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Slni lawaharlal Nehru: I could not 
catch the question. 

Mr Speaker: He wants to know the 
reason lor nut taking them. 

Shri lawaDarlal Nehru: That is for 
the Portugu....e Government to reply 
to the hon. Member. How am I to 
tell him Why tht.~ are delaying it? 

Shri Bem lIarD:" I want to know 
whether they have specified any 
reasons. They have witliheld our 
nationals in Mozambique and Angola, 
and they have not specified any rea-
sons for it. Now, this offer has 
come. Why is it that this offer has 
not .been put into practice so far? 
That is what I want to know. 

Sbri Braj Raj Singh: On an earlier 
occasion, the Prime Minister had 
stated on the ftoor of tilis House that 
some three thousand old Portuguese 
soldiery is detained in Goa, and we 
have got some problems created on 
account of their stay here. If the 
Portuguese Government fail to take 
them back on their own from Goa, 
will the Government of India consider 
the possibility of removing these 
persons from Goa to some other part 
of India, so that complete normalcy 
might prevail in Goa? 

Shri lawaharlal Nehru: I believe 
I hinted at that in the course of what 
I said here the other day, that if 
there is any further delay, we shall 
remove them to some camp outside 
Goa. 

Middle Class Families 

0135. Shri B. C. Mathur: Will the 
Prime Minister be pleased to state 
what note, if any, has been taken by 
Government, of the Survey carried 
out by the Central Statistical Organi-
sation into the income and expendi-
ture of Middle Class Families"!' 

The Deputy Minister of External 
Affairs (Sbrlmati Lakshmi MenOD): 
The honourable Member is presumab-
ly referring to the preliminary studies 
on this subject published in the 
Monthly Abstract of Statistics for 

June, 1960 and the studies for four 
cities published in the Abstract for 
November, 1961. Complete results 
based on the Middle Class Family 
Living Survey conducted by the 
National Sample Survey in 1958-59 
are being tabulated. The data have 
been collected mainly for the purpose 
of constructing a sonsumer price index 
for middle class empyoyees and steps 
are being taken for constructing the 
index. 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: While 
these statistics are being tabulated, 
may I know whether Government 
have t.aken any note ot the fact that 
it is the middle class families whose 
budgets have been completely upset 
during the last few years, and there 
is considerable resentment amongst 
this section of the people, and if so, 
What Government's proposals are to 
improve their condition? 

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
External Affairs (Sbr! lawaharlal 
Nehru) : I can hardly put forward 
Government's proposals to improve 
the economic conditions of middle 
class families in answer to a question. 

Sbri Barish Chandra Mathur: May 
I know whether the Government have 
any plan for giving additional work 
and subsidiary income to these 
people? 

Mr. Speaker: Does that arise out 
of the question? 

Shri Barish Chandra Mathur: Yes. 
Sir. We collect statistics for a certain 
purpose, not only for the satisfaction 
of collecting statistics. 

Shri lawaharlal Nehru: It is obvious 
that this question of effect on middle 
class families is an important question 
with which the Government are deep-
ly concerned. On the one hand, so 
far as statistics are concerned, they 
are being collected and tabulated. 
Even apart from that, the matter is 
constantly being considered. 

Sbri Morarka: May I know how is 
it that figures collected in 1958-59 are 
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still being tabulated in 1962? When 
and how proper use of these figures 
would be made? 

Shri lawaharlal Nehru: Evidently 
it takes some time. I am told, it 
takes time. Tens of thousands of 
families have to be visited, data col-
lected and tabulated. They are dealt 
with. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: May I know 
whether it is a fact that during the 
survey it was found that middle class 
families getting an income of Rs. 100 
to Rs. 150 are indebted to the tune of 
Rs. 375 and persons who are getting 
Rs. 150 to 200 are indebted more than 
Rs. 200, and if so whether the Gov-
ernment would take some steps to see 
that the indebtedness is reduced? 

Mr. Speaker: These are details of 
t'he steps that have been taken. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: I want to 
know whether the survey has reveal-
ed that the indebtedness of middle 
class families has increased. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: The 
survey has revealed that in the 
middle class families the expenditure 
is more than the income which, of 
course, leads to the conclusion that 
there must be indebtedness. 

Shri Tyagi.: Will the Government 
give any precise idea as to what is a 
middle class family? Have they come 
to some conclusion with regard to the 
slab of income the families belonging 
to which will be or are recognised as 
middle class"! What is the definition 
of middle class? 

Shri lawaharlal Nehru: When we 
use the word middle class it is 
naturally a vague term: upper mid-
dle class, middle middle class, lower 
middle class. In calculating or getting 
any information, only slabs of income 
are used: not the _word middle class. 
That is too vague. 

Shri Tyagi.: What is the slab of in-
come that has ibeen taken? 

Shri lawaharlal NehrD: There is 
not one slab. They are calculated 'for 
variOUS slabs. 

Shrl Tyagi: The whole survey Is 
vague. I want to know ,between which 
income slabs families have been 
enumeratzd or accounts have been 
taken. Unless that is precisely given, 
there can be no survey. 

Mr. Speaker: Does it depend on oc-
cupation or incO'me? 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: Both 
occupation and income: income from 
and above Rs. 100 to 10GO-non-agri-
cultural and non-manual employ-
ment: certainly restricted to urban 
areas and semi-urban areas. 

Mr. Speaker: Shri Agadi: absent. 
Shri Bibhuti Mishra, 8hri Tangamani: 
absent. 

8hri S. M. Banerjee: Shri Tanga-
mani has authorised me. 

Mr. Speaker: I will come later. Shri 
Mullick: absent. 
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