munications (Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a)
to (c). The Posts and Telegraphs Board 
has approved, in principle, that text­
books should be supplied free for use 
in Training classes and Cash Prizes 
should be awarded on the results of 
tests held by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. The details are being work­
ed out in consultation with the Minis­
try of Home Affairs and Ministry of 
Finance.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know when it has been put into force 
and the extent to which it has been 
possible for the staff to learn Hindi in 
this department?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Many of the
administrative offices have been imple­
menting this now.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether the P. & T. Department is also 
likely to engage some teachers, as in 
the Defence and other departments, to 
enable its employees to learn Hindi?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I think under
the scheme of the Home Ministry some 
teachers are employed for this pur­
pose.
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Shri Thimmaiah: May I know whe­
ther it has been made compulsory for 
the administrative officers to pass




