7/9/22, 11:00 AM

Seventeenth Loksabha

=

Title: Combined Disscussion on statutory resolution regarding
disapproval of essential commodities (amendment) ordinance, 2020 and
passing of essential commodities (amendment) bill, 2020. (Statutory
resolution negatived and Bill Passed)

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Now, we are taking Item Nos. 21 and 22
together. Prof. Sougata Ray to move the Statutory Resolution.

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUMD): Sir, I beg to move:

“That this House disapproves of the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 (Ordinance No. 8 of 2020)

promulgated by the President on 5t June, 2020.”

SYHIFT AR, WTel 3R Frduif~e faawor #amery # Isg |
(ot T3 IR SIERTE) : UUfI AEIeY, H URdd HRdT § -

I 3TaTad aeq ARIFTH, 1955 BT 3R FNEHT FRA a9
fdgae IR f99R fear = |

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Motions moved:

“That this House disapproves of the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 (Ordinance No. 8 of 2020)

promulgated by the President on 5t June, 2020.”
And
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“That the Bill further to amend the Essential Commodities

Act, 1955 be taken into consideration.”

PROF. SOUGATA RAY : Sir, I speak in favour of the Statutory
Resolution that I have given opposing the Essential Commodities

(Amendment) Ordinance.

Black marketing and hoarding were always a problem in the country
ever since the Second World War. Jawaharlal Nehru had said in 1946
that we shall hang the black marketeers from the nearest lamp post.
Unfortunately, that did not happen. Black marketing went on. So,
ultimately the country adopted an Essential Commodities Act in 1955.
The Essential Commodities Act gave power to the State Government to
regulate the trade including imposing stock limits for various
intermediaries. Even now, though the country is surplus in most food
grains, it cannot be denied that there is hoarding and black marketing
taking advantage of seasonal shortages or floods or droughts. Now the
Government wants to take away the powers of the State Government to

regulate, and the power to fix stock limits is being taken away.

If we look at the Essential Commodities Act, what are the essential
commodities? Essential commodities are fertilizers, drugs, foodstuffs,
yarn, petroleum, raw jute, seeds of food-crops and seeds of cattle fodder,
etc. So far, what was the position? The position was that this will be
regulated. Commodities such as cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils,
onions and potatoes will be regulated. Now, what does this Ordinance
do that has been brought in a hurry? I do not understand what was the
hurry in bringing the Ordinance. There is a provision to deregulate
commodities such as cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onions and

potatoes. The only addition is, now the Government has specifically
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said that under extraordinary circumstances which include extraordinary
price rise, war, famine, natural calamity of a severe nature, it can be

regulated. But, otherwise, all these items will be deregulated.

I know that this Ordinance leaves out the Public Distribution
System (PDS) and the Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS) where under these systems food grains are distributed by the
Government to the eligible persons at subsidised prices. So, what is the
benefit the Government seeks to get from this? I say that there is no
benefit.

Now, the Government has also said that there will be no control on
the stocks of food items which have been processed. The stock limit
shall not apply to a processor or value chain participant of any
agricultural produce if the stock limit does not exceed the overall ceiling
of installed capacity of processing, or the demand for export in case of

an exporter. So, this is also left out of this control of stock limit.

Now, does the Government feel that there is no longer any
possibility of shortage because we are an exporter? Sir, you have seen
the pictures and sights of immigrants scrap for a morsel of food during

the Covid-19 crisis. How did they scrap for a morsel of food?

Now, the Government may say that the ED Act was not effective
because the conviction rate under ED Act was abysmal. It was 3.8 per
cent. So, if the Government has set up an effective food framework to
ensure speedy trial and disposal of violation cases, I could have
understood. But we know that even after Narendra Modi Ji became
Prime Minister, the pulses scam that involved the manipulation of prices
in 2015, there the investigation by the Income Tax Department found
several big multinational companies playing a major role in spiking the
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prices of pulses. So, it has happened during Narendra Modi’s

Government itself.

Sir, we have to remember that India is still dependent on the
monsoon for producing sufficient foodgrains. A majority of farm
holding in India 1s small and marginal. That 1s why, an Essential
Commodities Act must still be in place and all regulations must not be

given up and opened to the market.

Recently, there is a scare of locust attack in Rajasthan. The locust
attack destroys all crops. What happens if some States have locust
attacks? Will you not control the stocks at that time? The El Nino

phenomenon has hit the Indian agriculture hard in the past.

Sir, given the timing of this Amendment Ordinance, it 1s likely to
benefit big traders, big corporates and MNCs but not the farmers
directly. I want to say that the three farmer related Ordinances that were
brought forward by this Modi Government are all meant to help the
private sector, the multinationals, the big capitalists into foodgrains

trade.

17.37 hrs (Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab in the Chair)

Sir, Reliance is already in selling vegetables through Reliance
Fresh. I anticipate that Adani’s will soon enter the field and these three
ordinances will actually help the big capitalists to enter into the farmers

places. I will speak on the other Ordinance later.

Sir, our policies, thus, must ensure sustainable farm growth taking

into consideration factors like climate change, landholdings, consumer
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capacity and the farmers’ interests.

Sir, as | had mentioned yesterday that this Act is another example of
quasi-federalism on display. Earlier, the States used to control the
Essential Commodities Act. Every State had an enforcement branch
which implemented the Essential Commodities. That power is being
taken away. So far, India has ridden through shortages. We are happy
that the farmer produces enough for our needs and even for exporting

foodgrains.

But that does not mean a calamity cannot hit us. A calamity like the
Covid-19 has hit us and we know the condition of the economy with a
24 per cent downslide in the economy. That is why, I am totally opposed
to this Ordinance — the Essential Commodities (Amendment)

Ordinance.

I think this is an effort to give benefit to big traders, corporates and
MNC:s so that they can enter the food trade; and the poor farmer will be
left in the lurch through all this. Thank you very much.

ot d. &, <Rt (urelt): FRiey, MUA g3 §gd B! Hedyul THRRd
HHTSES sHsHe [9a R Siew &1 didT e, 39% forw siueT
Sgd-ggd ¥4I | 98 f9d 9gd 8t Aol 8 ok 39 fod & & guid
HAT§ | 39 f9d H S Agaqui Uifas SieT &1 ¥aT §, 98 URT 3(1)¢T
A TSI SNIET§ | I8 U 9gd ol fau-Rl U § | 3 aret <rgd d
Y St 9fAfthe B, 321 o1 foram 81T 3R 39 HogeR BN | §H
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5 T 2 o5 8 et R P 0 € S T 2, 78 Sm b AR
& R HogHY B HBG UgarH aral g |

JOREA IR, H g8 ST ATg T fob HeTeT el St T U= of fob
YRT Pt AT 1Al | & | FARY 70 UG Urqei™ Tial & &<t § |
g T IHT 3T 3R ¢ [P o feare @ 7 ok ek # ue wgd
S {$a1gs §, U%h 9gd 981 Y g, T1g SPReHR | oW dlivig, dle
Saqudc § <@ difog | gur Gt Aidl Sit &1, YR IRPR BT g
e § b fooamt & g1 § 7+t St =nfe e 8k framl &t 57w oy
2022 AP SR 811 A1eY | I8 HURA IRBR DI 3R T HAt Al S
@1 WS ulerdt 3 | 39 faw iRkie saifsd srigte fae of
30U 3T U Th HISAL A BT =0 Ilfdd BT | ol Aol Sh-IHD
ﬂ%ﬁgﬂﬁg{[%@ﬁm%wﬁ%@%— ‘Distortion of India’s
Agricultural Economy’ 31TSl 51l SReRd &, S 3favey 7, T R #,
Tlih R H RBIE dF of, 390 I8 fod 310 314 81 A 3131 B
| i B9 3 § b wigl ao g ok U grdiReT &t ard
g, M-Era e & bt Ao WapR 3 i e, 1w} whiw o €, afep
UIRC BT AT & Sl A B, UIRC BTd RST ey 3R BASHE Sl 8, I8
G ol el fId el g | W-g1d e 3R URe gId el H Ush Wao
Sica-® ST g3 § | I8 HIfAS-19 Sl 31T §, SHAR W Tl St &
1t O 8, W o &1 AT ¢ [ 9 aradf~et &1 88 I &Rl
T 3R T A & Ty I IleY | Jaf aolg © b URe
BIARET et o) o & forw g w2t Hidh St A frart & fog,
SIhRCHR & foTy, FORTY URe BT e HAviic 3R 3% Ay I
fPu o1 Td | 3P U T aRg HRIs IUY Uy fhar g, Ig 3uA
MY # §gd dof 910 & | ild Ugd ard off Uae g, ol TaREd
HHTS Tae, 1955 8, 98 3T 3T T 3 RICaR 8 &1 aoig 9
3BT Sl IGANT g1 18T, 98 IUAIT 8] 81 38T §, PIdex Msfaed
S fhaT g |
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3ift g1 € H A9 focg o urfefarde & IR 31U 8, T fod
WIRTT HHISCN &1, TR [0 Prede BT HI, dexl fod
THTRT & ey o S sHeHe 8, I <l fod 30+ 30 H <¥ &
farY &1, TTal BT TH TH AR S =Y & HH U | o U 3R
URE BT RET B C 3R A T ol Y §, SUD| fsiol B BT B
P |

S URUMTHESY, ! foel & aoig ¥ foari o fRufa gyt
3R IR &I IYPT HIIGT BRI, Hifdhs 8H dd T T ¢ 38 U P
T Yoex | Sl IACHE § 3R TR & URE gaReT § foepd al
gd%cHe gl 3 |7 4T | TERIT HHfsd Tae U U1 Uae o1 6,
dl 39 gHT HeivH I ft, wife ITH SIYaRE 3R Tie
forfire o1 S ArHan |, S 3t AR iR Wi forfie &1 A |,
fordt THg FARE AR 81 9IdT §, Wi § WA A 81 9Id |,
ufiéper TARMT HHISE R AN 8 1T 8, I8! R § & oI
ZACR AT L 317 @7 7 3R 391 uikomm Rib iR Rib dogR
3R fHa Ya T8 | U1 e 9T W 81 @7 § | I8 1Y §gd Ugdl
g1 ST TR T, TfchT 31d 83T 8 | UeTH HIG! off B 39 [o1g R
¥ §=gdle <ol § | H g8+ 9arm =g f vhumft § S wrid
TISol <8 US DAY o, T 37§ hal &l AIb &7 H1 =gy ghn, d
3T I Hal W 9 Thd &, ITH IAHT TIHIT 25 I 30 Ufawrd
3 9T THY H BT B | &d gH fHIT &t §1d Hd § af di-i
! 1Y YT ST =1y |...(cayr) H s & ST @1 §, A9 d fod R
3T, Wfdh S8l db dIcde P! a1d ©, 89 oWd 8 [P Hs dR
giépar HHITSC! BT B UISaRM Bl Il g, Ps IR HH gl g,
dfdhd e U Sa%ex 399 3 3R fHaH & Ty ug UhiHe & |
Oy o WA B A HH Y HH BT oI T8 e -t gl S |
e FfaUol 81, I8 IYD IC &I, HH I HH IUPH] IdIG 39 TiHe &
dgd fd® e df $H ¥ &H fAHHA 9UIc U5y & $HUR Sl R, d
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%@Hﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬁéﬂ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂdwq zdq | f9 S 3R
g8 ST UTaR | 34T SITQT |

AT GHTUT: TERT S, 39 Hrede BT & HuR U Fici |

ot bt f. e W AR AW E TR IABIE | A
IR FANSES §, Al qHl Th-gak I Taftg § | o9 g9
P F IR AT W e, H U <g R W §, § 97 Wik
HUSH W AT W E | 89 30 YA Jg W@ 8, 41 B Ty
foreman ST, aifes i1 Uh-g R O IEiid § | 98 TR SHifsd
e o1 SN f9d §, T8 30 3TUH U §8d o giaN haH g | I8 o
T §gd o SleRGed PiY & T WER g-aicHe dp T | I8 Tdh
3o d & B, TSd &7 & TN 3T 39 B aoig J TP Tl
Fer wraer fPaE 3R HogER B BRI | SR W@
THRIAD UHIT TSI | TR AT & o 98 Tlidheek Taex | 3
39 ¥ T foke Reid ¢ | WRHd $HISES Tae & o9 df 39
JauH 2(T) H fowrs fhar gan g 3R 9 HHIfSES oY Uesyd H fordt
g, 7 PSS I9H fordt g3 €, H 37 Jad! SIex 1 8l anegdl §
Hifp TG A, Afchd I FHISCIS DI FGAC P DI TTaR
TgHe &I ¢ W g | Te TaHcy H TR Hdl 8 3R gH
aEd ¢ fr o Rue 9 Te-S8 We 9-Hey 3 39H UIR
TRRATSS ®I §, T JBIH U1aR 7 811 P dolg § Hs 9R g1
¢9d § [ ar38y ¢ H, AT &, deid 3 s ®i, dd--
Wiie, Wie forffe 3R SWaRE 34 a9 U8 THe<y I IR &
IR TR & 3R Y UTeR TRRITSS H Y ©l T 3-aeHe Tidher
Yack § 3 13T, 98 Fd%chc ol 31T | 3R g < fob forg
Jisoide T d¥ 1955 H UTARTA HHIMSC Tae 3T UT, I9DI
3fisoiac I8 4T, Hifd 39 YHY d ¢ olle g3, 39 997 B
Y DI WHRICT R Yo A | IF I I §AR TN a1 & | 39 J674
&1 RIURE 3T g, Tfdh-1 311 &1 RIgURE ST g | 39 99T 9 §H




