
8951 Oral Answers APRIL 4, 1961 Oral Answers &952

Mr. Speaker: Why not yesterday?
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Publicity for Tourism
+

•12M /  S,lrl A M- Tari<»:
Shri Aurobindo Ghosal;

Will the Minister of Transport and 
Communications bo pleased to state 
the amount spent on publicity to en­
courage tourists to visit India, in 
foreign countries during the years
1959-60 and 1960-61 separately?

The Minister of State in the Minis­
try of Transport and Communications 
(Shri Raj Bahadur): The amount 
spent on publicity to encourage 
tourists to visit India, in foreign
countries during the years 1959-60
and 1960*61 was as under:

1959-60—Rs. 23.92 lakhs.

1960-61—Rs. 26.50 lakhs.
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Shri D. C. Sharma: May I know
from which country of the world w e 
get the maximum amount of money 
and how many tourists have come 
from that country?

Shri Raj Bahadur: This is a ques­
tion requiring a long answer. A de­
tailed statement will have to be given.

Shri Inder J. Maihotra: Recently
the tourist office in Nerw York releas­
ed some advertisements about India, 
which were refused by some maga­
zines and newspapers in New York. 
May I know the reason for that?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I am not aware 
of any such thing, but it happens that 
it is not obligatory upon for all maga­
zines on newspapers in that country 
to accept all our literature and all our 
hand-outs. They pick and choose 
what suits them best and what suits 
the taste of their readers. They are 
not at our beck and call. Regard­
ing the amount of success that we 
achieve, I think the hon. Member 
might have seen that the Life Magis- 
zine has recently come out with very 
beautiful advertisements about our 
country running to four or five pages. 
It will cost lakhs and lakhs of rupees.
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Shri I u h u O m  Ctaettlar: May I

know if there is an officer called the 
Director General of Tourism and if to, 
whether he is under the control of th* 
Ministry or he is independent to do 
whatever he likes?

Shri Raj Bahadur; I think that will 
be a very unfair thing to say. I am 
not aware of a single in nee where 
the Director-€reneml ha, , .ted beyond

the directions given to him by the 
Ministry. I would be very grateful if 
the hon. Member would let me know 
any simple instance of the type men­
tioned by him so that I may disabuse 
his mind of this wrong impression.

Shri Muhammed Elias: May I
know in what form publicity is done 
in India to popularise tourism—is it 
through pamphlets and literature or 
films also? May I know how many 
films are shown to popularise tourism 
in India?

Mr. Speaker: This is only in foreign 
countries.

Shri Muhammed Elias: May I know
if films are sent out to foreign coun­
tries?

Shri Raj Bahadur; Films also are, 
sent out.

Shri Muhammed Elias: How many?*

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have got the 
amount spent on films. Expenditure 
on this medium during 1959-60 was 
Rs. 3 lakhs and during 1960-61 was 
Rs. 2 50 lakhs.

Shri Muhammed Ellas: Are they
documentary films or any feature films 
also are sent out?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Films exhibit
our monuments, our places of tourist 
interest and other things which may 
be useful are sent out.

Shri Hem Barua: May I know whe­
ther it is a fact that there is a paucity 
of good hotel accommodation in this 
country for foreign tourists and this 
Is one of the reasons why tourism has 
not development in this country com­
mensurate with the publicity we are 
making abroad?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The hotel accom­
modation in this country is, of 
course, lagging behind the demand of 
the tourist industry. But it is a fact 
that that is the situation which obtains 
practically in every other country. 
The number of tourists are increas­
ing and the hotel accommodation is 
definitely not up to the requirements. 
In our country also during the last



ten years, the number of tourists has 
gone up by 500 per cent., whereas the 
hotel accommodation has  increased 
only by 80 per cent.
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Firing on Train by Nagas

*1295. Shri P. C. Borooah: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a)  whether a military patrol train 
was fired at by the Nsga hostiles in 
the early hours of the 13th  March, 
1961, between  Rangarpara  crossing 
and Rangapahar siding on the Pandu- 
Tinsukia region cf the NJF\ Railway;
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(b) if so, whether there were any 
casualties in the incident;

(c) if so, how many; and

(d) what steps Government  have 
taken to prevent further recurrence?

Hie Deputy Minister of Railways 
(Shri S. V. Ramaswamy): (a) Yes,
Sir. The incident occurred at  01*15 
hours on 14-3-1961 between  Ranga- 
pahar  and  Rangapahar  crossing 
stations.

(b) and (c). No casualty on either 
side has been reported.

(d)  The following preventive mea­
sures have been adopted:

(i) military patrolling  on  the 
vulnerable sections has been 
intensified;

(ii) more  army  outposts  have 
been set up to  protect the 
vulnerable areas;

(iii) trains are escorted by armed 
military and R.P.F. personnel;

(iv) steel plated shutters and sand 
bags have been provided on 
trains to protect the crew and 
railway staff;

(v) jungles on either side of the 
track are being cleared up.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether on the 13th of March  the 
Army personnel were walking up and 
down between one station and  an­
other in this part of the railway line 
which has been subject to attacks by 
Naga hostiles?

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy:  Sir,  it
seems there is some defect with the 
loudspeaker, because I have not been 
able to hear the question of the hon. 
Member.

tor. Speaker:  The hon.  Member
will kindly speak a little more slow­
ly and loudly.

Shri P. C. Borooah: The  answer 
given bv the hon. Deputy Minister 
was al«̂ not very audible this side.
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