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Seventeenth Loksabha

an=

Title: Further discussion on the situation in Ukraine raised by Shri N. K. Premachandran on 5
April 2022 (Discussion Concluded).

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR
Hon. Speaker, Sir, I first of all thank all the hon. Members for their views, concerns ar
sentiments about the ongoing situation in Ukraine. Yesterday, twenty-eight Members spoke on th
subject, I listened to all of them with great attention, and all of them made some points

relevance and consideration.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we strive to ensure that foreign policy is a subject of maximum consenst
in the country. Certainly, that should be the case with a subject as important as Ukraine, and I w:
glad to see yesterday that was the case. I was also very pleased that four Ministers spoke on th
matter because these Ministers went to the neighbouring countries, they participated in tt
evacuation operations, and they brought a ground perspective which was very important for tl

House to listen.

Hon. Members would all agree that India’s approach should be guided by our nation
beliefs and values, by our national interest, and by our national strategy. Let me dwell on each «
these aspects before addressing some of the specific issues that were brought up by hon. Membe

yesterday.

What is India advocating in Ukraine? We are, first and foremost, strongly against tl
conflict. We believe that no solution can be arrived at by shedding blood, and at the cost
innocent lives. In this day and age, dialogue and diplomacy are the right answers to any disput
And one should bear in mind that the contemporary global order has been built on the UN Charte

on respect for international law, and for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states.

If India has chosen a side, it is the side of peace, and it is for an immediate end to violenc
This is our principled stand, and it has consistently guided our position in international forums ar
debates including in the United Nations.

Sir, many hon. Members brought up the incident, the happenings in Bucha, and I want "

say that we are deeply disturbed by the reports. We strongly condemn the killings which hay
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taken place there. This is an extremely serious matter, and we support the call for an independe

investigation.

Sir, the conflict in Ukraine has had significant consequences for the global economy and f:
our national economy. Like all countries, we too are assessing the implications, and deciding wh
is best for our national interest. Members are aware that in a complex and globalised world eve
nation takes into account the reality of interdependence. Therefore, even as they express the
position in words and deeds, they also adopt policies that safeguard the wellbeing of the
population. As a result, we have seen, even in Europe, that energy flows continue despite tensio
Similarly, a conscious effort was made to insulate the fertiliser market from volatility. There a
numerous other measures and different domains including financial and payment carve outs. Eve
non-essential goods that have salience for individual economies have been factored in ti

equation.

So, what should India do in these circumstances? At a time when energy costs have spike
clearly, we need to ensure that the common person in India is not subject to an additional ar
unavoidable burden. Similarly, fertilizer prices have a direct implication for the livelihood of tt
majority of our population, and indeed for food prices, for all of us. Even the security of tl
nation is at stake as we maintain our defence posture in the manner that the current securi
challenges warrant. All these are legitimate pursuits of national interest by India. They a
similar to what other nations are doing from their particular perspective. Attributing a politic
colouring to it is uncalled for; it is unfair. I do not even wish to get into which country is doir

how much. Eventually, the numbers will speak for themselves.

Additionally, there was a natural concern for our citizens, especially our students who we
trapped in conflict zones. The House will recall that I had made a suo moto statement on th
subject. But some comments were made yesterday about ‘Operation Ganga’. I would like

respond to that a little later.

Keeping these factors in mind, what should be our national strategy? The Governme
believes that it should have four elements. One, in terms of diplomacy, India continues to pre:
forcefully for an immediate cessation of hostilities and an end to violence. We encourage tall
between Ukraine and Russia including at the level of their Presidents. The Prime Minister himse
has spoken to them both in this regard.

This was precisely the message that was conveyed to Russian Foreign Minister Serge
Lavrov when he was in Delhi. If India can be of any assistance in this matter, we will be glad
contribute.

about:blank 2113



9/12/22, 10:40 AM about:blank
Two, the ground situation calls for urgent humanitarian relief. We have already provided ¢
tonnes of relief material. [ was glad to see that many hon. Members yesterday noted it ar
appreciated it. We did it even while we were in the middle of an evacuation. So, I think, that als
is a factor that should be recognised. Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko calle
me a few days ago to request for supply of more medicines. The House will be glad to know th
this is underway and delivery should start very soon.