394 TR HHIFSAN Ol 8, 3 deld B3 P TR a0 ol dl
TS, Rifh 39 IHY, TN 1955 H HIATENIRT 3R STHRART 1 &1 ot |
5§ 3T U H B8 U0 81 I el & df 39 THT YT U7 3R 39
I 39T R 3R Siifa o1 | 3o TARTT HAIfSS Tae
H S YRT SIS 715 8, STh] SIST ST 9gd 8 o1l ¢ | 89 U8 <9d &
far 31T AR U H v B U9 § |

YRT 3 (1)(Q) & TSNS Tl T3 &, TAR UM d T AT H §
3R 39 g1 AR € | Uit FRUfa F 3R 3% 3R+t gt &
dl BHRT il SPRCHER 5, IRE-gIA RS HSHCE 8, 98 I axg ¥ hd
I ST | URe-gTd T & Reed ¥ frat scamia givt, foram ok
Il 3 ol g@l gl |

3171 BH N TS Y-UXH AR b 9T Bd & o) TA R HHNSC I
& DI A U I IS ol & 3R 3T P gH AN WSH-TIH =M
I g eh UIY | THIAT 3HH Sl YRT 3(T) SISt o1 @I 7, T8 foepad
afa g |

AT gHTYfd Ay, Grasﬂmsﬂweﬂ?m@ﬁ%ﬁ
P I1d B dl 319 St RS T THRIA HHlfSCS Tde H 3D Kb
&1 foftie =& 3R Ve o, V@t § & T Ry
FHSEY H Ugg Wit 981 @1 Ut § | SYBT SIS RS Thde
g el o foraHT SR IuHiaarsl &1 ST o Y1 IS 38T §
| Y TS 1d & b SIS YRT 3(1)(T) TS S W51 &, oy SI-W[a=H
a1 S 3BT 8, Widh foiffic B geT S IBT & | SUHT Jad 981 BIICl
forar iR IuHiadra &1 g1 & IU-TY R S H U YA ST
BT | BHRY T a1 AT, g AIdbe B g | 39 ie9e 4 g9 39 faxn
o 3 §¢ UTE |

3R &H TURMA HFHITSEIN Tae I o 3R TR H a¥ 2019 &1
Bl 91 D dl 90 DRI 76,000 X8 §U | IHHT GRUMH T b
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I9H ford-T TUTeR Saied g3? 3U®T HAad fob 8H 30 TaT &I -
fafoTe AT St T Jifdh 37 UU-UY ool gU 8, foie! aoig 9
3R fefelR— aei g |

oTel d% SUH SHSHE Bl 91 g al 98 1955 BTl Tae g 3R et
HI ol 3 SHE Tae g, IUH Ugd WARH T 3R 3t ST ee= g |
Hd licence, permit, control of price, inspection of books of accounts |
IR 8N | 9% R 3udie 98 § & 98 g5, 3, Wiaide
3IeT 3R TRETSHTERT Ueu-Ieel g9 @ fRufay & @y =&t g |
STgt dd Wi VAR St d1d ¢ o 39 gl faur T § | 98 §gd &l
TR Bt B 8N 3R TR I8t 8 | 581 d W3-8 &1
91 § dl 3R URRTT 3M3eH &I UIgy ISP Tavsl Red Uigy
100 UfI=Id dedt © a1 A-URATS 3MTsew B Uigd 50 Uiad st
g dl 39 <@ ST | fUsd U I1d 3t oS Uisd ¢d! Srwlt 3R
Ord ITal ! Taxsl Red Wy df Sae | ST ol B 81, 3P 3UR
IR Y B | U a1 ¢ [ 39! ursy siiciifes g1 omuelt, saifes
meﬁ@@mgﬂﬁﬁwﬁ@m | STd dh GHRT URe-
gIARST H-oiHc 9gd  SlaRexd gl 81, a9 d& gH fharl 3R
IUHIFT3N &I 3UHT BIIGT ol & b |

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Chaudhary saheb, very good. You have
pleaded the case very well.

SHRI P. P. CHAUDHARY : Sir, [ am the first speaker. Please give me

some more time.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: You have already taken thirty minutes.

st @, fY. A . R, TgT 9% T fiftie ot 919 8, 399 98T W®
TR 3R deg.-o- UIieRiu<d &, 981 UR 3% i@ HUrct db
a8 Id 9ohdl ¢ | feric »R taguid fSra gt 3T faw R
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Tl foiftie & Uray™ aF] 8id © ol def U &l gbdl g | dg dHi
T B | 39H oY 3. UIféRieg €, s #r «fifve f
TR g, UfdhTT 31 aTdl €, RS HRA a1 &, I@ls | & @ g,
SR B a1at B, 39 Gt &1 99 do fobdft 1A R WR gl
BN, 99 db T ANT 3UAT Y S99 el B4 | ST gg W
JHeHT ¢, 98 I L hoied & SN &l 9oy Bl © | S9H Ol
Ugd TRIfd WA UT, 98 3/ $H 8 P golg ¥ 39 anll &l
Iy WeR | 81, 39 &1 § 8h, iR a+ft 39H o armH
3TH 3T U M |

S8l d% Uy Is9 &1 91d §, SR URREd 3gcH & Uy
TS Red Ursd ¥ 100 TRAC IS gidl g, a7 fhR 50 TRAC Fi-
IS EeH B gidl g, N Bl o Tael U1y §, STH U ATd P
ST SITE, U AT bt UavSl Red Ursy &t Smuift 3k IgahT ot +f
HH Y HH U3 N1, I YR TR HIHd 97 P ST | U1 6! o
& gg sifcmfes Isw & Wl | 3FR AT BT ) off 3a%d o,
3T I fAYMT A8t SN | O db GHRT DY §IARST TA-olde
RG] el 81T, d§ db gH Hogry 3R HIHY &I BIIQl 8! o
JHd g |

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please conclude now.

SHRI P.P. CHAUDHARY : I am concluding Sir.

R, S8l dP WP [ P 91d 8, S9H IR 3R deg oA
Uiy g | 981 39! HUfic! db dg Id Gobdl g | Sl Tagaie
B 8 Y SU d% § Tl & | ot Touié BN SR Iy IF
gIieRu=y 8, S URIRR, 310 39D Ui & aral A AoIg,

RS o Aifole, Iwrg o Ty, fSieqRA o Tifole, Sid 0 g4 99
T [P BT TR WRIAT o1 I, T db ITH SAXCHT ol ST |
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g 1 3HSHE B, 98 IR KPSy & 30k Dl 9o HIAT B |
18 f1a it 9 3 urfiéRit=<y &, 318 YR 81, dTg TauUIcy 8,
dle HogHR B, dle BIHR 8, S99 Ugd ol TRIRIG o T, 98
VAR HH 811 B! o8 Y WBR 3R 39 S H T T UgT gaf
2 | SUY SOy I 3T SUTT UHT T |

3d S8l do Wi forfie §, § sl garn f& 100 TRAe
IRREd 3R 50 TAE 91 IRAed F T of Ursy TR 8, 98 39
ST H I, O TaSl 39 3{fdh T, dfde 98 3icAfe®d
Te1 BRT | § I8 ST A1gT o SUH BRHR &1 U gy gt | H I8
f} ST AR 3 STeT R WisH 3 ¢ Us Sy &t a1d ©, BrHy
B d S5y gl fh 98 3UA ST &l SR WU W oF bhdl § 3R
ISP AIfCHIES Hal H OH &I 9eXd ol sl | 399 HH I HH T8
BT f i giced ITH WIHR HFT & Jbdl g | YD1 Jad JS]
WIaal I8 giT fb AR Sl fHdM 8, d ugd TSt § o & folT HefeR
gid ¥ | 3(F 39 TAREd HHIfSe] Tde & I1d o1d I IR Wi g, dl
AR U, JeRad SRS dUl TE/agdt o& ol o I i
eIt | 39T i 3ma fArenft 3R H1w! wrRIeT I |

A BACHI G IR ASI B I N GATHI IR AT | 3o 3
fhar &1 diclt ¥ Gfad et | o9 ot a8 48t & (U1 Uigde dax
STl 8, BHR TId1 H gl STdT g b dielt fbgah! Tt g, St ferfe
H 3T 97T 5, Sl fearferar 81 Sl 8 | 31191 a6 gART ol HY RieH 3,
T uH.T. Tae 99 I Id 38T 7, SUD] WaRR HaAl-3d <gH I o |
¥ 1938 BTSN fod 8, I P MYR W g IA |T 8 | I & 3MYUR
WA 3 it TR § | ISP auig O T &1 S A1 Hal | Wi
2, 39 W il Tt & | IS9P 908 HH § 3R Jad e g | I8
frote 811 3t avig T feraml &t YR TH9 81 ET T |

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Thank you.
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SHRI P.P. CHAUDHARY : I am concluding within a minute. 31X
STH IRT T IRT ¢QT OlY, ITe Hicae BT BI a1d 8l, 3fd fdHi
&I T8l P e | | g8 W sam argm & snft off 3 gt €,
Sl U T BT A1l 8, I8 96,000 PRIS ST BT | TTe TN 8T 3R
Tg THICI 81, 8H ¢Wd 31U g b fram 30 s W Bpar g | o
§WR 1Y §I Il 5, TP 31 dicd-d § 3R I8 Sicad TIREd
HHITSC! B ¢ | 981 Tid e Bl & | 39 $-a¥ey ol A & |
3R ZOH 3T WU @ IYH! ¢HICR 3R TN Bl JSh! R Tal
Bl TS | dite WS 3R dWRERY H 9%y MU 3R
TouIey off SMman | AT gt off 3 a8 9§ P Afgns,
TRie!, Taduad gfga g4 feaml & $8 wrier g, I 7 130
PRS HOYFR &, I0] BIIG HY g1, st 7T w1 & fb g8
f9d 8, 98 9gd ol HeayUl & | So! Xeal & Y dgd-ggd Y=Iaig
Hd gU U I P THI BRATE |

81. 3R Rig (Wdge AIfed): ToREA W, H 3UdT Y=uaig Hdl §
foh 3o 4 39 f9d WR Sia &1 Al faar | IR ¥ gga ol dh aeRt
Ed dId 3¢ ¥, 98 TN Y 98 YR € | I8/ [depd gl $e fear
for 3 S A B ST €, 3 TR FAfsd, 8 Sy 3R
Flcae BH A ¢ | A A Th I TP Jol g3 Hal g | T A &
RYAWRE | TP IR H IR g H TR § |
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W, 7 33 Uae W AT R | I8 Uae 1 3{TT T2 This is an Act to
provide, in the interests of general public, for the control of the
production, supply and distribution of, and trade and commerce in,
certain commodities. H SATGT gl UG 8T §, dfeth I ! UGHR BIS
TE1E | Y- 3 S Hke 3WIe < §, 98 Hadl g, forgd U8 3HsHce §,

If the Central Government is of the opinion that it is necessary or

expedient so to do for maintaining or increasing supplies of any essential

commodity or for securing their equitable distribution and availability at
fair prices. H U8 ®e-1 B AIedl § & I8 Uae Udcad (S g
P! 91 B &l % | And availability at fair prices, ITD! ST dIfeld
3, 3T YaRI-3 © | 3 T Bl WgT 52 3fd ol 3HSHE 1 W8T G,
dg 3HEgHC A %? dg 3fHeHe &g §l % fb Notwithstanding

anything contained in sub-section (1), the supply of such foodstuff,

including cereals, pulses, potatoes, onions, edible oil seeds and oil as the
Central Government may, by Notification regulate only under

extraordinary circumstances.

