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inadequate supply of building
material and non-payment of the bills
received at the fagsend of the year.

Gudur-Madras Rallway Line

*710. Shri B. 8. Murthy: Will the
Minister of Rallways be pleased to
state:

(a) the number of mles doubled
from Gudur to Madras; and

(b) the reasons for the delay 1in
doubling this track?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
(Shri Shahnawas Khan): (a) 5 miles
(between Madras and Tiruvottiyur).

(b) Doubling of this section is not
considered necessary in view of
Gudur-Renigunta conversion 1nto
Broad Gauge and the proposed patch
doubling of Arkonam-Renigunta sec-
tion.
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Hamessing of Assam Rivers

*714. Shri Liladhar Katakl: Will the
Minister of Irrigation and Power be
pleased to state

(a) whether the Government have
taken any steps to harness the rivers
of Assam, which have irmgation and
power generating potentialities,

(b) if so the steps taken so far,
and

(c) which of these rivers Govern-
ment propose to harness and the pro-
gress, if any, so far made?

The Minister of Irrigation and
Power (Shri 8 K Patil): (a) Yes, Sir

{(b) (1) Prehminary nvestigations
on Dihing, Barak and Kopilh rivers
have been completed Detailed
investigations at a Dam site selected
on Kopilli are m progress In addi-
tion, preliminary investigations on
Borpam and Kilung tributaries of the
Kopilli are in progress and those on
Tirap, Namphuk and Namchik tribu-
taries of the Burhi Dihang and
Subansin will be started shortly
Besides collection of hydrological and
other allied data in the Brahmaputra
basin 1s also under progress

(n) Studies about the possibilities
of power development on different
rivers in Assam based on topographi-
cal maps are under way and are
expected to be completed shortly

(¢) Decision gn these cases can be
taken only after the investigations
and studies are completed
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Petrol Tank Wagons

*715. Shri 8. M. Banerjee: Wil the
Minuster of Railways be pleased to
state >

(a) the total number of tank
wagons for the transportation of
petrol, in India,

(b) whether any representation has
been received from o1l dealers for
more tank wagons, and

(c) if so, the steps taken thereon?

The Deputy Minister of Raflways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) The
total number of petrol tank wagons in
service on 20-5-1957, 1s

Broad gauge 1,699
Metre gauge 1,060

Total 2,759

(b) No

(¢) Does not arise

Food situation in Tripura

+716. Shri Dasaratha Deb: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state

(a) whether Government are aware
that at present Tripura is facing a
great food shortage, and a large
number of people are facing starva-
tion,

(b) whether 1t 1s a fact that rice is
rarely available 1n the rural areas
even at the payment of high price
eg, Rs 30 to Rs 40 per maund, and

(¢) if so, what steps have been
taken so far to meet the demand of
the people of Tripura?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a) to (¢). In
order to meet the shortage of rice in
Tripura, the Government of India
have arranged to despatch 20,000 tons
of rice from outside This rice i1s now
being distributed through about §0
fair price shops at the rate of Rz 18