Three, we will work with the international community and partner countries to mitigate tt
economic hardships that are resulting from this conflict. Obviously, our focus is to soften 1
impact on our own economy. But equally, there are partners who are going through very toug
times. Coordinating on lowering energy prices is one collective initiative. In the case of
neighbour like Sri Lanka, we are even supplying fuel and food on credit. Food security is anoth
major concern. India has been approached for the supply of wheat and sugar by many countri
and we are responding positively. The House will be glad to know that whether it is basmati ric
non-basmati rice, sugar, wheat, our exports in the last quarter have gone up very, ve
substantially. We have delivered for the world in terms of vaccines. We did it earlier fi
medicines. So, I would like to assure the House, through you, that we will also step forwa
where global demands for food grains and other materials are concerned, and we will do it in
manner that is helpful to the global economy, which will not take undue advantage of countries
distress.

Four, there are cases, there are issues like the supply of edible oil. Some Members referre
to it yesterday because we import sunflower oil in very large quantity from Ukraine, or fertilize

that I spoke about.

Now, our commercial diplomacy has to find additional sources to address this disruptio
There could be more such examples in the days to come. I would like to apprise this Hous
through you, that whether it is the supply of lentils, edible oils, or the requirement of raw materia
for fertilisers, we are really looking today in different ways at global markets, from Mercosur
Kazakhstan, Tanzania, Australia, and Canada, to see how we can lighten the burden for ti

common people in India as a result of this crisis.

Let me say that overall, therefore, India’s approach will be to promote dialogue, to end tl
conflict, and to mitigate economic distress for itself and for the world, and to work with i
partners to these ends. I can also say that many other nations which have engaged us recently,
the level of the hon. Prime Minister and at my level, with other hon. Ministers, share such a viey
Many of them are glad to work with us and many of them are pleased that we have taken the le:

on many of these issues.
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AT e HEIey, H MU A1eH I 39 Yo ol IR T & TR H g1 A16
g P 3T R HTH! [GRAR I =91 g3 | I8 31 © b TART URTIET, AR oY YT 8, 39 ¢
g o 9H | 3HIiY g3 9gd QRN 8% b St IR 131 981 7Y, fS1a1 981 STakae I g 8-l
el T, d el Had o FH- &idd UTu|

‘SHIRTAE T & SR H, § U UHR Y TS BT 918l § 1 SHRT Jad gk
ZAHUIH UHT YT fh §AR Whd T TS 9 [t 4% A SAHURE Tl fhar| gaR S 20 &
AR 31T 3R ST GA¥ &= & ANR®, ! 89 HRd 199 AN | 98 HTH fhd! 3R =
e a1 & og ot Hg waha § % a1l fagwr ol oFRl St s a1 8, o S e wea o
U ISR T3t S| I61H 42 98d 714 4 Hal fb H U+ S & AN ¥ HR g & TebT-
| fohR I 2 U o 3 foha= @ 3MMT2 3 83 81 71T, S #+ &el fob g9 3MU
AR ¥ WX 90 W= AT | g §1d g fh S 91t <R ], d SHART ITeR0I R, U g
BH 370! NITed BRd &1 39! T & fb HRd PR T@T R, o gARY 3R I 1 T 3o X
Sy

o TSAgeR] $! 91d g3 | I8 WIHId® g fob T IR & ol U8 g b 3110 S
1 T 18T 1 a1 3MUD! fHat 3R s J HAT1 IMT UT AT 3P Vsal b TN H B HH 3
TS| T §T3Y DI O ITEdI § [ SR §HRI USAZOR] BT YHTd & ol aial a1 ARl 346
Hifvggedt 981 od, @ 8HAR IR §YIR ANNSG HifGade & Ugd &l Hba? d gyifert A
i ITH! U T 3T fob TSATZOR! 1 T Hewd 8T &1 BH 82 el USAIZwRI 397
HRd g | 99 fordT Ht IoIgarary &t TSarseR! & fob S AM-TARId A §, d oX B Siea
TR 19 Tt ST, o AT S9! A & |

B39 &1 U8 Uz i Ta a1 o4t Y 7, ug + Trifaes 1 3 g9 Y 7 i
RIS 8, Th o | 81 94 Sy U1 Ofd Pl 20 UId &1 ¥Lac g, dl 39b 1 H &F
gl g?