18.00 hrs

3d YR ST HAL I PR &1, which may include war,

famine, extraordinary price rise or natural calamity of really grave
nature. Not only that Sir, 3 TR Jg & -g] 381 & | T8 3HSHe 39
WWW,?@W@ | wﬁwaﬁﬁml%%, any action on
imposing stock limit shall be based on price rise and an order for

regulating stock limit of any agricultural produce may be issued under
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this Act only if — and what is the if - if there is hundred per cent
increase 1n the retail price of horticultural produce. E;TI?GD R H\Isq\{-l o
CRIRSIGI % gfesrdt 3R wa 3Td %, or fifty per cent increase in the

retail price of non-perishable cereal and agricultural foodstuffs over the

price prevailing immediately preceding twelve months Il U T ]
TAS | 3R U Yratell STd fadT fab it shall not apply to a processor or

value chain participant.

deYg_ o UIfefte &f ot Sftefamr < §, 98 sd-1 dal df g P
iH &l BIce ¢ &l Te-1d BhoiRM, fo/a- @ ST, 4 IR 9oy o
g | Pg P AN I8 © b STDT PIs AdAd Tgi ol g | Pl forHe
gl T8I Ut | 3 HBT SUdC T 82 S9P] SUac I8 ¢ [ g
IRDBR TG He D! HIRAY IR el 8 [ fHam A &g e 3R 100
¥UY R Al O 8, 98 ofd db 199 Y W hf, df h% IWIR $O
T8 M, §F 200 TUT T SHUR il SIE, df 7 | 3BT A of
TR A, B 3R S HogiR §, 39& AT 3T 100 e Ugq
SeHI s IT8d & | 98 df 3MU% ST | faar g | 10 30 I T §
d¢ W1 8, dl 37T IRT Sl 9wy g1 Siidl 8 iR 310 Hg I8 & (b
g 100 JHC 81 91U | ek HHITSCT TR 31T 50 U He e o |
gOP] HAAd 3R fHaE = 100 99 TR A &1, 98 9d d&b 150
¥UY R T8l 81 S, 99 dF 3T $S el B | N B I T8
T §! 91d @ P 3a-1 UISd IS ddb 3ATT Sedi Tal B | T8
fyepa TRIal, framl & Raemw areft a1 8 | 3@ § U8 Sar dredl §
f g8 AN frg R g 80 TSI T8l Tad & | ®s aR 89 Ird §
foh 81 67 TXic U &I TISIUd ¢ 3@ & 3R dgd Al @l gg id
T8 8 | PDS is less than 50 per cent of a family’s requirement. SID]
A 50 THe ¥ W1l 4 drT o a6iR & @lied 3md € | S 35-40
Tfe UrgaRE H 3M1dT 5, 98 YT 317dT 8 3R 80-90 Ufe fham Ardhe
3T 8, i I8 WA US HIfod BRR § | 98 39 93R BT UIST T
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mu‘@;ﬂs’m%ﬁgtﬁﬂddﬂ S a1 § 3R 9F <O Yio il
8, dl WG TEdl § | PE-HId IR SdT 596 3T SIS, S Urgg
T3S | 3 Bt | Y HE @ & 19 96 P 6 |

TR TR [P Wed o3 T8l B IHha | MU dl W B uiaR
g fa oe <, Fifs ST | U1 srsHe @ Ig § | U8 Hed 3ol
ST 8, T8l 600 NTA 8, 6 A A § | 3T P 3, et I 6B 6
ARG Tdl & HIal DI Held BT Ied § AR od db s9d A 8l
$dM Tl BT AR | BRI WA ¢ b I8 9gd do! Tad! 8, Sl &g
IRPHR B S TaT & | 39 Heob H 51 oo aRe= gidt 8, o
AR g TS 31T 3, SId Xfel aTel o ST §, 99 thiead
araT Ao 31T 8, o feris dedi 8, Usav ded © |

ORI g dheld g1 Yo', I8 9gd Saf a1 § | 39 fhue!
BTaC] <1 I18d &2 a9 AL Ted o §id ol a1, ursy 5w B
BIC] TIURH & dtd H 80 ol o1 8 | sfidbell 3D BIIal
HRURCY 3R Ace! A¥Hd &Yt B 8HT g 1 S 9gd 981 3MH! §
RSP I df I 9ad BOd 99 <dT 7, Sl [Ba Bad 3 Johd]
g, e U Ta ot HURd &, 399 IS9P GGl 84 dIdl © | 5d
Hibe | HH! g AT WIS S GIT dd 98 ol | 3(d SqH &1 g
8T 82 Ul iR gRamm & IR RdeR ®iF &1 I8 g f& 3 IeiTe
Jgd-1 d18d A | 361 Pa Bc [oY, Wi Ugd a1 urg, gRamn 7 ot
dgl gTeid o |

3T fpam Tsa! R 3 87 § s WHR F YS1 I8l § |
GTE Ta-He 3R IR} uiferdisd uifiéal 3 ue Reieu=E oy fosar,
3G a1 AU guT 3 T ST SR Zafe R} tae & faae
RSleg= U fohar | 891 Gid ot Urel & g ot €, 981 98 gU €,
98 Usdc g TN | § ITE Fdl § 98 31 39 By Ua o RIcTh
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SN | Uoe faum™ guT A 39T ARy fhar ik g1 f ag g
& fgdl & fQa® § | 3@ TaTd 33T 8 o 3y U ol e 38 82

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Dr. Amar Singh, you have two more
Members to speak from your Party.

... (Interruptions)

1. 3R Rig : guufa agicy, 737 st tew-gl fiFe st Sian § |

AT GHTUfS : 3T B9 316 e S g § | 3 &l e |
P DIFTT |

S1. 3R Rig : guufd Heicg, § (U 91d Sleal @ & o | |
g1 dledl & fb o THSIY Ta-Hc Usdl IR 37 A, au 2002 T
TSN TTg-He A et B foar o1, wisp fafiie ger &t off | srcdiaedt
X DI 3T IST WIHATST HRAT UST Hifh TRIue T 3R g8 anll =
a1 TR o et for fafaam weie foran g =nfeu ot 39 it
&Y &l 7T | 5.5 million tonnes of food grains were imported at a very
high price. fFR U= 9gd He SHIC {1, Ig &I 81 38T 82 8H I
TAd g | AeRl 918d A o a1 fb A TAd Ul &1 saeHe
T @6d & | H Ta-He 3 §fear # @ E | g0 A R
HUAIST 3R AceIdiexd SO &l SaAtT helsl R YRR IgdT
g fo Thiecr afsud! &7 I, it MRRAC HH B, Wi
forfire W o1, Tod MFIRHE Ad [ HI, 9gd IR §1d Ped ¢ |
Tt WHR F 38 HH T8 A1 | 3 R B @182 2014 H 9F
3MUPH! WBR 318 T, IIY Ugd 3T T Hd g | MY fal $AR
HUSA §1d T, WidT AR U R ReiRY st 2, ol &)
AT S 3R Aeclaiexd NHEHRH &g I8! & | ThaleTs

P! SIS BRI, Ufedih MRRHS HH BRI, 430 e RagRel
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Uac H 76 URAC Sd & ITD! 40 UAC B, Ygde gaicHc deral |
AT 8 8!, a¥ 2018 H Tk 715 THIH AT ITEA © |

T HA Ot ¥ 39 IR Sae g | 99 2018 H IRBR UIEH =0
I QI AP 375 | <died e # di9 99-%p19 §, 98 9RI B
IRI It At f STh! WH BT §, UISdc Sachc A g |

H <t 1 TRt § 6 i urel s9 Siifeny 3R Tae &
e & | I8 il & faTw ©, 98 TRidl & {4 ©, 89 9@
faRIY FRd B, U8 RER fepd TRial & Raw g |

SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE (SREERAMPUR): [ oppose the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020.

Sir, the original Essential Commodities Act was enacted in 1955.

The object was stated in the preamble. Its object was an Act to
provide in the interests of the general public for the control in certain
commodities. Though the preamble speaks of ‘certain commodities’
other than those which have been enumerated as essential
commodities’, in Section 2, sub-section (a) of the Act, they can come
within the purview of the Act.

One of the objectives, rather the prime objectives, of the Act is to
regulate the production, supply, and pricing of the essential commodities
to ensure availability of the essential commodities at fair prices. The aim
of the Act was curbing, hoarding, black-marketing and profiteering in

such commodities. The object 1s to deter a person from dealing in an
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essential commodity and consequently impose a deterrent penalty
against him. If you read the amendments which have been sought for,
this will be established. As it appears from the speech of Shri
Choudhary, I have great respect for him, I will say that cat is out of the
bag. Now, the objective of curbing, hoarding, black-marketing, and
profiteering in such commodities is going to be taken away. That has to
be stopped. All are aimed at the purpose of handling by big

businessmen.

With regard to Section 3, the amendment which has been sought in
respect of that, I will say that deregulating such agricultural foodstufts
from the list of essential commodities will lead to every chance of
hoarding than by supplying, thereby resulting in price rise 1n retail, and
ultimately leading to the excessive financial burden on the part of
common people. Moreover, as per the amendment, even in extraordinary
circumstances, the Central Government only may choose to exercise
regulation. Such legislative ambiguity leads to the question of the entire
exercise of introducing a particular provision. If you read the words in
the amendment itself, may I say, these are extremely vague? It is stated
‘In case of war’. When would war be treated as declared or undeclared
war? Then, it is stated 'natural calamity’. If three days’ floods are there
in Gujarat, it would be declared as natural calamity. But 15 days floods
are there in West Bengal, it would not be declared as natural calamity!
Therefore, unbridled power, uncanalised power have been sought to be

given by this amendment.

Sir, the amendment exempts the processor of value chain
participants of agriculture produce from the regulation of the stock limit.
If the stock limit of such a person does not exceed the overall ceiling of

installed capacity of processing or the demand for export in case of an
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exporter, such exemptions, I may say, in terms of removal of stock limit
to exporters and traders and value chain participants may not benefit
farmers. Instead, it appears to have been done to benefit certain vested

giants in this sector.

Sir, 1t 1s our common experience. Had it been only for the benefit of
farmers, 1 would not have objected to it. But now because of the
amendments, the middlemen will come; the middlemen will take away
the benefits.

The middleman will take it. Now, the Government is regulating it.
The Government is purchasing from the farmers so that the farmers get
the fair price and, at the same time, the customers also get it at the fair
price. Now, who will be benefited? The benefits will go in favour of the

middlemen. They will hoard it. They will do black marketing.

Let us take the example of potato. Now, potato is purchased from
the farmer at Rs. 18 or Rs. 19. It is sold at Rs. 25. If this legislation is
implemented, the consumer has to pay for potato, at least, Rs. 50. No
control is there. Sir, during COVID-19, these are the extremely bad
days. We all are facing the challenge but there are middlemen who are
getting benefited in COVID-19. You are taking away the power of the
State Governments. That is why this is hitting the cooperative federalism
in the country. I will speak for 15 or 30 minutes. I have not spoken

enough.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: That is not the case. You have already spoken

for seven minutes.
SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE: Sir, give me another seven minutes.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Kindly conclude. That will not be possible.
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SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE : Sir, please be kind to me. Mr. P. P.
Chaudhary said that the investors will come to the farmers. Yes, this is
right but who are the investors? These big businessmen? The Railways
will go to the big investors, telecommunication will go to the big
investors and agricultural products will go to the big investors, all the
private persons will come. I do not know why this privatisation is taking
place? Why are so many Ministers required when everything is getting

privatised? Let there be privatisation also.

Sir, I will give two or three examples then I will conclude. During
COVID-19, mustard oil in April was sold for Rs. 90/kg; in May, it was
Rs. 120/kg; and in June, it was Rs. 130/kg. The State Governments had
to interfere. The police have made many arrests. Now, it has come down.
Soy oil was sold for Rs. 70/kg in April; in May, it was Rs. 90/kg; and in
June, it was Rs. 110/kg. Sir, the interference is required. Let me talk
about Chana Dal. In April, it was Rs. 62/kg; in May, it was Rs. 82/kg;
and in June, it was Rs. 120/kg. Who has interfered? It was the State
Government. This Act will be passed by the Central Government but on
the ground, who will work? The State Government officers will work.
Then, we will not see any Central Government officer there. Nobody is

there to stop this black marketing. No one is there.

Everyone has to work for the benefit of the common people. If this
legislation 1s made, the common people will suffer; the farmer will
suffer. The farmer is getting a chance to enter into the market through
the State Governments. Warehouses are there, but if big industrial

houses step in, the prices will fall.

Thank you, Sir, for your kindness.
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SHRI D.M. KATHIR ANAND (VELLORE): Hon. Chairman, Sir,
thanks for the opportunity given to me to speak on behalf of our DMK

Party. This is a great moment for me to address the Parliament on the

112t Birth Centenary of the founder of DMK Party, the man who
named the State Tamil Nadu, C.N. Annadurai. [ pay my tributes to him,
Sir.

Sir, the Essential Commodities Act was enacted in 1955 to ensure
availability of essential commodities to consumers at fair prices. Over
the years, many essential commodities were added to and removed from
the list. However, if you see, the cure suggested through the Essential
Commodities Act has proved to be more dangerous than the disease
itself. We all know that the Act at times had resulted in spiking of
wholesale and retail prices instead of smoothening the same. The Act
has discouraged private players to invest in the agriculture sector.
Besides, it disincentivised investments in storage and warchousing
infrastructure as traders were aware of the unpredictable imposition of

the stock limits.

Sir, this Ordinance has to be commended. Though Agriculture is at
Entry 14 of State List, Entry 33 of the Concurrent List empowers the
Central Government to legislate on production, trade, and supply of
foodstuff. By taking the Ordinance route, a clear attempt was made to
bypass the parliamentary process. When a proposed amendment is
introduced in the Parliament, it is open to debate, scrutiny, comments,
and valuable nputs from the stakeholders before it 1s passed. A critical
legislation like this should certainly have been brought before

Parliament previously.
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The Sarkaria Commission report on Centre-State relations pointed
out that the Centre used Entry 33 disproportionately to empower itself in
the sphere of agriculture. The power of Centre in agriculture
management has certainly increased through this Ordinance. States like
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal have repeatedly called for transfer of Entry
33 from the Concurrent List to the State List.

Tamil Nadu was the first State in India to introduce free power for
agriculture, by the then ruling DMK Party, to boost agriculture and
advocated for fair prices for agri produce. We have to respect and

safeguard the State’s interests too.

