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to-date in respect of commodities for
Soft Currency and Dollar Areas
separately?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Kanungo): (a) There has been no
diversion. The importer has been
given the choice to buy from the
most economic source, in order to
make the best use of the avallable
foreign exchange.

(b) The total-face value of licences
issued for this half-year so far s
Rs. 26 crores for the general area and
Rs. 172 crores for the soft currency
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Export of Tea to Russia

%198 Shri Daljit Singh: Will the
Minister of C ce and Industry
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
tea exports to Russian markets have
declined considerably;
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(b) if so, the reason therefor; and

(c¢) the steps taken by Government
in this regard?

The Deputy Minister of Commerce
and Industry (Shri Satish Chandra):
(a) to (c): Exports of Indian tea to
the U.S.S.R. during 1959 were 2515
million lbs. against 25-28 million lbs.
during 1958. These figures do not
indicate a declining trend in the
export of Indian tea to that country.
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