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Shri Bhocjl Bhai:
*1904.4 "Shrt Rameshwar Tantis:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a de-
putation of Burmese Press has been
invited to visit India; and

(b) it so, which Burmese news-
papers are represented on the press
group visiting India?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairg (Shri
Sadath Al Kbhan): (a) Yes.

(b) The Burmese newspapers re-
presented on the group are:—

(i) “The New Times of Burma”,
Rangoon.

(ii) “The Hanthawaddy”, Ran-
goon.

(iii) “The New Light of
Burma”, Rangoon.

(iv) “Myanma Lanzin”, Man-
dalay.
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ghri Sadath All Khan: The Delega-
tion arrived at Calcutta on the 26th

March, 1858 After visiting Rourkela
wnd Bhilai steel plants, it toured the
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States of Madras, Kerala, Mysore and
Bombay and visited Bhopal, Agra,
Delhi, Bhakra-Nangal and Srinagar.
The Delegation is due to return to
Rangoon on the 30th April, 1958 after
visiting Banaras, Gaya, Sindri, Chitta-
ranjan and Calcutta.

8hri Joachim Alva: Government
spends quité a lot of money on Press
Delegations coming from abroad. 1
would like to know whether Govern-
ment or the Chief of Protocol takes
any special interest in seeing that
these foreign journalists are in touch
with all the members of the Journa-
lists Union here or in other impor-
tant cities and also Members of Parlia-
ment who are journalists belonging to
all parties in the House.

Shri Sadath Al Khan: The pro-
gramme is normally fixed after con-
sulting their side and our side. So, it
is chalked out by mutual consent and
all the items are included.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member sug-
gests that when journalists come here,
journalists in Parliament and outside
must be consulted or given opportuni-
ties to mix with them.

Shri Sadath Ali Khan: The hon.
Member’s suggestion will be borne in
mind.

Shri T. K. Chaudhuri: Is the Gov-
ernment in a position to inform us as
to who it was that selected the diffe-
rent papers represented in this Dele-
gation? 1Is it the Government of
Burma or any independent Press body
in Burma, because I find that some of
the xmportant Burmese papers are not
represented?

Shri Sadath All Khan: Qur Ambas-
sador in Burma in consultation with
the Burmese Foreign Office drew up
this list of journalists who would visit
this country.

Shri T. K. Chaudhuri: Is the Gov-
ernment or our men in Burma in touch
with any independent Journalists'
Association in Burma and was their
opinion sought?



12979 Oral Answers

Shrl Sadath All Khan: I could not
answer that question offhand. I will
have to make enquiries.

Shri Hem BRarua: May I know if the

Burmese Press Delegation has so far
visited Parliament?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is
always here.

Shri Sadath Ali Khan: Not so far
as I know.

Mausoleum of Maulana Azad

+
Shri D. C., Sharma:
Shri A, M. Tariq:
Shrl Bhakt Darshan:

{_Shri Nek Ram Negi:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

*1905.

(a) whether any decision has been
taken by the Government of India
with regard to the construction of a
mausoleum in memory of Maulana
Azad;

(b) whether any other steps are
being taken to perpetuate  his
memory; and

(¢) if so, the nature thereof?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of External Affairs (Shri
Sadath Ali Khan): (a) In view of the
location of Maulana Azad’'s tomb in
front of the Jama Masjid, it is not
proposed to erect any elaborate
structure there. It is intended to
have a garden round about the tomb
as well as on the other side of the
approach road to the Jama Masjid.

For the present, a simple temporary
but artistic covering will be put up
for the tomb. The further question
of any permanent arrangement will
be considered later.

(b) and (c¢). It is understood that
the Working Committee of the Con-
gress have issued an appeal for a
fund with the object of honouring
the memory of Maulana Azad. A
copy of this appeal is laid on the
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Table of the Lok Sabha. [See Ap-
pendix, VIII, annexure No. 47].

The Sahitya Akademi intends to
bring out a collection of Maulana
Azad’s writings. Steps are being
taken to collect all his writings from
his early days.

Shri D. C. Sharma: May 1 know
how long it will take for the com-
mittee to determine the kind of mau-
soleum which is mentioned in the
reply given by the Parliamentary
Secretary?

Shri Sadath Ali Khan: The Work-
ing Committee has already proposed
certain steps which should be taken
for this. I think it appeared in the
newspapers.
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Shri T. K. Chaudhuri: On a point
of order, Sir. The hon. Parliamentary
Secrctary has referred to an appeal of
the Congress Working Committee. The
question was intended to elicit infor-
mation as to what steps Government
has taken. Since when has the Con-
gress Working Committee become the
Government?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member can
leave the Congress Working Com-
mittee alone, The Parliamentary
Secrctary could easily have said:
These are the steps that Government
are taking. Other persons who are
interested are also taking steps.
Whether outsiders take steps or
insiders take steps, it is & memorial in
memory of the late Maulana Saheb.
Therefore, he has given outside infor-
mation to us but not to give increased
importance to the Congress Working
Committee, so far as this House is
concerned. Any contribution from any
other source also is welcome provided
it fits into the scheme.

Shri Yajnik: I want to ask if in res-
ponse to the appeal of the Working
Committec an all-parties Maulana
Azad Memorial Committee has not
been appointed and funds are being
subscribed by all the Members of this

. House for a portrait. So, it is no use

saying that it is the Congress Work-