TS Ty Ugd gAaRict  Uzd §, 3U7 Il ¥ UBd §, Sl I ac USargory aid |
Hledey BId 8, 399 UBd g 3 fafaeH ¥ Sud 8§, oUW Ugd §1 3! I T T f
3R d I THI oh BISH HRA Tl SITL, o T 31! T S¥ed gl SITu, WRId |
ST SR ! JHaH Uge|

Tg WIferT 3HfeN g3 Fife sgd IR gRaRic 3 39 9y idrg-dIeel a4 J ¢
AHR PR 11 ISERU & IR R T MUY g Tohdl ¢ (& $id 8§ Ue gHarict ff, 37
Fel [ g dl A1 AI€ IR Hac ol ol ®R Ubd | STl ®I U gfAaRic! A Hel fh g
25 TRAX! AP ol AR B AU ¢ Tohd ¢ | WRDIG § off IfHaRic! off, 3@ Ieigara
B Hdl 81, 381+ dgf fodl B ver +f, dfes1 3 o firem & o € 9aR 767 91 gt 3
faffera & & ok gfRaRicts o, ogi guR faeneif wrw! dea 4 31 9 o8 I3 o f g9 &1
Y 1G] $© B0l & foT Id1 Udhd g, s SARI I & b 31U F ST1edl, I8 Sa-1 Hikg
=gl g
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& U Her A g arg it feam, 33 g Raidy 1ff feddl i w9 st m ot &
e I 109 o o 381 3 | & I THT A’ 1 33 38T 1, R A7 30 fie T IR 3R =
foa o goh &) TR I 9T T H8 Ia! A2 Iob1 BT MBR 3T X 3R §AR LS
Sl 35l & S H A, 379 og ! A fF 3 0 7 81, sTD! 89 T oY1 3iaRaii
fRfeiT St oY, 321 gUR AN &1, 8UR TSy & Joid U 6w I gfaer # 31 &
3R ST IR TR 1T Gebl DISHR 3T 3R TTeT 18,000 AT = Hel fob gH 3{ft 3P o
g 3R &Wd & o gTaTd Taqd farsd 8 ar gl |

& H e o S G 38T U1, BRI & 1¢ Hel (b qadh! (e gy AT a7 gHe
UY $oR el H AT AT AT fh Wa SR & AR v SIE, I8 G el & fob TSed ©
Sl AT SYC 8, 98 39U®! UgaHdl el &1 3R 8H JI9d UIES & T1Y IS &, 3R g4 Tac
D AARIE T & U &, df 84 g8 gfaur f Tug Tnfeu Sifme 1 & IR § &d Uk
i gg Wt ==l .. (FaUH)

gt 3refR Yo e (@EHYR): el ISTH A B 82 ... (SYIUM)

ST. GTUIH SaRIPR : 3R 3o/ Sft, T8 TTaalt 7at At ... (@aT) gat 3maapt Hefere g f
3TY T ged g ... (SAIUT) &HT DI TR W ... (FIYUM)

SHRI ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY: You are passing the buck on to the students. .
(Interruptions) ¥ ST UB LT E| ... (STIUT)

ST, JARIUIH SURIBR : TR HeIed, T8 1% ¢ foh T Rguer & 22,000 T Hafdear
U vl 81 @ gbd | ... (TdYU™)

g ot & =l g3 foh TR 7 # 7 $© WA Y12 37 98 Ugd ald 399Uy
TRTM ST T I1 390 $3 3@ 47 MR & Wier oka dl. &. g ot 7 &g
Sissifdeactt ®el fh 83 SITRA U o ¥ Tt 81T o | Pel I §, Bl el o, Hal
2, pel T8 ¢ 1 Bl Rguey oo 3R g