The Ordinance does not define the term ‘extraordinary
circumstances’. They may include war, famine, extraordinary price rise,
and natural calamities of a grave nature. It i1s not clear. Even in the
extraordinary circumstances, the Government only, they say, may
choose to exercise regulations. Such legislative ambiguity makes one

question the entire exercise of introducing this particular provision.

Drastic changes such as the removal of stock limits and exemption
to exporters/traders and value chain participants may not help farmers
directly. Big corporate houses or multinational corporations may prefer
to stock up their quota at the time of harvest when the prices are low and
thus would not need to buy from the farmers when the prices rise. So, at
the end of the day, the farmers are going to be affected adversely. If the
farmers decide to retain their produce for sale later, prices may not go up
or the private sector may not enter the market to purchase. The
subjective nature of terms like horticultural produce or perishable

agricultural foodstuffs, etc., 1s also not clear. So, you have to explain and
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give a detailed list to the Parliament as to what products you are going to

cover under which category.

Another 1ssue is regarding the installed capacity. The Bill does not
specify the exceptions for exporters and value chain participants in
terms of its capacity whether it be annual installed capacity or monthly
installed capacity or daily installed capacity. It is not at all very clear.

The Government should clearly mention what they mean.

India no longer faces food shortage problems, according to The
Economic Survey, 2020. The food grain production has increased since
1950s and India is now an exporter, thereby rendering the Act
anachronistic. The amendments were supposed to foster an ecosystem so
that the farmers receive fair remuneration for their produce. However,
these amendments have made the whole purpose ambiguous and subject
to interpretation. For example, in case of exporters, will it be confirmed
export order in hand or only the export orders for which LCs have been

opened.

Again, all the terminologies are vague and are not clear. The
Government has to responsibly clarify all the terms which have been
mentioned in the Act. Besides, the major focus of the Bill has been on
agricultural items but it ignored sectors like petrol, jute, essential drugs,
etc. Why has this been the case?

Chairman Sir, a considerable administrative effort was utilized for
the enforcement of the Act, according to the Survey. It was also pointed
out that the conviction rate was an abysmal 3.8 per cent. This should,
however, not be the reason for diluting the Act. Once cannot ignore the
pulses scam that involved the manipulation of prices in 2015.

Investigation by the Income-Tax Department found several big MNCs
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played a major role in spiking prices of pulses. India is still dependent
on the monsoon for producing sufficient food grains. A majority of farm

holding in India is small and marginal.

Another locust attack may occur in the near future. The El Nino
phenomenon has hit Indian agriculture hard in the past. Given the timing
of this amendment, it is likely to benefit big traders, big corporates, and
MNCs, but not the farmers directly. Our policies, thus, must ensure
sustainable farm growth taking into consideration factors like climate
change, land holdings, consumer capacity, and farmers’ interests. Like I

said, India is a country where the farmers depend heavily on monsoon.
HON. CHAIRPERSON : Please conclude now.

SHRI D.M. KATHIR ANAND: I am concluding, Sir.

So, the price volatility 1s expected to happen. This situation has
been topped by the Government’s arbitrary import-export decisions. In

this scenario, is deregulation the only step?

Structurally, farming needs to be made economically and
ecologically viable in India for any real progress for farmers. The
Government should take steps so that the farmers could withstand

weather shocks or crop damages against any sudden locust attacks.

More focus on the establishment of cold storages is necessary. This
1s an important point that I want to stress to the Government. When you
talk about the goods, prices, and the supply chain, cold storages have to
be given more mmportance. If you start making cold storage plants
everywhere in India, then you do not need this Act at all. Everywhere,

people can store the products and they can sell it at a good price and the
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farmers will be benefited. The focus of the Government should be to

bridge the urban-rural divide and help farmers get their fair share.

Sir, I urge the Government to reconsider this Bill and send the same
to the Select Committee and I object this Bill to be passed in this

Parliament. Thank you, Sir.

DR. SANJEEV KUMAR SINGARI (KURNOOL): Thank you, Sir for
giving me this opportunity to put forth my YSR Congress Party’s views

and suggestions on the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020.

At the outset, Sir, I congratulate Government of India on
promulgating Ordinance No. 8 of 2020 because we are living in
extraordinary times. Bold decisions are needed and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill is one such measure and YSRCP
welcomes it. Production of face masks and sanitizers were likewise
controlled by Government of India and now we are seeing the good
results. We are getting N95 masks at very economical rate and India has
emerged as the second largest producer of those items. I once again

congratulate the Government of India and hon. Minister of Health.

This Bill primarily seeks to amend the Bill which was enacted to
regulate the production and distribution of certain essential
commodities. As stated in the Objects of the Bill, farmers need to get
better prices and investors need easing out of restrictions and product
storage, movement and pricing. In the proposed Bill, the insertion of
section 1A states that supply of certain foodstuffs may be regulated only

under extraordinary circumstances. It 1s encouraging for the
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entrepreneurs and we welcome it. Stock limit criteria will be imposed
only when the price rise of various foodstuffs is between 50 to 100 per
cent as compared to preceding twelve months of pricing. This is also a
good decision and we welcome it. The processors and value chain
participants are also taken care of with regard to regulating stock limit.
We believe that these amendments will definitely encourage competition
among entrepreneurs and farmers are likely to get better prices for their

produce.
18.33 hrs (Shri Rajendra Agrawal in the Chair)

The Essential Commodities Act 1955 empowers the Government of
India to regulate production and distribution of foodstuffs, fertilizers,
drugs and petroleum products. I would like to bring to the notice of this
august House the oxygen crisis which is impending on India. As a
doctor of medical science, I am able to analyze the situation very easily
and warn about the impending oxygen crisis which is also one of the
essential commodities. Medical oxygen is a drug and an essential
commodity and its rates are controlled by National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Agency. The ceiling price of one cubic metre of oxygen is Rs.
17.49. If one bulk cylinder contains nine cubic metres of oxygen, it
should be sold at Rs. 157, but now one bulk cylinder of oxygen is sold at
Rs. 400 to 500. That is tripling of rates. Who is controlling the
escalation of rates in the essential commodity which is essential in this
hour? Most of us feel happy that the death rate due to COVID pandemic
is less in India when compared to other countries. We should think
beyond the death rate. Because of the impending oxygen crisis, the
common man is forced to spend lakhs of rupees for medical treatment. If
this is unchecked, many of the bankrupt families may take extreme steps

like committing suicide in the coming days. As a social worker, I have
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observed that immediate persuading factor for most of the farmers and
weavers 1s this persisting medical problem. If we need to prevent
suicides in near future, we need to prevent oxygen crisis now. The
facilities in most of the Government hospitals are very good but we find
patients getting treated in private hospitals and ending up in bankruptcy.
Government of Andhra Pradesh is giving Rs. 500 per patient per day and
I congratulate and thank the hon. Chief Minister Shri Jagan Mohan
Reddy. He stands as an example to the whole of India. I represent
Kurnool district which is a backward region of Andhra Pradesh called
Rayalaseema, where we do not have a single oxygen plant in four
districts. We are dependent on neighbouring States like Telangana,
Kerala or Bellary in Karnataka to get our oxygen. So, this issue involves
three States. I request the Government of India to take necessary steps to
ensure NPPA pricing to be implemented very strictly. We should note
that we have seen industrial revolution; we have seen agriculture
revolution; now i1t is time for medical revolution. We need to invest in
oxygen plants; we need to invest in medical colleges and we need to
incentivize rural hospitals. With regard to Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, the Ordinance was very timely done. It was
brought into force when the black-marketers were exploiting the
lockdown. This prevented skyrocketing of prices. We thank the
Government of India for this. Our YSR Congress Party proposes a few
suggestions in this amendment Bill. We should be able to differentiate
between genuine businessmen who are allowed to maintain adequate
stocks or inventory and the hoarders who illegally hoard the stocks. We
should modernize the post-harvest facilities in a scientific way, we
should revisit the Dalwai Committee and speed up the process of
implementing the so-called report on doubling the farmers’ income. In

1955, when the Essential Commodities Act was made, India was food-
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deficient and we were starving for food. Now we are food-surplus. So,
these types of amendments are essential. We need not depend on the old
Acts. So, we congratulate the Government of India for introducing this

Bill and we wholeheartedly support it. Thank you.

ft IgA AW A9 (G SRvue): U AEIey, Navad
X (=), AT, 2020 ®F dH BT 5T WBRT gWaT &
AT ¥ $© axgall & IdTe, MYfd, faavur, TR 3R a1y &
a0 BTy ST | | U 9Rgeh i 3avaes Tt fohan S g,
o gd o uria sififam & 9ifta ot 1 8, S {3 e uere, sifga,
Hicd-gM, Ueiiarad Terdf 3R It T1e, v I WMBR 3R Fx
TRER M T2 T RIS a3 B! Pl B (AT B &
fora iff s & Urgyl & A AR § | BRI & 39 ISP Tbe
® ¢Wd 8T, WHR By ARG 3R Jfeor o1t aegsi &1 off
I H o] SAIHTH & d8d @5 & | 3P [T H WPR P
UFGA FRATE | 1 ¥ Jd diaH aral 1T e A 391 o1
foa1 g | IR SidTor & IR H a8 | HERTY H i SRfieH o
®H! Bl Tl AT, Al HERIY & A JETHA, 3G Sl HIgd - T
fofa fora fop sifaeiom &1 ot off TieaRM €, I9T 80 Uf=ra ol
3T H gIHT AT 3R 20 Ufa=d HiafRfad go1 g1 91t | 3814
gg Hgayul Fuig for &, 3Ud HRUT HERIY | SHRiSH Bt Bl b1
THRIT & Wied a1 T8 | 370! BIHa) IR 0T 391 S, oy
JUHTGAT3 Bl Ifad DIHd R IWIad a¥qd Iuds g b, TR
&9 H T8 3T § o I50 WMBR T 5 WBR & A0 AT Fs
IR UIe 3R g1 HI1H] ! AT Bl YaRE B P golld §1d & |
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Fs TR W I HRUN T Y UG doR bl b & JHY HfRR

FIGd 8 | 37 BRUN IR INBR BT AP T AT 3R HY 39 W
fd=ur foar o 9ol §, 3@ dig UIay™ el 6 |

facrarafl, WTer U Rur I 3R G WIel S7arsf aied R oy
3MYfd YT TR M ¥ J AR 8id & | 39 IR HHad =
Tedlol & gieey 3R el & & 3iar gl fhar g b araa o
3P T &I UPHfd & HRUI Wl G- P AaRIHdl © | 3MUal
& IHY fRUFT 3R IBHR 81 9l 8, Widh sIfesT 9¢ Slldl § 3R BIHdI
IR (01 TG IRPR & B H 6] idT & | o9 Y qd ot A=
I 7 Hel ¢ b 3uel & I90 @ IV WHR & SHUR 3M1dT ©,
Afp I Held HAT IWMBR & B H Tl aldl & | 39 f9d & A1eqH
T 3R ITHT Wi gRT o TH o0 IRBRI P U [0 IHhdT 8
3R 3Mgal &t fUfT ¥ I R 870 &1 & AU T S SR
i Thar g | TR1 gTa 6 T 3imuer & 90a & fore faa & U9 uray™
fpu ST, o 3Taxgs a3 il & DiHal IR I8l b |

Heley, TaT it ¢xar T B T ol owg # i gRT WReR
oI gay HY fauuE # ol 83 & 59 faarfsal & waw & fagd
Bl g | 3 TS &1 vemud de fhar mr g, o feart
IH I BRI, Hifd 3! U Wigde & Ifad < el f&ei?l | g ot
U [AaRUg Uy g | AR A1 fore § Tre &1 STeT Sde gidT §
| ggf & BT &) UledH Y B US El g | Tih AT P BRI
IR TS WehiH UR HHITSC! &I UdIiad AT ¢ gAY gid
g, Sl BHIfeC! I6R & fIh™ BT yHIfad & & | 3 39 3y
The & Y 59 dIAR] T ST T81 Whel UTT §, o) I8 IS 8l
STaT § fb PRI ) e A b= & T St I1e 3awass g, 9 I+
a¥g 3ifafm & wnfie feu U § | 99 R e wrayE fdhu S,
oY 39 IR ® TS & 3R IFId &1 a1 o Ueh | il fop d+
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AR 3R YMACEOR & IR H $gl &, L& | Uidls fbe I efdd sgd
JHEU 373 f | HRMAT B Uidae I3 & g, WeikH Aoy o fog
Sl Y TIYE B, SUDRUT Bl, D! held HRA b Ay, Ih I D
deld B o fag, 39 fad O urgu™ g1 9mfeu ... (caum)

Heley, TIRT IRBR T 3Ry ¢ fob 3muer 3R afYye Geobe & THY
3TALH X (MY ST B 3R 3w I=ad §11 M,
Rt T BIfeeT SR PiFdl R =0 v o1 9 | & 39 fod
BT I FRATE | 9=9aIG
AT GHTURT: 379 G&U # favg 9 | 3y st i ¢Jd e | 31t
Tt St 1 IR ot 8T SR 5 aa Ht S U R |

ft PIRT= FAR |

ot P PUR (TEEN): THUT TG, MU T AP I
A fadad, 2020 @Y ==l & UFT A &1 Hier 3 B, 39 fow
3T ¥4I | HEIGd, I8 U 3dd ol Heayul (a8 g 3R 3H
AT & fedl A 39T e GaY 8 | TRPR A 39 o 5 5, 2020 &
UH AR & GRI AP axg AFTH 1955 3R 1980 & $©
a3l & JdTe, Y, faarl, AMUR R a1fored &1 FE=0 &
& A UG T B AR B | T8 HY URad AR fHamf ot
3T e o1 fa=M H U gl Hed g |

