489 Oral Answers

Shri K. D. Malaviya: As I have
said, the export of manganese ore has
now been gradually increasing. There
have been major causes of a big crash
in export during the last seven or
eight years, but during the last three
years, the exports have been showing
a tendency of gradual increase. The
figures for 1958, 1959 and 1960 are
with me, and I can quote them. 0.976
million tons were exported in 1958,
0.986 million tons were exported in
1959, and during the first six months
of 1960, the figure was 0.586 million
tons, that means, in 1960, it is going
to be slightly more than a million
tons. This gradual increase is clearly
perceptible.
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Will the Minister of Defence be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the crew of the LAF.
plane captured by Naga Hostiles on
the 26th August, 1960 were released
in September, 1960; and

(b) if so, whether the crew have
made any statement about their
detention?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Defence (Shri Fatesinhrao
Gaekwad): (a) Only 5 persons have
been released out of a total of 9.

(b) Yes, Sir.
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: What steps
are being taken to get back our flying
officers? May I also know whether it
is in the knowledge of Government
as to where they are staying now,
and whether information has been
conveyed to the family members of
these officers?

The Deputy Minister of Defence
(Sardar Majithia): So far as the place
where these other members who are
not being released is concerned, we
have got no idea as yet. We know
they are in the area, but they keep
on moving them from place to place,
and, therefore, we cannot say defi-
nitely where they are at the moment.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I
know the condition of the particular
area at present, and what efforts are
being made by Government to secure
the release of those four officers?

Sardar Majithia: So far as the
condition of that area is concerned,
I think the House already knows about
NEFA. Hostiles are there and they
are operating.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: It is not in
NEFA. This is about Nagaland.

Sardar Majithia: We are trying our
best to secure the release of these
airmen as soon as we possibly can.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: As the ques-
tion has not been replied to, may I
know whether the Defence Ministry is
at all aware of that area and the
conditions which prevail in that area?
May I also know whether it is making
any special study of that particular
incident, and if so, what efforts are
going to be made to secure the release
of these airmen?

Sardar Majithia: As I have already
said, Government are fully aware of
the conditions in that area and these
are constantly under study. We have
made efforts as a result of which
these 5 people have been released. As
regards the other 4 people who are
still under custody, we have not so
far been successful in getting them
released. Our efforts are continuing.
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Shri S. C. Samanta: In reply to
part (b), the hon. Minister said Yes'.
May 1 know what are the salient
things that have been described by
the 5 persons who were released?

Sardar Majithia: 1 would rather
not refer to the statement at the
moment because it might have reper-
cussions on the people who are still
with them.

Shrimati Mafida Ahmed: May I
know whether the leaders of the Naga
People’s Convention are co-operating
with Government for their release?

Sardar Majithia: I require notice.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that these Naga hos-
tiles demanded a large sum of money
as prize money for the release of
these detained personnel? If so, was
it communicated to Government?
‘May I also know whether the failure
of Government to locate the where-
abouts of these detained personnel
‘does not reflect on the Defence
Services and the Defence Ministry?

Mr. Speaker: It is a matter of
opinion.

Sardar Majithia: Certainly, it does
thot reflect on the Defence Ministry.
We are trying our best, as I have
already said. It is true that it is
rumoured that they did ask for a large
sum of money, but it was not com-
‘municated directly to us.

Shri P. C. Borooah: Is it a fact that
the activities of the Naga hostiles have
_increased since the declaration of a
separate Naga State?

Sardar Majithia: I do not subscribe
to that view.

Shri Thirumala Rao: The hon. Mi-
‘nister was pleased to say that by Gov-
.ernment’s efforts the release of these
§ officers was secured. May we know
the nature of the efforts by which
‘this was secured? Was it by force
or my negotiation? If so, are Govern-
ment continuing the same efforts to
get the release of the other 4 officers
under detention?
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Sardar Majithia: We go by negotia-
tions, and they are continuing with
those negotiations for the release of
the others.

Shri Goray: Is it a fact that the
Naga hostiles have intimated to Gov-
ernment that unless Government
directly deal with them and not with
the Naga People’s Convention, these
airmen will not be released?

Sardar Majithia: 1 do not remember
to have received that request. I
will certainly check it up,

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: May
I know what is the report of the
released airmen about the treatment
that was meted out to them while in
detention?

Sardar Majithia: As I said, I would
rather not give out the details at the
moment because it might have reper-
cussions on the people who are still
under custody.

Dr. Ram Subbhag Singh: May I know
whether after this incident on August
26, our I.LAF. planes have stopped
flying over that area? Also, what is
the minimum distance at which our
patrol personnel are stationed from
that particular place?

Sardar Majithia: Our planes are
continuing to fly over that area and
they will continue to do so because
the area is ours.

Shri Braj Raj Singh: There is a
question of propriety involved. The
hon. Minister has said that they are
carrying on negotiations with the
Naga hostiles. Would he kindly clarify
as to what he means by ‘negotiations’
with the Naga hostiles?

Mr, Speaker: That is all right.
Negotiations are negotiations. A ques-
tion is intended to elicit some infor-
mation. Information is given. Hon.
Members may not like the method by
which those people are released.
Government possibly think of getting
them released first and then doing
something else next. I am not going
to allow a discussion.
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ghri Braj Raj Singh: It is negotia-
tions with the hostiles, a very serious
matter.

Mr. Speaker: Are we anxious to
have them released or do we merely
want to stick on to a certain course
of action?

Shri Nath Pai: We want them to be
released, but not as a matter of charity.
We want them to be released by our
strength.

The Prime Minister and Minister of
External Affairs (Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru): The hon. Member is perfectly
right. There is no question of nego-
tiation or anything of the kind. There
has not been negotiation. So far as
we are concerned, naturally our local
people there wanted to know where
they were, and some local officials
tried to find out. That was the thing
to which reference was made. Any
action that we might take was not put
off because of this, but such action as
has been taken was taken. Partly,
climatic conditions came in the way;
there were very heavy rains in those
days. It was not possible for aircraft
to fly—there were logistic reasons.
This matter did not come in the way
of that all

So far as our information goes,
these people are constantly on the
move. They do not stay in one place;
they spread out and so it is not always
easy immediately to locate them.

Shri Hem Barua: Is it not a sad
commentary that in spite of the co-
operation of the local officers and of
the Naga People’s Convention and in
spite of our Defence Services operat-
ing there, we have not been able to
locate their whereabouts, as to how
they are shifting from position to
position? We are completely in the
dark and these airmen of ours are
at the mercy of the Naga hostiles.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: That had
nothing to do with the co-operation of
the people. We know the where-
abouts in an area; we do not know the
whereabouts in the particular exact
spot. Suppose a person changes his
house in Delhi City daily. We know
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he is in Delhi, but we do not know
exactly where he slept last night.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know
whether they are alive?
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(a) It has been decided to request
the same Commitiee, as drew up the
report in question, also to select suit-
able literature for the purpose for all
stages of education.