B! GA- Il &1 SWHTT BT 3, Hal RIaerdd - TR $f8a1 &1 SaaTa T
TIRIE T & 9R H T I8 S 3R H 45 Tl & YT I $g a1 § b off RiguzF, <
AT SHTRRE T H Y, 3T I 39 RgusE & g9, 39 9 § 3a+ ANRSD! &l & =
fAepTet|

13.00 hrs

3{ees Sff, 98 91 H Oy & 1Y &8 Tdhal § 3R 398 o1 g o, a8 off saman
3! TS B b g9 9 2015 H TRYA g THT & I UT| I JHI FHA H ASTS |
Tl 11 g™ T2t St A T3¢} 3RE b ST Bl BIH Hdb g [aRTH HRAT dlids gHR WA d
SR BHAR AR &1 a9 @1 G | Afch 39 THT d918 oRT At 3R g favTH HRar1 58
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HiYed U1, Afp 3id H 31 WeRl | Y favm g3 d1fds 89 319a @l &) a8l § Aepra 9 | g
R O TR T TR U1, Had gf WeRl W §3HT 3R T1h! e TSTs ad et At a8l & AFN
WY oW I Fepad & 9d@R | U 9d ATIRIE TP I 8T U, 96 B9 30 IR Geb
AR W ob H STeR b T &1 T HR 35 3| 39 IR I gorl Wrid ot fas oren
AT STt BT 3H TR SRR T UM H off A W98 B fhar 3R died o &1 &t | &l 51
gR faendf agd §t (e I 9 Y ¥, a8t g faRm R arfe gaR an a8t ¥ Aed unt
& Th AT 9 A HgT fh IATRM & HAGaRH & HRUT AU $S diol ol il H e
&1 gg i are faarn argdr § fo gdaRm S & &g o gy w3t St faodd arow 3y of
e ¥ 910 HRb HIfET P a7 STRGCd! guRag (6Tl Ig H 3! & o @1 et
gebd T T e THI 3R WRSIG ¥, T8 BT §gd TR§ J| @RI H AT 8 Tt o 3
310 S § fob AR Ueb faemedf o 7 &1 gog 81 15 | il 1 gobe1 3R IRmar & o Bral
g1 38! Ut | TR A Yaxd A YD1 fob Uem W3t & o1 SR &1 UHTd Udl el 1 o1 J &
g1 bl § b T I Y FIR T oI, 9d I614 WRDIG o [a99 IR gfa g & 914 g
Haal 61T 3R Hel fos gaR faemlf SR # B, wife wReta § B gl 38t g1 39 a1l
& HRUI gH a1 J9Y idT & gAR IS WRSD I BIed T B S, ol b IRE=
garr f afe 39 I SATg SME, df 98l BRI ol gt G & @Al & Farad a9
WA g8 3R Tk grg o) faendf a9 & 96 ot U 3 8k 80 e arat & o wraf fr
YEIR