T g gy d93 S SR A U S ol Wt s ST € | o1
Y TISIU Bl PR &1 8, 96 I TMAR 37T U I8 g o fram
o1 s gTad BT HY GURT SW | I DI Bt & foaHl o
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O Y19 & ST USdT YT, 3¢ 399 erdl el | # 9Hgidar § b
for Tl @I dagTel ®I Jedl IR AF & fore off Ja &g o % 8§, |
IGP forg AFH U T30 St 3R fagR & g #3t oft i $aR
it &l T8 G ITedT § |

JUUld Aeled, f9gR | fdHl & foe A= ger 3t Sif 4 $iY
S AY TR Al &t e RS & Aoigd &1 & o &
fFar g | 3 S-S 3R gRATel dhx MU g, H S9& U 33 94T

3R Y=IaTE ST A8l § |

IRBR HT g AHAT & b I2Meq & 3idd fafame gy |
HH § foht &7 ok fac=h e Mo ik TwSlenE Jest d
Iuigarell & fBal ot qRem grft | 9w o Nienfed &3, geal |
fRRar a1 @ @ Ui & fafgwa & g6y § gosi-ie f[ad=u
U R AR Ta! 814 311fe &1 ey firem | fore of fawy afvfufa #
g% Sidvid gg 81, 3P 8, GIURU $HiHd dig 3R THR
Tipfae el # 389 WHR auy ff & Iod! 8, 39 o & A
UraYT forar T ® |

JHTITT Heled, § 3 3BT B 3R WEHR T & feam
TR &, O b I WBR & AIFR 3R Wfdd H T8 S say
B3 AT Uchid 81 T8T &, 399 I BRI & g1d HHOIR g, orad
BIfST 3R o4 gla & Maau & Sie-1sal o Tadl ¢ | Gonard ant
gqdb] BIAGI 31 Ihd ¢ | 39 [T & <8 &1 Uray™ g1 913U |
3R BT HIATENIRI BT 5, dl 3T Ht pe &8 BT YFN SHFT ANBT
| g3 STgl a% A1qH &, 39 foRivy affa grr 9t fageif «R faar
H & 91 o Uy a1 T g, fobeg Ial & SIUPR T Sdg
e gfg A1 I 353 BT A1RT | T8 I WRPHR & ford {3t
i 9 & T =0 § STm! gt § |
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AT FUTITS : o DIRC= FHR ST, STea! BIOT |

ft PIAS FAR : HEIGY, T A< | 3R g1 $© HORTYIT arl,
dl SITH SIdl I SHDT /AT YT TS | TRBR 3 g3 TR
3T & T2 |

HgIgY, 3§ 3, a1d, fadg, WeI-dd, THICR, 31T, TS oidt
U U0 ¥ SER I @l 8, dl [ ol SR Yo &l 1T WIaal
BT | 319 UgT U @l 3BT g fb 30 S=a1 39t Iue | T8} 3,
i < # U1 Ugd ot T § | H 39 f9d o1 gudH HRar g

SHUPT YUdiq |

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Thank you, Sir. |

have three points to make.

The first point is this. The agricultural markets are overstrained by a
web of outdated laws. These laws were codified with the food scarcity
mindset. India has become surplus in most agricultural commodities.
Yet, farmers have been unable to get better prices. There is very little
investment in cold storage, warechouses, processing, and export because
entrepreneurs get discouraged by the regulatory mechanisms that came
into effect through this Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

State intervention at every step is not a smart idea and in today’s
time, it can often be counter-productive. There was a need to remove
many restrictions on trade in agricultural commodities so as to help
agricultural growth. This amendment to Essential Commodities Act

does that and should, therefore, be welcomed.
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The restrictions on hoarding were a legacy of the food crises of the
1950s and 1960s. We do not need these now. Barring a national food
emergency, removal of these would help hoarders and stockists and may
sometimes help crop prices from falling. I would urge the Government
that while liberalizing the regulatory environment, it has to ensure that

interests of farmers and consumers are safeguarded.

When you say that the installed capacity of a value-chain
participant and the export demand of an exporter will remain exempted
from such stock limit in position, then how one is to ensure that the

interest of farmers and consumers is protected.

My second point is that on 5™ June this year, the Essential
Commodities Ordinance, 2020 was promulgated. [ remember famous
farmer leader, Sharad Joshi of Shetkari Sanghatana and Mahendra Singh
Tikait of Bharatiya Kisan Union who had spearheaded farmers’ agitation
to get free from stranglehold of the restriction that the State had imposed
on farmers.

As I was leading the Pragati Odisha Krishak Parishad in Odisha, I
had participated in a number of their meetings and agitations. I had
interacted with Joshi Ji when he was a Member of Rajya Sabha during
Atal Ji’s premiership. They would have been the happiest persons to
hear about the unshackling of farmers from the artificial restriction that
State had imposed on them for the last six decades or so. Those who are
critical of this amendment should be aware that trade and commerce of
food stuff are in the Concurrent List. Yet I would ask as to why did you
bring this change through backdoor and that too in dark hours of a
national medical emergency. A high-powered Committee of around

eight Chief Ministers starting from Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Captain

34/71



7/9/22, 11:00 AM

Amrinder Singh, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Shri Manohar Lal Khatter, Shri
Pema Khandu, Shri Vijay Rupani, Yogi Adityanath, and Mr. Kamal Nath
sat twice. Of course, Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar was also a member and
so also Ramesh Chand of NITI Aayog. This high-powered Committee
sat twice — once in the month of July and another on August 16, 2019.
They had recommended removal of stringent restrictions of stock,
movement and price control of agricultural food stuffs for attracting
private investment in agricultural marketing and infrastructure. One
should be clear in this perspective. This is a matter of agriculture. This
reform will increase agriculture productivity and improve food markets.
Do not confuse this with the increase of farmers’ income. This policy

change 1s for agriculture and not for farmers.

Lastly, I would say that the Government should have done away
with export restrictions on agricultural commodities. This critical piece
is missing. There has been a number of amendments to the Essential
Commodities Act. Practically, 13 amendments have already been done

after the Act came into existence in 1955 and the last amendment was in

20009. This will be the 14" amendment and I am sure more

amendments would also come.

18.49 hrs (Hon. Speaker in the Chair)

Before concluding, I would say that the Green Revolution and
subsequent improvement in agricultural practices have made us self-
sufficient in foodgrains. Large scale export of foodgrain is not an ideal
thought. It is eminently feasible and has the potential of rejuvenating
the agricultural sector. We can counter China’s loan diplomacy with our

food diplomacy. Most of our neighbours and African countries that have
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become Chinese clients are perpetually short of foodgrains which we

can provide at a low cost or in exchange for their products.

[ support the Bill.

A 3regef: gyt A1 Geur 9 A 38 § 3R IR U
Bdl ? fob sifieran AT Tex o) vaid Jad, Tt 3fawR e
1Y, AT g7 7 31419 § 3R 39 faudia uRfufaat & +ff g9 sam
e gHY db IF Ia1 38 § | 30 gHt die B DIifiRe B3 3R

3T &1d | &l fiHe o JHI B |

G B T S, 1 e 39 91 IR 989 82
St WTdd A (@RY): W, §H ¢A-US W & | ...(3TdYUH) §H -
Ted e | .. (cHaYr)

AT 3eged: ¢ ardi &1 H ApT <71 3R 8 arall ! Ht AT &
3R I YHT H 96 Tt 1 +ff HiopT ST, Jap! AepT 27 |

AT 3eFel: S 3icll St & forw & fie Taic s feu e & |

A 3ee: T P o@d gU Tad! Il o |
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Hav IR 3t (3FRIET): 3fehel HElad, 4-garg | 3 43 “fd
TIRId HASA (3ASHe) fad, 2020° WR dia- &1 AT fear g |
4P MU Iy o¥ e § g of e &) feur g, safew o
Hre-ieht 971 B |

31eme] HeIey, U8 fod R i ¥ [ farieh ® 1 ug fo=ferg
3R STHIRAR! P! BRIGT Ugd aTdll fod § | §9 IRBR B {1 gHRT
Ty U 81 3 @I & [ T T F1 918d § | &% A Bl a9 I, &R
IS BT UIZACIZT PR & U HRURCS GRdl & gald BT 3R
WRUIC &I 99 &I, YAd B! 99 g, §aMe! &1 o9 af 3R 3d fami
Dt Sl Fl-gat fbarHt o &, 3BT HeH! B Y d°- BT S,
HIRURCY 3R Hec HRIeH & gaTd HR &1 H1H I8 WNHR 39 f9d &
arerd 9 B el g | 3t el & e il et 9ge 9 3| o
fb 9 sHedc & HIHH U dgd §g1 g% 3T | Udl el a8
g-dICHC Byl F T2

e Agley, § 3udh A1eqH § el Iedl §, Th T d o]
Aqredl § fb DRURCH T, S THH Fa BT | Sl Ugde LR
had ol €, foraT I T 37U Y Tl ¢ fb B 791 T TR
Thac! ol Gl e 31Tt a1 U 32 741 fh i &1 Ueh-Ueh AT &l
UHe Urgde diHt e T8l SR T8 8 | TR W8 & ol guT & A
TP fay™ 91 &7 T YRR USAl § | 961 W 9! YR Ba,
RfyTaci! PR ac! g, 39 hag! R [haM] &l 380 TRIS 30Tl STl
g | ofd 71 fUsd 80 39 IR Tt & @nll ¥ oal b 3! YITdH
I 781 81 X818 ol U8 WHR foarl & ferw st Tiaa g s agi &
fTAPRY 3R e a-He & g o 1[G ol TaaUic aiedal &
¥HH adt 8, fUsa dF gral o ag Ht 78t &t 715 § | 9T 39y foegm
MAMHR g2 A 3ueT H 3awR I I8 ¢ o fobg dkid T 59
31UeT & A1eEH A S e 70 It § 39 <9 § A 18 7S off, o
et Yaex 3ge it a1 75 i, 3! fbg aiis T 9= 1T |
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3T ARG, H U HIenH ¥ Tgl HgT IIgi & IWBR B
39 fod W ERT AT =T, Hifes Ig SN f9d o T §, U8
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First of all, I would like to draw your attention to some of the major
deficiencies in the management of food stocks. The Government just
does not know the stocks which are held by the private sector. Hence,
production of each and every item must be put in public domain with

location of such stocks in all parts of the country.

As we all know, in our country, the surplus of agricultural products
is marginal in some regions and high in some other regions. This will
give scope to the private traders to purchase these surplus agricultural
products at lower prices. The private traders hoard these products with
the intention of creating maximum profits. They will sell the surplus
agricultural products at higher prices, depending upon the situation
which will create 1imbalance and unnecessary problems in the market
which will have impact on the common man. So as to minimize these
imbalances, the Government should take precautionary measures by
maintaining total information of surplus agricultural products of the

country and private traders as per the Essential Commodities Act.

I would like to bring to your kind notice that the Union
Government is purchasing only paddy, maize, red gram and cotton.
Hence, some other food items need to be purchased from the farmers
and markets. We request the Union Government to purchase some more
items produced by farmers. Our State is helping the farmers by

purchasing almost all food related items from them at the field level.

Now, I can proudly say in the House that our Telangana State
Government under the dynamic and able leadership of our Chief
Minister Shri K. Chandrashekhar Rao i1s implementing magnanimous
Rythu Bandhu scheme to benefit about 60 lakh farmers. It was paid in

two instalments that is in Rabi and Kharif seasons before sowing by
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giving Rs. 10,000 per annum for each acre to timely help farmers to
produce more items and also to increase their incomes to realize the goal

of doubling the farmers income by 2022.

[ am happy to say that our State is the largest producer of turmeric
in the country. Hence, the Telangana Government is demanding the

formation of Turmeric Board which was promised by the BIJP

Government during the 16! Lok Sabha. For name sake, the Union
Government upgraded the divisional office of the Spices Board, but
there was no mention of the Turmeric Board. Therefore, we are strongly

demanding the establishment of Turmeric Board exclusively.

With these words, I conclude my speech.

*ml4

SHRI SHRINIWAS DADASAHEB PATIL (SATARA): Hon’ble
Speaker Sir, [ would like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for
giving me this opportunity to speak in my mother tongue Marathi. [ am

very optimistic that we will discuss this Bill seriously as you are in the
Chair.

All the crops like grains, pulses, oil seeds, vegetables onions tomato,
potato and flowers etc are produced by our farmers and there is no
binding for them to grow a specific crop. It is expected from the
Government that a fair marketing mechanism should be developed for

farmers and consumers. The onion growing farmers had much
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expectation this time but the Government has banned the export of
onions. As a result, the onion prices in the Lasalgaon market have come
down drastically and farmers have landed in trouble. I would suggest
that dry onion powder should be made. Agro processing is the need of
the hour. Government should focus on packaging and processing of

agriculture produces.

