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Food Zones
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^Shrl Narapa Reddy:
Will the Minister of Food and Agri­

culture be pleased to state
(a) whether there is any proposal

to revise the structure of the existing 
Food Zones m the country, and

(b) how many State Governments
have sent m such proposals, and

(c) when is the decision likely to
be taken in the matter7

The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas): (a) 
to (c) Suggestions for re-adjustment 
of the boundaries of the existing food 
zones have been received from time 
to time from some of the States such 
as Punjab, Madras, Andhra Pradesh, 
West Bengal and Bombay In the 
larger interests of the country the 
Government of India have not found 
it possible to accept any of these pro­
posals so far

Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh. Will the 
hon Minister please let us know what 
are the suggestions of the Govern 
ments of Punjab, West Bengal, Madras 
Andhra Pradesh and U P ’

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri A. P. Iain): The suggestion 
of the Punjab Government was that 
Delhi should be taken out of their 
zone and that Punjab should be con-
stituted into a zone by itself The 
suggestion of the West Bengal Gov-
ernment was that Orissa should be 
joined with West Bengal The sug-
gestion of the Bombay Government 
was that Madhya Pradesh for rice and 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh for 
wheat should be joined with Bomba> 
The suggestion of Madras and Andhra 
was that the southern zone should be 
split up and each of the four States of 
the southern zone should be consti-
tuted into a separate zone

Shri N. R. Mnniswamy: What are 
the real difficulties that these States 
are experiencing m furthering the 
objectives of the formation of these 
zones, and have Government examin 
ed these difficulties and tried to 
remedy them’

Shri A P Jain: Obviously Bombay 
is a deficit State and Bombay wants 
to be joined with a surplus State 
Now, the surplus States of Rajasthan 
and Madhva Pradesh feel that they 
are poor States and if Bombay is 
joined with them the price of food 
grams will go up and they will suffer
So there is a conflict of interests 
between the surplus States and the 
deficit States

Shri Tyagi: With a view to estab-
lishing a uniform price level all over 
the country, have Government examin-
ed also the feasibility of withdrawing 
all zonal restrictions and allowing a 
free flow of foodgrams’

Shri A. P. Jain: There is no such 
practical scheme before the Govern-
ment at the moment



(c) what would be the total expen-
diture involved?
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