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Mr. Speaker: We are straying
away from the question.

Shri Raj Bahadur: That is a laud-
able object which we shall keep in
view.
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Shri Gajendra Prasad Sinha: What
ure the reasons why the production of
sugar in most of the mills in Bihar has
gone down?

Shri A. P. Jain: It is not a fact that
production from most of the mills has
gone down. In certain mills it has
suffered.

Rain of Fish at Ghaziabad

(Shri D. C. Sharma:
Shri Shree Narayan Das:
*715., Shri Radha Raman:
| Shri Mohan Swarup:
LPandit D. N. Tiwary:

Will the Minister of Transport and
Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether the reported rain of
fish at Ghaziabad village near Delhi
on or about the 15th September, 1957
has been brought to the notice of the
meteorological experts of the Govern-
ment of India;

(b) if so, whether the phenomenon
has been examined; and

(c) the nature of the

findings in
this regard?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Except for
newspaper reports, the Meteorologi-
cal Department of the Government of
India has no information on the sub-
ject.

(b) and (c). No examination of the
phenomenon was possible, as there
is no meteorological observatory at
or near the place where the ratn of
fish is reported to have fallen.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May 1 know if
any attempt was made to check up
these newspapers reports by the
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Meteorological department and what
‘was the nature of the check up?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The Fisheries
Department in the U.P. is likelv to
receive a report from the District
Magistrate of Meerut who is con-
cerned with this area.

Mr. Speaker: This was on the 15th
of September, Whatever happened
there, does it require so much time
to get reports even?

Shri Raj Bahadur: [ think the news-
paper report is of the 15th Septem-
ber.

Shri Gajendra Prasad Sinha: Is it
not a fact that such a phenomenon is
very rare? It has happened. Has not
this been examined by the Meteoro-
logical department?

Mr. Speaker: They have nof got
the materials. What is the examin-
ation?

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture
(Shri M. V. Krishnappa): Except the
Biblical story where fish and food
came from the sky, there is no other
case of fish coming down from the
sky. When fish is carried by cyclone
from one pond, 1t comes down

Mr. Speaker: What 1 would like to
know 1s this. If it shodld have hap-
pened, it 1s an extiraordinary pheno-
menon. There is some newspaper re-
port. Whether it ought to have come
here before Parliament or not is an-
other matter, The persons in charge
of the area should have gone there
and verified the reports if the report
appeared in a very important paper.
What steps have been taken so far
as that matter is concerned. It is one
thing to say, we have found it is @&
myth. It is another thing to say we
have no report. We are prepared to
condemn it from here. How does it
happen that no information is being
given to the House?

'The Minister of Transport and Com-
mmunications (Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri): Information was received,
But, what we have come to know
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from the Meteorological department is
that they have not been able to find
anything authentic so far in con-
nection with that particular matter as
to whether there was actually fish
rain at Ghaziabad. They are unable
to make any further investigation in-
to the matter, It is true the TU.P,
Government is also making certain
enquiries. But, we have not received
any report from them so far. Our
Meteorological department does not
attach much importance to it because
they feel that this phenomenon has
happened at several other places in
the country. It has happened many a
time 1in Bengal. There is some ex-
planation for that as the Deputy
Minister of Food said just now about
cyclones sucking flsh and then the
fAish coming down with the rains. The
department concerned does not
attach much importance. As they are
the experts, we cannot say anything
further. Fortunately, all the ques-
tioners happen to be vegetarians., I
do not think they need be so much
interested in fish rain.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.

Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: All that the hon.
Members want to hear, evidently, is
this. Is that a fact? The people are
there. It is not the concern of one
paper reporter, There are a number
of persons there. Whoever goes
there can easily find out if there was
really fish rain, though the fish may
not appear on the soil today.

Shri Raj Bahadur: Much as we
would-like to study on the spot, the
fact remains that we do not Have a
meteorological check post at
Ghaziabad. We shall not have first
hgmd information. Whatever infor-
mation we will be able to collect now
will be Thearsay.

Mr, Speaker: Ten days’ notice 1is
given. It is not a Short Notice ques-
tion. In ten days, can't the Govern-
ment collect information if it was or
was not a fact. Ghaziabad is not
thousands of miles away.



320§ Oral Answers

Shyi Lal Bahadur Shastri: If you so
like, we can send a man from the
department. But, it msay not pro-
duce any result.

Mr. Speaker: Very well. Next ques-
tion. It would not produce any
resuylt. What can be done.

Fobdgrailn Prices In Calcntta

»716. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) whether “direct action” move-
ment was launched in Calcutta in the
month of September, this Year to
protest against the increase in fhe
prices of foodstuffs there;

(b) what has ‘been the imtrease in
the prices of foodstuffs in Calcutta in
the months of August and September,
1957, over the prices prevailing during
the corresponding months of 1956; and

(c) whether the ©prices are still
going up? -

The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agriculture (Shrt A. M. Thomas):
(a) There was some agitation about
rige in prices for 8 or 4 days in Sep-
tember, 1957.

(b) There was increase in the
prices of some items of foodstuffs and
decrease in others during August and
September this year as compared to
last year. The extent® of increase
varied from 3'1 per cent. to 387 per
cent. The extent of delrease varied
from 1-2 per cent. to 18'8 per cent.

(¢) No, Sir. The prices are more
or less steady. T

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I
know the efforts made by the Govern-
ment to bring down the prices which
have gone up? .

Shri A. M. Thomas: * The House
knows that we have a number of
fair price shops. In the Calcutta
industrial area itself, there are as
many as 3053 fair price $hops. About
94 lakhs of people throughout West
Bengal are now covered® by identity
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cards. We have also supplied sub-
stantial quantities of foodgrainz to
the fair price shops: It has been made
clear on a previous occasion that
about 65,000 tons of rice are being
given to the State Government for
the months of September, October,
November and December. Adequate
qguantities of wheat are alse being
supplied to the State Government.

Shri B. Ramanathan Chettiar: What
is the present level of prices in
Calcutta compared to September?

Shri A. M. Thomas: In August-
September, the prices in 1957 to which
year the question relates, was 23-25
(in September) for coarse rice, where-
as in 19858 1t was 20'50. In August,
1956 the price of coarse rice was
Rs. 20 and in August 1857 it was
Rs. 24-25.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May
I know if the Government is aware
that the amount of food given for
distribution does not cover the
number of cardholders for modified
and for cheap rations?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Yes, it covers.
We are now supplying at the rate of
one seer of wheat and one seer of rice
per adult per week.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May
I know whether it has been  brought
to  the notice of Government that
many of the cardholders in the rural
as well as the city areas are not able
to buy because there is no stock in
the shops?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (8hri A P. Jain): We have not
had any such reports.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I
know the factors which led to the
increase in price, and to what extent
was the drought responsible for in-
crease in price in Calcutta?

Shri A. P. Jain: Of course, the re-
ports of the drought have been res-
ponsible to some extenti for the .in-
crease in price, but it is rather difficult
to determine to what extent Brought
has affected the prices.