Ty T Sff A G Oolis < 9 §1d 1| gfds GHI 6 &8 e A fb Bl g qur @
BT ® 3R AT ol T o 51 T A 39 JHT a% 3ATT U1 B 1 5Tt & § Brafa
B | g eb1 F Tl i, Uica= I ot TU1 ¥S e B Ut 1Y & 7U| JHT 1 FARIT
T g3 | e g8 el T b Tt 1 i Te! A2 $ eR A ofgl g9 e & iU &
&3 T8l UTT 1 g1 g8l 81 A1 Tl feh Iser 7 g1t @ S9N Bl IHY de TS
ISy H T8 | IS Uiy SrSk ® gHR 9gd IR N Y T, A1 g9 TR &1 Bl a1gel, U8
3Teft TR B R AR 1 Tt ditdta | 77T, S uffd gep A 8| difds d §iex & AolgId |
IR GohT & 3R T L3 1 Tgradl IR UL, Fifch THRT ¢IH b1 B a8 W1 | 4
Oy TMER oY WRSIE a1 JH! | Sff AN B §U 2, 981 8- ANl & A1y HUdh §1HR 34
3h! BIa &1 Ggraal & 9 H & UiSl-4t 7af g8 ot & T Sew ¥ tfse 981 a1 ame
g, Fifer I S Al 3, ISP fIe IR UM Ueg 81 781 & | T8 T @ fob QTR @, S @
9 Add, 9 ¢l 0 Rl | Tre ¢ g4t gt T, Hifs g9 @l A gobel TRPR TR Gl
STl 3R &1 fb GAR ¢S cd d81 W 8, 3fd: S1d b d 981 ¥ T aRg ¥ Hebd 9 99, a9 o
319 ¢ AT Xg | $B AN A AT Y I l, $S ANl A Hicaes! ¥ Jud b Ul $& ar
& forT g9 @R A 51 1 ogawT i |

W, 3 *ATRRA T QR 31 DT & AR TAR TS cH a0y 31 b o | T Al o f

39 gAY g4 Wi A1fet & g1 il = 91y firaes o fean, 9 fan & aman § & g9
5% g9 H 81 g od Ht IS ST A4 §, TR 3R A8’ & AT Tebe AT 8,
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g1 It o wp WRuRT § 136 &9 S 4t 33U 3R #3d €, SUP! sl Bl 81 8
a5l A off ¥ha1 1T, 98 58 HRad ¢ | g4 I8 T IifU fob I8 TR TP Teh Falfae
The YT| g FHallaed The bad RBR J1 HATAT] 1 el U, dfcd sUH sfed- HRgHT ¢
S 8t | b1 9 39D TSI M A §HR BT o4l ¢ | S+ gARI 9gd Ggradl &1
oy A Wt Ueradr &t | g6 30 off ST 91feT foh 9gd IR gecy off a8l ¥ fHwd, 39
o 4 H fohdT 3R T Ige ey & Hag &

W, 71 78 Y 3T {6 U 59 811 WR I MUy H fSU1s &A1 Ul S o9 Sewm of
P TH| FSCH - B! e GTAT ITiA guR ARl &l ofTg &1 9 o g8 S
qeU| Hd g a1d 3ol [ (A BT Ad T U2 Pobd &4 adl Gt TSl =0 & By
e @1 & gielt quT ugd A € ST §1 Sfe U8 BIsfeT T gs, of §7 U 91 3
4f ugat ¥ & R 4, 4 I Rewfe +ft a1 & ag g 6 3R gaR ffaed =gt o
a1 8 3 WBRI U 39 dad BT 3T el [Herdl| 98 JgradT d g1 &d, Fifb 3! 3T
FHiers A, P! 3O yaiRerst Of | 39 dred H IHwr At 9U1 9% RS Hf Jhe | 2
T g% 9% dedl § [ AR fAfFed 3 -1 1% Ggradl &1 39d S I AR HIH ST
71 3 39 GHY 8139 B 781 §, Afe T 3! U1 BT I8l &, Fifh g Ta-He & 3
fagfie § fh SR e HaTeg R HTh! TS 31 WY df a1! ey fSurdded uiuey ©
o Rt & 1Y 98 S & 3R Teh A & TR §-1hR 9a T BT B & | 7 9! 3T
U HRAT g |

W, ST THE.T.  fohar, 39 R Hd d9gd ARl o oel, R # e Al aredl g1 3
s TR WeHe H g fob TTHIT 13 9IR I ey, 9 8OIR § Hed 3R s IR ANT & T
PHlcded I arey Y AIoI 37T A, TR I8 a1d i B o U8 §ART Fadd 81 g4 39 THg X
gsTl g9 T Y T, wirae 9 & fob Ut g9 iR ¥ 3iu, dfes 8ART S 39 99T ©
34 &, 39 Td U §H 3T dIRI B |

