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Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May
I know what are the countries from
which the Eastern Shipping Corpora-
tion and the Western Shipping Corpo-
ration have increased their tonnage
in the last one year?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We have only
the Shipping Corporation now. Of
course, its predecessors were the
Eastern Shipping Corporation and the
Western Shipping Corporation. They
went, sometimes, to German ship-
yards; and they also bdnked upon our
own shipyard. In fact, at the
moment, we have got 9 orders by the
Shipping Corporation of India under
execution by the Hindustan Shipyard
Limited.
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Shri Indrajit Gupta: Has the atten-
tion of the Government been drawn
to the fact that the National Ship-
ping Board, in its Annual Report for
1960-61, points out that Yugoslavia
has offered some ships for the coastal
trade and this should be pursued by
us. What action has been taken?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think the offer
is a part of the credit of 40 million
dollars of which 10 million dollars,
approximately Rs. 4.7 crores, has been
ear-marked for the purchase of ships
from Yugoslavia. Whether we will
ply them on coastal trade or on the
overseas trade is a matter to be
decided by the exigencies of the situa-
tion confronting the various com-
panies in the public or the private
sector.
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Barter Deal with U.S. Government

+
( Shri D. C. Sharma:
| Shri R. S, Tiwary:
'658.{ Shri K. N. Pande:
| Shri Balakrishnan:
_ Shri V. K. Ramaswamy:

Wil] the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that an
agreement has been reached with the
United States Government for obtain-
ing bales of cotton in exchange for
sugar;
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(b) if so, the terms and condition
of the agreement;

(c) the prices at which sugar and
<cotton will be sold and purchased by
.each party; and

(d) the time by which this barter
deal would take place?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food (Shri A. M. Thomas):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) U.S.A. has agreed to import
50,000 short tons of sugar during the
first half of 1962 against purchase of
«cotton.

(c) Sugar/cotton are to be sold|
purchased at market prices through
‘normal trade channels.

(d) While sugar has to reach U.S.A.
by 30th June, 1962, cotton is to be
imported by 31st December, 1962.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
whether these normal trade channels
juclude the State Trading Corporation
also or they are only private
channels?

Shri A. M. Thomas: The State
Trading Corporation does not come
into the picture at all.

Shri D. C. Sharma: What is the
amount of cotton that we get in
return for the sugar? Will that meet
the shortage that we are having in
this country?

Shri A. M. Thomas: The quantity
that we would. get is about 44,000
bales of long staple cotton. It will
not be sufficient to meet our require-
‘ments.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know if
any other efforts are made to meet
the shortage of cotton in this country?

Shri A. M. Thomas: That is more
concerned with the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry. The shortfall
has been placed at about 17 lakh bales
and arrangemecnts have, I think, been
made to import about 6.5 lakhs of
bales. '
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Shri Venkatasubbaiah: May I know .
whether the price of cotton that we
import from the United States com-
pares favourably with the price of
cotton bought from other countries?

Shri A, M. Thomas: Certainly, Sir;
it will stand comparison. We can
otherwise import from other countries.
We are bound to import only these
44,000 bales.

National Highways in Kerala
_{_

J Shri A, K. Gopalan:

7\ Shri Imbichibava:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Copmunications be pleased to state:

*659.

(a) the projects under the National
Highway Scheme included in the
Second Five Year Plan in Kerala;

(b) the amount allotted for the
purpose and the amount utilized;

(c) how many of these projects
were executed by the end of 1961-62,
the first year of the Third Year Plan
and how many of them are still in-
complete; and

(d) the overall percentage of
achievement in Kerala in regard to
National Highway development during
Second Five Year Plan?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Bhagavati): (a) A statement is
placed on the Table of the Sabha.
[See Appendix II, annexure No. 16].

(b) (i) Amount allotted—Rs. 104.95
lakhs.

(ii) Amount  utilised—Rs.  83.52

lakhs.

(c) (i) 24
executed.

works have heen

(ii) 38 works are in progress.
(d) 80 per cent.

Shri A. K, Gopalan: In the state-
ment it is said that some works were
carried over from the First Plan to
the Second Plan.





