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why the last meeting was adjourned 
by about a fortnight?

Shri Nanda: I did not follow.

Mr. Speaker: Was there any othe: 
reason for adjourning the proceedings 
last time by a fortnight?

Shri Nanda: They wanted more time 
in order to submit more information.

Shri Tridib Kumar Ghaudhuri: T'u
hon. Minister stated at the outset that 
the Committee could not  finalise its 
report because a certain aspect of in* 
formation obtained from  the news­
papers was missing  May  I  knew 
what was that particular aspect which 
was missing and which has now been 
considered by the Committee*

Shri Nanda: We found later on that 
the total number of  employees of 
different categories was not precisely 
stated. Therefore the consequences of 
the new facts in terms of  flnanc'al 
burden could not be precisely work­
ed out.

Shri Joachim Alva: Has the com­
mittee taken note of a very important 
fact, namely, that the total advertise­
ment revenue of the newspapers wis 
only Rs 5 crores at the,time of the 
Press Commission. It  has  risen to 
Rs. 9 crores  Will the journalists get 
the benefit of the increase m revenue?

Shri Nanda: I am not on that com­
mittee  The  committee  will deal 
with this matter in its own way.

Green Tea

f Shri Anirudh Sinha:
J Shri Daljit Singh:

2811.  ̂Shri Naval Prabhakar: 
Shri Bhakt Darshan:

Will the Minister of Commerce ax>d 
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether it has come  to the 
notice of Government that  there is 
huge stock of green tea of  Kangra 
Valley and Dehra Dun lying unsold;

(b) if so, the reasons for the slump 
fat green tea; and

(c)  the steps that ar» being taken 
to And out new and revive the tra­
ditional markets for green tea*

Hie Minister of Commerce (Shri 
Kanongo): (a)  to (c). A statement 
is laid on the Table of the House. [See 
Appendix VIII, annexure No. 59].

Shri Anirudh Sinha: Is it a  fact 
that Afghanistan used to buy 40 per 
cent of our total production of green 
tea, but due to vigorous  Japanese 
competition, we have been eliminated 
from the Afghan market and huge 
quantities of tea are lying7  If so, 
what steps are being taken by  the 
Government to find a market for the- 
accumulating stocks

Mr. Speaker: It is coming up almost 
every  day  Again  and again. 
Afghanistan is not purchasing.

Shri Kannango: This question has 
been answered several times  But, I 
may repeat again that taste of con­
sumption of tea is changing in Afghan­
istan as it has been changing  else­
where  That means, they are going 
in more for black tea than  green 
tea.  To help our green tea  trade, 
special arrangement has been  made 
with the Afghan Government which 
would help export certain quantities 
of our green tea
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Shil H«m Raj: Is it not a fact that 
green tea has gone out of the market? 
What steps will the Central Govern­
ment take to encourage the produc­
tion of black tea in Kangra and other 
areas?

Shri Kanungo: We are waiting for 
a scheme by the Punjab Government 
to have a co-operative factory or any 
other  type of organisation  where 
.green tea could be turned into black 
tea.

Shri Hem BaJ: What is the central 
aid which the Government is going 
-to give to the Punjab Government tor 
setting: up this factory9

Shri Kannngo: When the scheme is 
prepared, the sharing of expenses will 
"be considered

Shri Bameahwar Tantia: May  I
know whether it is a fact that  the 
Tea Board has approached the Central 
Government to establuh a tea guar­
antee fund to arrange loans for these 
units and if so what are the reasons 
for the delay9

Shri Kannngo:  No proposal has
been received so -far
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Stall Anirndh Sinha: Has it come to 
the notice dt the Government that S 
out of a total of 21 tea gardens  in 
Dehra Dun producing green tea have 
closed down and many more will close 
down if the Afghan markets are not 
regamed quickly?  I want to  know 
what action the Government are tak­
ing for rehabilitating this distress in 
the Dehra Dun District

Shri Kannngo: I have no informa­
tion that tea gardens have closed down. 
My figures of stock show that there 
is no accumulation of stock in Dehra 
Dun area. As for rehabilitation  of 
green tea industry, it has got to be 
realised that the world demand for 
green tea is fast disappearing

Shri N R. Mnnlsamy: What is the 
reason behind the ban of export of 
green tea from Rampur area?

Shri Kannngo: There is no ban any­
where

Shri Anirndh Sinha Is it a  fact 
that last year a Government-sponsor­
ed delegation led by the chairman of 
the Indian Tea Board visited Afghan­
istan, and if so, have they submitted 
any report, and if so, what action Gov­
ernment are taking to find out new 
markets for green tea9

Hie Prime Minister and  Minister 
at External Affairs (Shri Jawaharial 
Nehru): May I suggest to my colle­
ague the hon. Minister of Commerce 
to introduce green tea here, so that we 
may increase the consumption of green 
tea and hon Members may have the 
advantage of green tea?

Shri Braj Raj Singh: Can the Prime 
Minister put a question to a Minister 
here in the House?

Mr Speaker: Yes




