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Shri Ranga: Are any steps being
taken in consultation and collabora-
tion with the Food and Agriculture
Ministry to step up the production of
jute in Orissa and Andhra where at
an earlier stage a larger production
was made possible by an assurance of
economic prices for jute?

Shri Manubhai Shah: All those
steps are being taken. Every area
which is good and vulnerable for jute
production will be given all encour-
agement.

8hri Ranga: Is it not a fact that the
earlier practice has been abandoned
and no assurance is being given to
thosé€ People about payment of any
stabilised price for jute?

Shri Manubhai Shah: I have already
indicated that the ruling prices of
jute have been the highest in record,
and these are highly uneconomic
prices. As my hon. friend Shri Guha
pointed out rightly, nothing should be
done in a manner which will jeopar-
dise the greatest foreign exchange
earning commodity for the country,
namely, jute and jute goods.

Shri Aurobindo Ghosal: May I know
whether any compensation will be
given to the workers in case the jute
milly are closed, because they have
already suffered due to the power cut?

Shri Manubhal Shah: All those
relevant factors will be taken Into
consideration. 1 may recall, Sir, that
there is a standing agreement about
all these matters.

Shri Hem Barua: In view of the
fact that these mills have already
sealed a certain percentage of loom-
age and Government have, at the same
time, also agreed to an additional
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sealing of 8 per cent loomage, may I
know wHether these steps are not
adequate for the Mill Association and
whether they are not creating artificial
conditions by closing down the mills?

Shri Manubhal Shah: There has
been no closure, as I have already
said. All these matters will be pro~-
perly considered before any decision
is taken. As a matter of fact, unseal-
ing had taken place to some extent.
At one stage, as the House will re-
member, 19 per cent had been closed,
and it has been reduced to 12 per cent.
The working hours however had to be
reduced. All these will be considered
when the situation is reviewed.

Indian Troops in Congo

*1948. Shri D, C. Sharma: Will the
Prime Minister be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian
troops were prevented from entering
Ndjill airport by the Congolese
soldiers at gunpoint; and

(b) if so, the reactions of the Gov-
ernment of India thereto?

The Deputy WMimister of External
Affairs (Shrimati Lakshmi Menon):
(a) and (b). No, Sir. No such inci-
dent as alleged seems to have taken
place at the Ndjill (Leopoldville) air-
port.

Indian Nationals in Caba
+

Shri P. G. Deb:
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Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Indian nationals in
Cuba are safe; and

(b) if so0, the details of the same?

The Deputy Minister of Extermal
Affairs (Shrimati Lakshmi Menon):
(a) and (b). Our Embassy in Washing-
ton is taking such action as is possible
but they have pointed out that it is
extremly difficuly to make enquiries
owing to interrupgion of communica-
tions. They have records of 19 per-
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sons of Indian origin, but their
nationalities and precise whereabouts
in Cuba are not known to them. There
does not appear to be any danger to
Indian nationals in Cuba.

Shri Tangamani: May I know
whether we have received reports as
to the number of Indian nationals in
addition to these 19 persons of Indian
descent who are at present in Cuba?

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: No, Sir.
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS
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(a) to (e). The Government have
seen reports in Pakistani newspapers
about some statements made by Sar-
dar Sant Singh Teg. These 1eports
have been reproduced in some news-
papers in India also. The reports vary
in small details but broadly they are
on the lines indicated in the question.

Sardar Sant Singh Teg was a mem-
ber of the party  which went on
pilgrimage to Gurudwaras in Pakis-
tan.
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