After Second World War, the prices of jaggery were risen
exponentially. Farmers had to suffer heavy losses and that helped the co-
operative movement to gain momentum. Same kind of situation is now
arisen in case of onions. Due to export ban, the onions in the containers
are bound to get rotten as these have not been cleared at the ports.
Hence, I would like to request Hon’ble Prime Minister and Agriculture

Minister to take necessary steps in this regard.

When my leader Shri Sharad Pawar ji was Union Agriculture
Minister, there was no space left for storage of huge agriculture
produces. Food grains were easily available for the poor people.
Farmers were also fetching remunerative prices for their produces. Due
to this Bill, there is a possibility of reduction in the prices of agriculture

produces.

Hence, we will definitely support the Government if it is ready to
push for agriculture processing. If you can ensure fair and remunerative
prices for agriculture produces like turmeric, onions, cotton, sugar etc., it

would help the poor and needy farmers of the country.

So, Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I would like to request you once again to
give relief to the onion growing farmers of Maharashtra and Karnataka.
If the farmers do not have money with them, it would affect the overall
economy and other markets too. There is an urgent need to bridge the
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gap between producers and consumers. Thank you very much for

allowing me to speak in Marathi.
19.00 hrs

& IS : AT JSRATUT, AR JHT Bt SIFHN 81 al THT P
gy fades uiikd 811 do a1 fean &g |

3P AT T : off IR, FeT foar o |
A 3¢ : Ufed Agd ey Iuud YR € |

ADV. A.M. ARIFF (ALAPPUZHA): Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of
CPI(M), I vehemently oppose the Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020. I suggest the Government to change the name of this Bill as
Food Hoarding Freedom for Corporates Bill, 2020. There are reasons

for me to say like this.

What does the Bill do? The Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Bill removes the supply of all food commodities from regulation under
Essential Commodities Act except in extraordinary circumstances. The
price limits set for such extraordinary circumstances are so high that
they are likely to be never triggered and even in those cases, big

companies like Adanis would be exempted from any stock limits.

In the parent Act, the restriction was on the agri-business companies
and traders. Now, those restrictions are being removed for all the food

commodities. So, it provides them to purchase and store any quantities,
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hence indulge in hoarding. Therefore, it should be called as ‘Food
Hoarding (Freedom for Corporates) Bill. The companies like Adani
Wilmar, Reliance, etc. will now have freedom to stock any amount of
food commodities. This freedom was only with farmers and Food

Producer Organisation until now.

They will build huge storage and processing facilities, and build
complete market domination. This means that they will dictate terms to
farmers which i1s likely to lead to less prices to farmers, and not more
income. It has been established that when there is price rise in retail
market, the benefit is not passed on to the farmers but when there is a
price fall, the loss is passed on to the farmers. For example, Adani
Wilmar imports large quantities of oil and pulses from its holdings in

other countries, including Africa.

Adani Wilmar is investing 350 million dollars in Bangladesh for
setting up of a food processing industry. Since there will be no limit on
stocking in India, imports by Adanis from their businesses abroad can
dominate Indian market in a bigger way. The Government is willingly
curtailing its power to protect the interests of most of the marginalised

citizens, and protecting the interests of hoarders and big businesses.

Sir, using its powers under the Act, enables the State Governments
to issue control orders, regulate the movement of goods within and
across the States and fix stock limits. It could make licensing
compulsory and even impose levy on production of goods. The States
made full use of these powers and thousands of police cases were
registered every year for alleged violations of control orders. This power
of the States will cease, except in extra-ordinary circumstances. So, it

needs a wide discussion. Therefore, I request the Government to
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consider sending this Bill to the Select Committee, and come back with

a reasonable modification.

[ again say, I vehemently oppose the Bill. Thank you.

SHRI E.T. MOHAMMED BASHEER (PONNANI): Thank you very
much, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. Sir, while talking about the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020, I would like to say that
the intention of the Government may be good but at the same time, if
you make a meticulous analysis of the Bill, you will be convinced that
there are a lot of ambiguities in this. Not only that, there are loopholes

which may be misused while implementing the things.

Sir, the Central Government is getting more powers in this. Of
course, that may also be needed. It empowers the Government to control
production, supply, distribution, trade and commerce in certain
commodities. It aims to liberate regulatory system, and extend income
like benefit to farmers. There intention may be that but you have to
examine whether all these dreams are going to be fulfilled. That is to be

analysed further.

Sir, imposition of stock limit and the conditions stipulated to it
should be discussed in detail. It may have a chance of misuse. My
learned friends have already explained about that, and I do not want to

elaborate that.

Sir, this empowers the Government to declare a commodity as

essential. Government can control the production, supply and
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distribution of the commodities and impose a stock limit. I apprehend
that the Government is getting an extra constitutional power in this, and

it may go to any extent.

With regard to its definition, there is no clarity. The clarity was there
in the parent Act of 1955. When we are making a new law, I feel that the
clarity should be there. There is a lack of clarity, especially in the case of

definitions.

Sir, as far as India is concerned, I do not want to go into figures, we
proudly say that we have achieved so much in agriculture sector. The
main handicap for the farmers is marketing. So, we have to interfere in
the market not only in the case of essential commodities, but also
marketing 1s very important for all agricultural products. The
Government may have very good expectations. But I would like to
suggest that the Central Government should initiate consultations with
State Governments to increase the number of agricultural markets and

create marketing infrastructure in States which do not have APMCs.

Similarly, even in the case of markets, it was suggested in the past
that there should be Gramin Haats . That is also very much necessary.
My learned friends were expressing some anxiety about this measure.
Who is going to be the ultimate winner here? That is a point to be
discussed. When we are making such a legislation, we have to be very
careful about it. You have taken the route of ordinance; I do not want to
say much about it; that itself 1s a fault. But whatever it may be, we have
to examine as to who is going to gain out of this measure. I apprehend
that the big guns may fish out of troubled waters; they make use of the
situation for their benefit. So, I would like to suggest that in this kind of
things the ultimate benefit should go only to the farmers. My friends
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were talking about exploitation of farmers. Therefore, I would like to

say that all these apprehensions must be addressed by the Government.

With these few words, I conclude.

A 38 AT 9, 3T 93-90 I al 3! HidbT Tal
ST | 31U 96-98 HHEH B dl 3D HIbT gl ol |
..(S99YT)

AEHI 3ITE: MY ST 96 SMST | 3TUH! HihT el FHeT | 3HTH!
HihT e areT 8, Tl di 3! BT Ag! faa |

*m17

SHRI SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL (FEROZPUR): Hon’ble Speaker
Sir, the Central Government brought three Ordinances in June, 2020. It
was claimed that these Ordinances are for the welfare of the farmers. We
are discussing the Essential Committees Bill today. The Bills pertaining
to the other two Ordinances will be discussed tomorrow. All the three

Ordinances had been brought by the Central Government together.

Sir, let me say that firstly, the Ordinances should not have been

brought. No discussions were held with the concerned parties and
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stakeholders. Farmers organizations and other parties should have been

brought in the loop.

Hon’ble Speaker Sir, I, myself, am a farmer. The majority of
workers of my party Shiromani Akali Dal hail from the farming
community. Our leadership itself hails from the farming community and
we work for the welfare of agricultural class. Shiromani Akali Dal is a
100 year old party and we have been at the vanguard during peasant

movements and struggles.

AT 3HAFE: AHAHIT Ua™, Y 93-93 Siail dl D] HidbT el
S | 3119 93-946 HHCH B dl 3TD! HIHT gl ol |
..(HdYU)

AT & 3T T 96 SIS | 3MTYh! HidhT ] & | 3udh)
AT fie aTelr 8, Tl d 3! Ml Aa! fHa |

SHRI SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL : Sir, Shiromani Akali Dal has
always been in favour of farmers. When we talk about peasant leaders,
the names of three stalwarts flash in the mind : Chaudhary Devi lal,
Chaudhary Charan Singh and Sardar Parkash Singh Badal. All the three
leaders devoted their lives for the cause of the farmers. My father
Sardar Parkash Singh Badal was incarcerated in jail for 16 long years.

As he talked about the welfare of the poor and the farmers, the Congress
party put him 1in jail. But, our Party never compromised on the matter of

the interests of the farmers.
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Sir, before bringing in these Ordinances, the Central Government
should have held detailed discussions with pro-farmer parties like the
Shiromani Akali Dal. Wide consultations were needed. However,
Shiromani Akali Dal was not consulted regarding the merits or demerits
of this ordinance. When 1t was placed in the Cabinet for approval, our
representative had cautioned the Government and said that several
apprehensions needed to be allayed. The farmers of Punjab and
clsewhere were very apprehensive. We asked for delaying the

Ordinance.

For the last two months, we talked to farmers and other stakeholders
and came to know about their apprehensions. I am a farmer. [ know
about the difficulties faced by the farmers during selling and marketing.
I know about the problems that arise due to MSP. 1 know about the

problems that arise at the time of procurement.

Sir, Punjab is at the forefront when it comes to contributing food-
grains in the central pool. Our land area is 2% but we contribute 50% of
wheat for the central kitty. Similarly, we provide 40 to 45% rice for the

central pool.

We know that all these three Ordinances have left an adverse
impact on Punjabi farmers. The marketing system of Punjab and
Haryana are the best. I don’t know about the impact of these Ordinances
on other States. But, our state Punjab has borne the brunt of these three
Ordinances. The farmers of Punjab want that their apprehensions should
be allayed. However, I am sorry to say that we have got no answers

from the Centre.

What are the apprehensions? Earlier, in the Essential Commodities

Act, there was a limit. But, now the limit has been done away with.
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Now, traders can purchase any amount of foodgrains etc...

HEATT el : At WiTdd A1 |

At WATad A (RRER): Wi U1gd, 9gd-agd Y=IdIg |...(TaY™)
A MTE : Th BHe S9! diaq &l |

oft @ fRig aga : ¥ 0P fu= & U T | Q- T ugd bt
dd ¢ | HA 379 IR b 3110 39 Sfife-q & fRaars i g2 T RIS
1 fram 981 g3 S i o 59 Rardg o des 3man o1, 319
B qUd &R ST U7 | 519 R AT S/t B9 o1 & T4, 39d! 9R1
S WH Bl 715, dI 394 ¥ da1 faT, a9 un &= QU | 396 71
A g 5 O AccTAd Ut ot HH He <1t e ifercsl ¢,
S§ 3] Peid gl T, O Heoll P a1 & | H Al §, SURT
RRAMN arepTelt od it & cara & 2 7 &, 78 g9 urdf ) 9
g | I8 US & [T B, USTd & TTURT i, USTd & SHTefadl Bl
GSITe & HoIgR o1l Wl H BT Hd §, SAP! M-S © b 39 B H
98d Y1 8, SP! 9gd Roldy-g g | 9 a& I Rorde=g X 9 8,
gg ST 7 1 WY | ifd I8 3Hifed PR AP 3 ...
(HaYI)

ft WITdd A (FRR): Wi g, 9gd-agd ¥=garg | U gy
T &g HA aral off Ul g, STD! 7 goi B SHIG & 1Y T ST
YdTe AT § | W, H Uorel & S, i 999 &Y ¢, 39fal |
Hien favg IR 3MTan g |

#Sir, Aam Admi Party vehemently opposes this lopsided Bill. This

Bill provides freedom and license to black-marketers, profiteers and

50/71



7/9/22, 11:00 AM

hoarders. I am amazed that the Akali Dal President, who considers
himself the messiah of farmers, is now opposing this Bill. In Punjab,
they support this Bill. But, here, they oppose this Bill. They voted for
NRC here. But, in Punjab, they opposed the same Bill. He is opposing
this Bill but his Party is enjoying the fruits of Ministership in this
Government. They are not even ready to resign from Ministership.

Now, they have the excuse that they had not read the Bill in its entirety.
How is this Bill anti-farmer now? Earlier, he was courting Shri Narinder

Tomar ji and took him to Chandigarh.*

Y g AR Sl Bl ABR FolTTe MY, F5i4 374 g feeran fo
g dl 9gd 331 fad § | onft @ a7 uga fug! okt &t foh sgd
3131 f9d g, HHTA BT BIdl 5, 39Y [HIM! &I 9gd WIICT 81T, T8
PIfeR fed g |

Sir, the capitalists will have a field day. The stock-holders will

exploit the farmers.

Sir, I have been a student of commerce. There is a rule of

Economics: More supply, less demand; less supply, more demand.

SHHINTT &1 ¥d 5, AR I@Ts oY ferie, a9 Iwrs AR fears |
s 3R fSHEe e gH STHh gl H ¢ 1Y, UIsde WId H g H ¢
&7 A1 HETE B Y Held B2 oG Hofl 1o diel &1 qwrs B
PP d H TS dQIddl |

W, B I gAY I oo} aeg3f &l foe A @17 | 99 $3 o1
a1, TRUIE 99 I, Yod 99 &1, 3T Ndl 99 <, so o &, Rt feam
T8 T T, fora ot 3514 o9 e | goe | fha 9sahi IR ¢ |

IR, STHIF &1 |l Hgl SITd] 5, fHar U=t AT &l s & g 3l
JsHh W ¢ | ¥ 39 fod &1 fojiy a1 § | 39 f9d &1 gy &A1
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BT | TRBR 3 I |

SHRI RAM MOHAN NAIDU KINJARAPU (SRIKAKULAM):
Thank you, hon. Speaker, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to speak on
this important Bill. The old Act which had been enacted was in 1955.
The circumstance at that time was that there was scarcity in agricultural
production. But right now, if you see, the agricultural scenario has
changed; the circumstances are different. Now, we have an integrated
market with surplus production. But the only problem we are still facing
is that the farmer is not being able to benefit from whatever situation is
there today. Much of it has been implied due to the Act that was there
earlier which restricted the agricultural investments that have been
coming into this sector. Now, the intention is to improve the investment
scenario so that farmers have a choice in who to trade with and further

benefit from this trading.

