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Quantity of Iron Ore available in 
Thirthamala! Area

*128. Shri D oralsvanl Gounder: 
Will the Minister of Steel, Mines and 
Fuel be pleaded to sta te

(a) what is the quantity of iron ore 
available m Thirthamalai area in 
Hosur Taluk, Salem District, Madras 
State; and

(b) whether there is any immediate 
proposal to exploit the miner a h> avail-
able m Thirthamalai area*

Tbe Minister of Mines and Oil (Shri 
K. D. Malaviya): (a; The quantity of 
iron ore in the Thitthamalai aitu uf 
Salem district has btvn estimated as 
47-5 million tons The ore is mostly 
found as Magnetite-Quartzite rock 
with average iron content 35—40 per 
cent

(b) The exploitation of iron ore of 
this locality for the production of pig 
von on large scale would depend on 
successful completion of pilot scale 
experiments. Three private parties 
intend producing annually 15,000 tons 
of pig iron each from these ores. 
Otherwise the ore from this region u  
not exportable.

I o t a s  from Cashew Shell L igw r
S’Shri Tangwnanl:

*1Z». J Shri A. K. Gopalan:
I^Shrl Blbhntl Mbhra:

Will the Minister of Scientific Re-
search and Cultural Affairs be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether the National Chemical 
Laboratory at Poona have worked 
out a process for the manufacture of 
cation exchange resins for water puri-
fication from cashew shell liquor;

(b) if so, what are tbe possibilities 
of commcrcial utilisation of this pro> 
cess;

(c) what is the amount spent today 
on import of water softening agents; 
and

(dj what steps do Government pro* 
pose to take to expedite the commer-
cial utilisation of the process*

The Minister of Scientific Research 
and Cultural Affairs (Shri Ilumayun 
Kabir): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir The pro-
cess has been entrusted'to the Nation-
al Research Development Corporation 
for commercia’i exploitation and they 
are taking necessary action in the 
matter In 1958 water softening 
material valued at Rs 4'45 lakhs was 
imported
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