31d Sl ST 19 311U §, 39 aR | Hey = ffal Ube $1 81 I8 W 8, 89 fii
B! IMRTI 3R A BAR URGR & €, Y g7 a1 it v g1 f=id1 o=a, S 39 Aral-far s
TRIE e

mgIcd, H 139 &1 98 Y1 &1 91gdl § 1% geb Ta-Hce A 31 [o¢ Ig T Al

ferar %, Mr. Speaker, Sir, there will be relaxation for them in respect of completion of medic

education. There is an examination called ‘KROK-1’ for the third-year students going to tt
fourth year. That has been postponed to the next academic year and the students will be allowed

pass to the next academic year based on the completion of the standard requirements.

For sixth-year students, there 1s an examination called ‘KROK-2’. Normally, you have
pass KROK-2 to be awarded the degree. So, the Ukraine Government has taken this decision ar
we have pressed them in this matter because the larger number of foreign medical students
Ukraine are mainly from India. There are students from other countries also. So, on the basis «
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the results of the academic assessments, the students will be awarded the degrees without takir

part in KROK-2 examination.

Then the i1ssue was raised regarding the other students. What happens to them? S
obviously the Ministries concerned are also discussing this matter. From the Foreign Ministry
point of view, I can say that they are in touch with them. An hon. Member yesterday referred -

Hungary.... (Interruptions)

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Sir, I would like to inform the ho
Minister, as [ mentioned yesterday, I had met with the hon. Prime Minister last week and we had
discussion on this issue. During our talk, the ... # I would like to know the latest position in th

regard. ... *

DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR: Sir, | want to update that picture. Yes, there was ¢
offer from Hungary. In addition to Hungary, we have been in touch with Poland, Romania, Czec

Republic and Kazakhstan because they all have similar models of education.

There was also a question about education loan. All these students have taken educatic
loan. According to our figures, 1,319 students have outstanding loans. Hon. Finance Minister h:
informed this House a few days ago that the Government has asked the Indian Banks’ Associatic
to assess the impact of the conflict and initiate consultation in regard to the repayment of loans.

This is the information that [ wanted to share with the House. But some individual ho
Members mentioned about very specific points. I would like to reply to some of them. I cann
give reply to all of them because of time limit. I do not want the hon. Members to whom I will n
reply to think that I have not taken them seriously. I have taken everybody very seriously. But

think some points deserve a very specific reply.

I would like to begin with some observations made by Shri Premachandran ji. He contrastc
our advisories with those of western countries. Now, I would like the hon. Member to apprecia
that western countries had a political approach and a political agenda. Their advisories did n
have the same intent like ours, the welfare of the community concerned. They were also the pa
of a larger political game which they were playing. Again, I want to emphasise that in this cas

there was nobody else who has done the evacuation before we did the evacuation.

In fact, when fighting started, many countries — I do not want to take their names — actual
told their people, ‘Sorry, there 1s nothing we can do for you, you are there, you are stuck’. S
when we evacuated, again I want to say, we served as an inspiration. There are Foreign Ministe
who said, ‘We watched you’, and said, ‘We will also do something’. Yes, we brought back citizei

of 18 countries. For example, when we left Sumy, along with us, more non-Indian students can
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out and they came out because of a ceasefire that we had helped to achieve. So, I would say the

is no reason for us to be, in any way, excessively critical of what happened.

There was this 1ssue also that we gave priority to some areas and some cities. We looke
after all students. At that stage, in fact, frankly many of our hon. Members and even Sta
Governments approached us and it 1s natural. A State is worrying about the students of its State.
listened to them very openly. But I gave all of them the same answer. I said, ‘I have listened
you, but when I look at the students over there, those students do not tell me they are from or
particular State, the students are behaving like they are all Indians, they are showing a unity, the

are showing a collective ability, please do not disrupt us’.

Sir, 1n fact, we were also under pressure to run flights to different cities. We were aske
‘Can you bring them to a particular State?’ If we did this, it would have disrupted the sense «
togetherness which the students were showing out there. So, we took a decision that flights wou
come only to Delhi and Mumbai. But I would compliment every State Government. Every Sta
Government made excellent arrangements, everyone of them worked with us so that tl
movement of students from airport to their homes was very smooth, and I would like to use th

opportunity, Sir, to convey my appreciation of that.

