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Seventeenth Loksabha

>

Title: Request for immediate restoration and renovation of the Coast cannal of Bhadrak.

SHRIMATI MANJULATA MANDAL (BHADRAK): Hon. Speaker, Sir, through you, I
would like to draw the kind attention of the hon. Minister of Shipping and Waterways,
Government of India, to this matter.

Sir, as it is known that there is a Coast Canal of 126 kilometres from Mankunda of
Bhograi to Charbatia-Basudevpur-Chandbali of Bhadrak. Major portion of the coast canal
comes under my parliamentary constituency of Bhadrak. This canal was constructed during
the British period. It was considered as the lifeline of erstwhile Balasore District. It was
mainly used for irrigation and maritime trade. It was said that due to flourishing maritime
trade on this water route, several industrial units had developed along the banks of the canal

earlier.

However, after Independence, trade on this route lost its relevance. Now, this coast
canal i1s defunct. If it is renovated and becomes functional, it will be helpful to promote
waterways and river-linking facilities and along with the same, drought-like situation could
be avoided in the coastal parts of Odisha. Its renovation will be immensely helpful for

farmers and unemployed youths of Odisha.

[ would like to request the hon. Minister to intervene in the matter by inviting experts

for immediate restoration and renovation of the Coast Canal at the earliest.
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