Before I support this Bill, I have some concerns that [ would like to
put forward to the Central Government. One of them, which many hon.
Members have also mentioned, 1s the extraordinary circumstances.
There is a reason that this has to be properly defined. I would like to do
it with an example also. Recently, we had a locust attack in Gujarat,
Punjab and Rajasthan. During this time, if you look at that attack, it
does not come under war, famine, flood or any other natural calamity.
So, how do these kinds of situations be addressed through this Bill is

something which the Central Government should answer.
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Also, there 1s an issue about cooperative federalism. Agriculture is
supposed to be on the State List. This 1s something which is related to
agriculture. Let us say, there is scarcity of cereals in Andhra Pradesh
and not in Punjab, then how will they discuss this scenario with the
States and ensure that they also have the right in deciding whatever the
regulation of the food stocks is? Hoarders and firms, because of the
nature of their process, have to be defined in the original Act, which is
not there. So, there 1s an opportunity to, at least, define the terms
‘hoarders’ and ‘firms’ in this Act, which has not been done. All the hon.
Members have been mentioning as to how the private players can take
this as an advantage. Though it is not an intention, yet, because of the
loophole, there can be a misuse of this law so that the rich players can
do lot of hoarding. So, the Central Government should ensure that, that

situation does not arise.

FCI has a good mechanism of stock management system. It is a
computerised system. But how will they ensure that this is also
followed by the private players? How will they know how much stock

is there with each company or each player present in this? That needs to
be clarified.

Other than this, the installed capacity which determines the limit of
stock, is it going to be based on the annual installed capacity or the
monthly installed or the daily installed capacity? That is something

which needs to be clarified.

With these concerns, I would like to support this Bill. Thank you,
Sir.
AT el : St Yo gare go | Ul R T g1 91
HE g |
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SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, the
Bill mentioned that he had taken consultations with several States
including my State, Maharashtra and the CM had agreed to this model. I
would like to clarify that when I verified this, this was the earlier Chief
Minister, and I came to know that the Maharashtra Government has not
agreed to this model. So, I just want to ask one pointed question to the
Minister whether the Agricultural Prices Commission was discussed at
that particular meeting when Maharashtra had made recommendation
that this Act would only trigger in a situation of a formula. That formula
was not informed to our State. So, where is this 50 per cent and 100 per
cent that you have come to? That was not discussed in the consultations
which they had with my State. We do not support it. I am just putting
that on the record. The Minister could kindly explain how will our

States be protected.

SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY (BAHARAMPUR): There
1s an adage which is very much popular in Bengal that once bitten twice
shy. Bengal 1s such a State which had witnessed a horrendous and
notorious famine which even took a toll of more than forty lakh people.
So, I am very much apprehensive of the context of the legislative

document whereby, by implication, hoarding will be legalised.
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Sir, the Bill 1s replete with various ambiguities which needs to be
explained by the hon. Minister. The issue is that the Bill does not define
what installed capacity signifies. And on that issue, I have brought one
amendment also. This leaves room for exploitation by potential

hoarders and black-marketeers who can create multiple entities with

installed capacities or fine and other ways to gain the system. dX, =pane

STHRAR] &1 STAMHR B BT T I BT | O7F TaTT AolgR I
R IAd-Idd Aid & RER gid & @ 39D ot IRBR Hed! ¢ fd a8
YIGH &1 HTH 8 | I Tae A% Tie’ gdidl 8, dfeb- 59 fod &

gied & U TAMHRAT &7 UGY™ § | This Bill is a highly

centralised law. Under this law, licences are not required for farm

purchases. Anyone with a valid pan card — individual or enterprise —
from any part of the country can purchase the produce. Now, a capital
intensive company can enter and change the market dynamics and make
the market — oligopoly or duopoly — like the mobile sector, which is
against the small organisation and competitive in nature of the market.
Nobody can store beyond the capacity. Earlier existing has become a
redundant law. But big players can have warehouses of expanding upto
infinite capacity and they can store buying the future option of

foodgrains and control the demand and supply. There lies our objection.

IR, U8 PR 82 §1d H 3fie-9 &1 YeRT I 7l 82 9T a1 8
T YT? Is there any definite reason? Is there any reason for invoking the
Ordinance? GRXHR B I1d & foTT SMTSAT =1 Tl & | U1 o7 g3
U2 9 Hifond & IATY UTsid &1 3T RIAT g, WPR AR T S
G 34 §aTt | Aife-4 R Tefld & ol 71 TF g2

W, o1 fp HA Fel, 39 S0 1 T & 1y @i Rear
Tol © | I8 3ifs~d Rith SHRIR] & A 1 & fou 3 | s4few |
IqdTe <dl § fb 3 ICdEs B & dad U Jd DI WHR| &
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1Y dIadid ®d T Hied Tae 911 Pl DIRR B Hifb IqH
fBgad & 8% gd BT Ul RTUC BT, RR&I BT el § |

A Sreme: FRIeid S, 31 3 & a1 918d 82
s1. fAfRreia gd (gm): S |
AT 3eaed: e id Sff, 59 Th Ydbue H 30! 91d &g |

s1. FRrewia ga : sreme wgiey, Tgl sifl PIsiTuRiea &1 H1w! a1d
gs | H 39% H1end § U H3 oft ¥ Had 3a-T a1 ST 18l §
fo o 3 Rig 3R HHAY S, HRY & 37 & 9w fifaes
& 3l dg o dHcT A, o9 g8 IHA<= YA fdhal, afe 39 ar
THHERT T A9 3HH ¢ TR 3Hh 8389 U ¢ 47 al Ig S Sl
fSTH =M 31 381§, Yac g9 ANl ! 399 Jfaen g fh H-o1H 39
HHA T ¥ 3R I T IHHS fobar |...(TauM)

AT 3eE: A 9w, 3MUd od & Ue A1 9 &1 HA
HiehT T | 3 A%} §1d T | § Soa=I1 ¢ X@T g | HIRATT SidT aret
D AT & SATAR 6l IR 10 ART P HpT [HaT d1iey | 3MUdh &d
& YR R UH Yo H! AT AT | 3 31T g Jici a1 3udh g
& 3R T i S, SN 3T 3UA g | =TT g} B uTa |

AT HAT S |
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ot g IR SIGRIG: 3ee HRI, 19 AFAIG Yad! - 39
foa &t ==l & YT form |/ 39 9 el &1 3R §, gl 9=l |/
YT foram 3R Ui faar |

3T ARG, YR PR 7 65 IId RM 3aTH T
T, 1955 BT TRMYUT B o AT 5 T, 2020 DI AT SR
fobdT | SR & A1 ¥ 3HTaRGh 9% AT 1955 Bl YRT-3 H
T 5 IU-URT 1(F) Sie! T8 § | aAd I MU=, 1955 F
3TaRGPH a3 DI URT 2(F) b SfId ITd a3 DI i fopar
g | SUH qdls, Bicagor, W Ua, ®uy [ffa gd, deiorm™
g, ¢ SR di9 § | 3MaRg® o SMAaH 1955 & d8d I%
DR B! FYfaRad wfeaar f Ueq &1 T € | 1aad axgsl @l
=0T S & ol Ay 1, TR 3R fawt & Siaal i) [z
AL, iR B Sl BT UG BT 3R TeATal BT 10T BT
MHAR |

38 HEIad, STd HRd WaF 31T, 39 oI DI ST 40 PRIS
At | g, T1ad, aTd o W B o J ®E A | feHis SR IwE
@ o9 DI 31 @1 & U R ®iHal & [aHd a1 & o
A 1955 BT UraY™ fbar 74T |

el Heled, ST YHY-THY TR &R &1 H1Y IUsl B T &
wiftenr @ T, O qaTIE® fazawur g8 RERM wRar § f W
TAFHR &9 PI fGxM & aoll I M 9 WM & | H UD! Il
AR b aY 1955-56 T g DT IdIGA hdd 100 ARG Hifcds e T, Sil
3T aY 2018-19 H 1,000 TG Afed e 31 7 | T8 S & T
d¢le | 1A BT IdIGH 250 TRG Hifcd & YT, S 35T 1100 A
Hificw eI g3Ne | I8 IR T ¢l & | ¥ &l gaag R fade- &1 off
ATHT Tot FRUMA § | 3MR §H 37 3HThs! Bl ¢W dl I WP glal & b
3F YRA T P P T AAAR T8 | YR H 8 THH R Y
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IdIEH 811 & STav[g AT He s U il &1 fawg g 9 @138 |
Be URIRAT #31ed &1 U difties RUIC o 3R dY 2012-13 &
IdNed 3PS TR TG $Y IUST B! AR & d1G JHAM Bl
3ffpa forar, fHT 3FHM 92,000 HUS FTY TTC MW | Ja
3IfIF THIH Hal 3R TfeTal &1 U T § | 396! HH B &
oI §UR UM WIKRIT giayr gt A1fgu | Sa=ad a&q HiS-gd o
g RN 39 a3 B! TwIs o A IS AN DI W18 U Bl
| TRATTRGSY SN &7 # o &) ggrar e iR 39 Iy 8l
YSRUT giaurafi H fowdR 3R dd-1d! GUR & SR g1 drd JHaH
DI HH DH U Fgraal g |

e HeIey, s IR Rud Rudg gr1 a8 U W § &
farl &l dics TR, TRIRIT 3i1fe # o=l 1 HH & HRUT dga?
DG ol T UTS | 39& 3arar, gg vt urar T § f saed 39
AT & B AU & HRUI Y 87 H FHaU A Y R ILBA B |

e AgIey, H e ol gfad 1 Iedl § fb SWRiad ardl &
e o Fifd ST gRT I 61 @ T e R it 1iéd &t
Ts oft | 39 R foxgd =i &1 712 | S Is0l & PIEE 39H BIOR &
| 3H! &l IR 96 g3 | I H UoTe, A UG, NS, HERIY,
BRATUT, SRR Ue, ToRTd 3R IR YRl & HXH Fat qMiHa A |
9 IHfd A 395y gRI a9 S itid 3 & foru ... (caaum)

3iehe HElad, 39 YHY HERTY & HBT Hal ¢d= Sl BSUdH,
Ud. 8. PARWMHL, TeR a1 Wex, Ud1 Wig, fasig =urHt, gt
MY, FHATY, T Rig AR 3R I 7= off, 3 HiY Ht
g giHfd § IS o | ... (3YM) 9P Y 7@ A |...(STIYH) T8
gfafdd 9, afea difcndag 9 | ... (gaum)

AT e : AMHY J&d 319 HAT St Bl MSS Ad BT |
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ot STd ITTATRT SIERTA ; dHfST BRI & TIRT HHATY S +Y
Y |...(TIYM)

AT AE : A Jad, Wi |

ot Ia TR SIERTG: 39 I A 7% gRT a9 3pivd
B b T TR Bt AaeTe! 3R 39D Hiadl R Ufday ol
JUE &l WY g &1 37 g {1 7 R 31 |

3T & 1Y Wl & Jo g & o wies fafie S ufase
B! BIFl b 1Y Sl &t W e &t | o7 & 89 99 9Fd §
foh HRIMT Yhe & HRUN [dY BT TR IR fdpd UHE TSI g |
YRA &1 gaqH R DT 7d gU, H I8 THIHT Sesl § 1o $iY &
o aaam Sifdes U 31 JeTar &7 & &mdr § | SHifa, faHl @
3T TG W &1 higd Hd gU 39 &F H deabld (o=l &l d¢1dT g
& foTu Tep U1 a1dTeR0l §9H P Maxgdwdl A, S 89 3% e
IS @1 FG1aT ¢ 3R 1Y 8§ BRI 9T & U DI g P | T
fada® # ug Iifad foear T g fb g AR gRT SgRId i
T B 3ATYfd 1 had HR aRUfaal & Weie foar S,
oY ggoid URRUT 5, 3bTat &, STURU g4 9fG & 3R TR
UThfae 3MUST g | TP SATal Wi fafde aHt TS off Tobd! §, ST
giichedr &b TGl B! BIHA 100 THC St &, TN BT DI, ol
1 IR €, I9B! BIHA 50 UHc Fedl & | Tg PIHdl BT BT
fU®d 12 g8 &1 ®IFd a1 {UDd 5 91d &I Red didd, 344 9 o
HH B, 3T W YR Bt | T8 Wi faifiic MRRR a1 d o+ H IS
A=l TR AN 81 811t | Il T BT Ig 3R YR B arell
DI Jeh! RITMUC & deb AN el 81T | TRIUICR & HIHA H 3R
P U THRIUIC BT TSR ¢ dl 39 TaUIC g dIdl ¥l R Tidh
AT AN et g |
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3 HgIey, Wld [elfHe &1 HT gl Xg+ b BHRUJ ST UIC]
AT W, g F16iR H WYyl §¢ih 3R Y1 WG BT aTH de
| 39 DRI fha™ ol IYDH AT DT Ifed Hed {Hel T | AR o I8
A HedqUi g fob Y UaeT & HRUI 3% 39 &7 § s THMH
R 9% 1 o Tl &1 31U+ IdTG ol Ifad Jed Ui gl
B 3R D1 31T Fg- | Jgradl g |