Sir, Manish Tewariji made two observations which I would like to respond to. One was, |
said that friends have to be spoken to honestly. These may not have been his exact words, but,
think, this was his sentiment. I can assure him, Sir, through you, all our conversations wi
everybody on this matter has been very candid, has been very direct, and the positions that I state
in the House have been communicated with as much directness to all our partners. So, nobody h:

any doubt where we stand on this matter.

There 1s just one minor issue which I wanted to clarify to him, because he referred to ¢
exchange I had with the British counterpart. She was very careful. She, actually, told me, ‘W
recognise your sovereign right to take decisions’. The provocative question which was asked w:
asked by a member of the Press. It was not done by another Foreign Minister whether we a
buying huge amounts of oil or not. I have clarified to Brijendra Singhji about the impact of tl

Prime Minister’s conversation.

[ want to tell Dr. Sumathy that the view that no assistance was given to students is not rigk
Students took trains, students took buses. I accept, many students worked among themselve

worked with their student contractor. But we were guiding every student contractor.

In fact, another Member said, “What were you doing? You were only issuing advisories
Let me tell you, at that moment, it was our advisories which told people what to do, saying th

border is clear, this is where you should go etc. For example, Dr. Sumathy referred to a situatic
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where we told students to walk. We told students to walk because on that day, Sir, there was heay
firing on Kharkiv. There were hundreds of students who had gathered at the railway station. W
were really worried for them. We created a safe zone; the safe zone was 12 kilometres, and v

wanted the students to understand, ‘It is absolutely important, you move there’.

So, that is the reason why we said this. Again, I applaud what the students have done, ar
the courage and the endurance that they have shown. I think, we should all appreciate that.

Supriya-ji asked: ‘Did you speak to universities? If the universities did not advise properl
did you take it up?’ Yes, we did. We were very frustrated with some of the universities, I wou
also say that. But it is because we would keep talking that eventually, at least, the initial 4,0(

actually left.

There was one issue which Shrikant Shinde-ji raised a question about whether other peop
moved earlier than us. I would say, as regards evacuation, we were the first. If individual citize:
left, yes, many of them did. As I said, many of them left as part of a larger political plan that the
particular countries set. But the bulk of the students were there. They were not only from o
country. We saw students from Egypt, from Morocco, from Algeria, from our own neighbours
Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan. So, the bulk of the students were there. I think as Gen. V.1
Singh explained yesterday, the psychology of the people was: “No, no, no. This will pass. Let
talk to our friends.” Friends are saying: T I8} off TQT oY 319 | ST I8 812~ So, that was real

what the situation was. I think, we should really show understanding.

Let me, Sir, finally conclude with one common issue which all Members raised, which 1
‘worry about the world order’. What is this conflict? What does this mean? There is tl

relationship between countries. How is this moving?

[ want to say this, yes, the world order is changing. The world order has been changing fi
many years. That is why G-7 became G-20. The world order changed because of COVID-19.

Countries saw what happens when there 1s too much concentration of economic productic
in one geography, when there is not enough resilience and reliability in supply chains. The wor
order is changing because countries today worry about trust and transparency, they are worric
where 1s the data, which technology should they trust. The world order is changing because th
Afghanistan-like situation happened. So, we are left with a problem close to our homes, which v
are worrying about more than the countries which were there earlier. Now, the world order w:
change partly because of the consequences of this. But what is the solution to it? To my min
the solution is, we have to be stronger; we have to reduce our dependency on the external world.

can never be total. But the way to deal with the new world order is really ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat

about:blank 1013



9/12/22, 10:40 AM about:blank
and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is not just an economic policy, ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is a Bhare

which looks after its people, a Bharat which is capable of running ‘Operation Ganga’.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY (KOLKATA UTTAR): Hon. Minister, Sir, I raised o1
issue, and it i1s involving the Prime Minister of the country. I was carrying a letter of a Chi
Minister of a State. She placed some proposals for 350 odd students from West Bengal, ti
State to which I belong. What would be their future? So, she placed some proposals saying,
will absorb these students in my own State.” As an outcome, ... # [ am repeatedly mentionir
these words. And, it was a long discussion, not a one-minute or two-minute discussion. But wh

would be fate of these students, I want to know.