T g8 g1 I18dT § [ 39 [A99® GRT YR WHR S DI 130
PRIS ST BT AR 91 P! Th ANy Ugd R Wl § | T§
fadae oW &7 ot Tl MYfd YW dF Bl Aolgd HA | 39
fadge® I 7 R foram, sfew Tl ITHiadr 3R a%er & forg T
ThRIHD AIdIaRU &7 Faior g, o 3w fAfdd =g 3 ek
& |

3= fave uRIRYTal § S W=l & Jod § YR FU
gfa gITt, dd 1 304 IR WKidh J WIEH doR H AT Jed Hafd
P hd g, g IuHigdei o! bt +ft HF &1 IHAT T HATUS |

1 & 1Y, O IR B IGDHdrsdl Pl &4 H I¥d gu
THUIE 3R IS ! FRifAd forar S gopar | i foifiie & I
¥ WPR 7 o G R Fuie [y o § 39¥ 3wl o
FHRIAD AT 97t 3R Y Y s¢rar fram, SrgeT day AR ST &
forarT 3R IuHtaarati &l gh |

e HRIed, H 3MUd AIH ¥ I JdT d1edl g [ PRI
MR &f IR & Il & ol § SRIYRY gla 89 &1
grTe At | 3R H IrdaTd UHIfad 819 & SRUT Y &F P I
99 R Ufdepd UHTd TS FahdT U, e gRomd <21 & fhari 3R
IUHIES Bl -1 uSdl |
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fob] HRd TRHR = THT g1 g1 faar | gy w2 R Al oft &
99 ¥ URd WPR 9 TYM Tl TRIT HedTul 3 FioiHT AR B,
forgd dgd o W T 3l IS I 3D A B Gud T ol
faavur oo a1, aRUMasT 39 &7 9§ S8 Wi 99 R Bis
AHRIAD YR 81 §31T | T8I 8! 39 oid H fhaHl I 98d do!
1P| KRG Gl P A RER I RIEE

7 foRy =0 @ nymEA ft R Jidt St & DI Bl T §R
fihR IR HATAIRATE | HIGl St & Add H o U fhaml & 31y
DI G B BT Ahed § | Y Jbed Yo ol [0 H I8 [999® T
HedyUl ®ed & | H uD! fayr feamr argdn g f& 9 sifs gaa
o ot faun & died BR ded Bl b5 fag AFG Al TWHR
AT I A M B & U Hleas g |

e Agied, ¥ MU fomial oxar § fob 59 fadge &1 U foear
Vi[{ |

Y. T I el Heley, WAt Sft 3 S 9 oo, H S99 Iqy e
g | H U il 31! TG feal1 argal g o fegwa™ & g 3R arad
@I USIOR 9t & | A smuet g +ff ae v usw & sard
e Hi st g 1 v 1951 # 360 fafera sRa oft, st S
1.30 fofera= & g U O g RIS § | MU ST SSf ST &l
R & ol eH I3 1T |

T 3O YT H §Ie § | 894 <l [ PIldS & HRUI HS AN
AR §9 4, I9H! fhd-l 9T g5, 396! IH & [T $& Ta!
foelT, TRHR A A1Sdc dak & IR T $@ ol (b1 | (AR &Fd S,
PS ol bl 7T | AT IR H SITd-SiTd TR 7T | g 39 <61 I |
..(CFaYM) | H I e H @A HR I |
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qy 1955 T THR™IT HHISICIS Tae YT, 3H kg HeHCYT gU |
difch S9H Ugdl IR HSHT dHRdh 31U WK1 T B STUGRH R I8
% | g3 U HaTd Aq9Ted GFd ¥ UBl § | $Y HeRIY ¥ 3, 3
WﬁWﬁWﬁ% | G{TGWQ%% fb any action on imposing

stock limit may be issued under this Act only when there 1s 100 per cent

increase in the retail price of horticultural produce. HEIRRIY qed dol

TS P IAGH o, AP IUHT $& ¢ | 3O Al GRY<C I
P & U S, I8 P IR R a1 | |1 <o BeTdg 39
qHY 394 THAd 81 T8 U2 WIS B U &1 THET 8% I1d gidl & |
Ig IR FAISIEN B, 30 39 TR H T I fam @ wRie
FAPAC BT & Ugd PN aFI-d! I H-Hae fhal, U= I
HIdC el [BaT | T8 3MMUPT U W BT & | 39 ST I I
STET HERTY & fohu, Sgt ¥ 31T 3Td 8, I8 B BT Filfds HIRS
31 TS e Bl &M H =gl T |

3T G e BT Al & o & fSdieH T8t AR | srerarss
f&ditoT AT SR YT 9T 96ie 817 | U e H @& IR § |
g8 didbad g, fodior AFHT T-7 PR € | Siga giodr St 3
RIeet R g3l A ol Iobd | § TH FRIETE |

AT S : A T, 310 T B! 4Hd! A ¢ fob o
IECISERIRIGUIE

ut. T ¥9: ey, I8 3ifeny s Yoiuiad! & uef § g, Ramdy
3R 3Tt YU &Y IR BT RAT & g &1 Hihl o o fore v fvar 8

W1 3eed: 3d H Ul TRTd 0 gRT U Fifaid Thed B qHT
& JHE HdGH & iU Tadl g |

U%RTG’%:
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“fob g THT IFUFd GRT 5 S, 2020 DT LA MaLH g
(TRNYT) TG, 2020 (2020 BT JACY THDH 8) Bl
ARG PRt g 17

U1d 3{&didhd g3 |

A 3Tel: U4 I8 B

P IaRge avq UM, 1955 H AR M FA d
fagae R foar fear s |

U Td Sdidhd g3 |

AT ATe: 3§ gHT f[aeae R TWeaR faaR &t |

Clause 2 Amendment of Section 3

I eded: WY, TTd I Sff, 37 319 J=ne Te 1 9 3 Ud
BT A6 62

PROF. SAUGATA ROY: Yes Sir. I beg to move:
Page 1, line 11,--
after “extraordinary Price rise.”

insert  “,pandemic due to spread of communicable

diseases”. (1)

Page 2, line 6, --
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for “fifty per cent.”

substitute  “hundred per cent.”. (2)

Page 2, for lines 8 and 9, --

substitute “Over the price prevailing immediately
preceding twenty-four months, or average retail

price of last eight years, whichever 1s lower”.

3)

A 3eed: 3fd H U1 TH1d I8 gRI TS 2 H Udd A=Y 96T 1
Y 3 I U b JH& HdeH & [T Adl g |

YN TS & foIu IW 70 a1 3Rdiepd 8T |

AT femed: ot 3refiR IoM ey, Fm 39 U=Me T 4 3R 5
TR d AT I8 |7

oft 3refiv IO TreRY: A sreme, T TR AT 5 B gl U

B I8 dl §, T 98 Sl TRIEC! §, 3P dR H DR &I i
=1 91T |

I beg to move:

Page 2, omit lines 10 to 13. (5)
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AT 3remed: 3@ H ot 31efiR 394 I1es gR1 WS 2 H udd I2ned
T 5 ! YHT & GHE HAGH & [T 3@ § |

RN A o oIT 1 74T U1 3iehd g3l |

AT 38 It T, UHa=-, 1 37T JRMEH &1 6 H 9 Udd

ST AIRd 22

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): I beg to move:
Page 1, line 12, --
after “calamity of grave nature”
insert “,disaster, or under any other circumstances the
Central Government or State Government deem
Fit”. (6)
Page 2, line 4, --
for “hundred”.

substitute  “forty”. (7)

Page 2, line 6, --
for “fifty”.
substitute  “twenty”. (8)

Page 2, line 10, --

19

omit not”. 9)
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Sir, I did not get an opportunity to speak on the Bill. I strongly
oppose the Bill and fully support the Statutory Resolution. The main aim
of this Bill is to attract private investment in agricultural marketing and
infrastructure and to increase the competitiveness and to enhance the

farmers’ income.

My only question to the hon. Minister is whether the aims and
objects stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons are being
fulfilled and whether he is able to achieve them. The farmers are not
being benefited. The only beneficiary of this legislation is the multi-
national retailers or the big corporates. The aim stated in the Bill is to
enhance the income of the farmers during the times of this COVID-19
pandemic situation. It is quite unfortunate. As per the original Act of
19535, it is a protective measure for the customers as well as the farmers.
As per the original Act, it is gainful for the customers as well as the
farmers. Both have benefited by the Act of 1955. But unfortunately you
are taking away that regulation. Supply of goods regulation as well as

the stock regulation are being taken away.

Now you are saying that if you are having 100 per cent price
increase for the horticultural products for the last 12 months, then only it

will be reviewed and it is 60 per cent in the case of perishable goods.

In my amendments, [ am saying that let it be reduced to 40 per cent

and 50 per cent.

[ would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to another
very important point. It is regarding the explanation given to the

expression ‘“value chain participant”. It i1s being stated that the
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distributor will also come within the purview of the “value chain
participant”. That means, all the retailers, including Adani, Reliance, etc.
will come within the purview of “value chain participant”. That is why I

am saying that this is beneficial to these corporate retailers.

Therefore, I oppose the Bill and move the amendments.

AT 3remed: 3F | R T, U< gRI 9 2 § URdd Jened
T 6 H 9 Dl JHT o JHE HAGH & ol I@dT € |

LMY TG o ol T 7T qUT 3¥didhd gu |
HEAT iege: 4t <l U, gurgH, IURRd 181 |
oY Seft S, T MY TMe= T-AT 11 UK BT I8 82

SHRI BENNY BEHANAN(CHALAKUDY): Yes Sir.
I beg to move:
Page 1, line 12, --
after “grave nature”

insert “and pandemic”. (11)

AT 3reged: 3id § of 991 98- gR1 WS 2 H Ugd I=Me= S
11 | GHT o JHE FdaM o [ QAT g |

RN TdaH & folu 381 1 9T 3Rdldhd g3l |

A 3fede: ot 9ot 984, 371 3179 YLMYF T=AT 12 3R 13 Tdd
BT A8 82

SHRI BENNY BEHANAN: Sir, [ beg to move:
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Page 2, line 4,-

for “hundred per cent.”
substitute  “fifty per cent.”. (12)
Page 2, line 6,-

for “fifty per cent.”

substitute  “twenty-five per cent.”. (13)

A 3eged: 3 H off o9t 984 gR1 TS 2 § Udd I=Ne= T8
12 3R 13 T YT & GHE AAGH & [ TG § |

=M HdGH & o1U I U qUT 3didhd gU_|

AT feded: ot 9t 984, 371 3179 YLy T=AT 14 3R 15 Udd

ST IIEd 22

SHRI BENNY BEHANAN: Sir, [ beg to move:
Page 2, line 8,-
for “twelve months.”
substitute  “nine months”. (14)
Page 2, line 9,-

for “five years”
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substitute  “two years”. (15)

A eged: 3 H o o 981 gR1 TS 2 H Udd S=Ie= T
14 3R 15 DI U & JHE AdGH o [T IQAT § |

=M Ade & foIu T U quT 3didd §U |
AT e UY I8 o
fop Wg 2 [AegPH BT 3T a4 |7

U1 Sdihd g3 |
T3 2 A | s f&an T |
Ws 3 f9da® A s fear T |
W 1, AT I 3R [a8ue &1 X1 9 [A9a® A ol
feu T |

ot TFd IGHTRT SIGRIG: AT Heled, HH-I1g &l = o fid
ad B g, 37 g §1d} ! fa8gs FTd THT &= § AT TS |

H UdTd RATE:

“f& A uifva fear oo |~
T 3ee: U U8 &
I fagrge aifvd faar e |~

U Td Sdidhd g3 |
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AT TG : U DI BIAATS! §UIR, T 16 RHdwR, 2020 P
o &l T o forg R ST Sl § |

19.52 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fifteen of the Clock on Wednesday,
September 16, 2020/Bhadrapada 25, 1942 (Saka)

* The Report was presented to Hon'ble Speaker (17th Lok Sabha) on 23rd April, 2020 under Direction
71 A of the Directions by the Speaker, Lok Sabha when the House was not in Session and the Speaker
was pleased to order the printing, publication and circulation of the Report under Rule 280 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.

$ The Report was presented to Hon'ble Speaker (17th Lok Sabha) on 31st July, 2020 under Direction
71 A of the Directions by the Speaker, Lok Sabha when the House was not in Session and the Speaker
was pleased to order the printing, publication and circulation of the Report under Rule 280 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.

* Laid on the Table and also placed in Library, See No. LT -2508/17/20.

** Not recorded.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Marathi.
* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Nepali.
#* Not recorded.

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil.
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* Not recorded.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Tamil.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Punjabi.
* Treated as laid on the Table.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Marathi.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Marathi.

* English translation of the speech originally delivered in Punjabi.

* o * English translation of this part of the speech originally delivered in Punjabi.
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