You are saying they would be sent to the adjacent countries like Czechoslovakia, Hungar
Romania. So, these are the places. We want more specific replies on what would be the fate «
these students. You are saying that Ukraine agreed. But what is the existence of the Ukrair
Government now? Are they under the control of the Soviet Russia/Russian Federation or are the
standing on their own feet? That is still uncertain. It is not clear from your observations made

your speech.

Let the House and the student community be assured that when and how these students a
going to be replaced in different parts of the world, either it is in the Eastern European side or it i
particularly, Hungary in a time-bound manner. What would be the time limit?

oft 3refiz o9 ARt . W, HA H AN A IR ARG BT UTHOT AT| TS THIR STARDHR S ¢
38l @I 91d T GIeXT I8 A1 BH MUY TS s &1 ST 31ed g | 3T SHd ¢ &b =9 |
e vgd fre & Yoy 3w gu 8 | Fate e @ 9 &1 Fdbiem &t IR} areg |
1 8, R W 8 4! 9 HRITR I¢ T 3| 39 81d § Tdd 3R SUY P Zola= § T 3R
ERT? 1 g1 AT fRaue § JTeR 3HTeR U 3R Fad & forg fefar R @ 82 1 would like

know whether this Government has been approached by other countries to mediate in the w.

between Ukraine and Russia in order to find out any convenient way so as to solve the isst
amicably.
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SHRI ARVIND SAWANT (MUMBAI SOUTH): Sir, the future of the students is blinking

unexpected light. What exactly i1s happening to the admissions of these students? You are givir
some relief. [ heartily appreciate the efforts taken by the MEA as well as the Government. Bt
as far as the future of the students is concerned, as there are some suggestions about that, tl
students still have apprehensions about it. It is because the parents are meeting us and askir
about the future of their children. The internship is of six years. You said that KROK-2 wi
begin, that is fine. But, what about the other students? What measures are we taking about that

I would like to have a specific answer about it.

DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR: Sir, broadly, there are two concerns, on¢ is on tl
future of the students. I completely understand that this is something which all hon. Members w:
worry about. I think, this is something which is between the Ministry of Education and oth
organisations dealing with medical education. They are seized of the matter. I only wanted
update the Members because, specifically, Sudip Bandyopadhyay ji, yesterday mentioned h
conversation with the Prime Minister and Hungary.

I wanted to point that in addition to Hungary — again, Hungary was the first one to offer ar
offered most generously — there were other offers as well which we are exploring. All o
embassies are at work and, obviously, our effort will be to see that our students are assisted :

much as possible.

Regarding Adhir Ranjan ji’s interest on the payment mechanism, I want to assure him th
our effort today is to stabilise economic transactions between India and Russia because it is ve
important for us. Russia is a very important partner in a variety of areas. I think, all ho
Members understand that. So, at the moment, there is an Inter-Ministerial Group which is led t
the Finance Ministry seeing how the payments issue can be best addressed. There are experienc
from the past which are relevant in this regard. But, I think, this is quite honestly an issue whe

the Finance Minister would, finally, have to take a call.

AT JeAe: A= 341 off 7 981 fasgd Sare faan o ddn § fo 59 I6R @ 4R
WBHR AR T I50 BRI A e = 39 TR g ST IHhadgdd T fobar adt i
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YT B! HRIaTE! Gl FoipR diY fire a6 & fore iffia ot St 8|
13.29 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Thirty Minutes past Fourteen of the Clock.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled at Thirty Five Minutes past Fourteen of the Clock.

(Dr. (Prof.) Kirit Premjibhai Solanki in the Chair)
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