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allowances to be paid to Members of 
Parliament is under consideration. 
Till any change is made the present 
allowances will continue. In any 
event there will be no difference 
between the allowances of Members 
of Council of Stâ ;es and the House of 
the People.
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F o r e ig n  A m b a s s a d o r s  in  I n d ia

[*28. Shri R. S. Tiwari: Will the
Prime Minister be pleased to state 
the number of foreign ambassadors 
in India?]

The Prime Minister (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehm): There are diplomatic re­
presentatives of forty-two countries in 
India, of which twenty-two hold charge 
of Embassies.
D e n ia l  o f  P a s s p o r t s  t o  U.S.S.R. \n d  

C h in a

♦29. Shri H. N. Mukerjee: (a) Will
the Prime Minister be pleased to state 
what is the number of Indian nationals 
who applied for passports, on invitation 
from cultural, trade union and other 

' organisations in the U.S.S.R. and the 
People’s Republic of China in 1951-52, 
and the number who were refused 
such passDorts?

(b) What are the reasons which led 
Government to deny passports to such 
applicants?

The Prime Minister (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehm): (a) As far as the Govern­
ment of India are aware, 115 persons 
applied for passport facilities- on invi­
tations received from cultural, trade 
union and other organizations in the 
U.S.S.R. and the People’s Republic of 
China during 1951-52. Twenty-four of 
these were refused passports.

(b) Passports were refused to these 
24 persons as Government did not 
think that the grant of passports to 
them would have been in the public 
interest.
R e f u s a l  t )f  V i s a s  t o  D e l e g a t e s  f r o m  

C h in a  a n d  U.S.S.R.

Shri. H. N. Mnkeijee: (a) WiU 
-Qife Prime Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact thaft delegates from 
the U.S.S.R. and from the People’s 
Republic of China to the AU-India 
Cmtural Conference and Festival for 
Peace held in Calcutta in the first week

of April 1952, were refused visas by 
the Government of India?

(b) If the answer to part (a) above 
be in the affirmative, what were the
reasons for such action?

The Prime Minister (Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru): (a) and (b). The Government 
of India decided that no visas should 
be issued to any foreigners to attend 
the conference. This rule was applied 
to all foreigners who applied for such 
visas. It might be added that in this 
case, as sometimes in others also, 
applications for visas are made at the 
very last moment when it becomes 
difficult to deal with them in the 
normal way.

C o m m u n i t y  P r o j e c t s

*31. Shri Bansal: (a) Will the Minis­
ter of Planning be pleased to state 
what are the criteria for selecting places 
for Community Projects?

,(b) Is it a fact that availability of 
Irrigation facilities, good soil and cli­
matic conditions are some of the im­
portant criteria?

(c) If the reply to part (b) above be 
in the affirmative, what steps are being 
taken to make their benefits available 
to areas which are agriculturally back­
ward on account of lack of irrigation 
facilities?

(d) Are there any other steps which 
are being contemplated by Government 
to bring succour to these regions?

The Minister of Planning and River 
Valley Schemes (Shri Nanda): (a) to
(c). Selection of sites for Community 
Projects was made on the basis of 
proposals received from State Govern­
ments who were requested to consider 
the suitability of the area, chiefly for 
increased agricultural production, 
availability of the necessary organisa­
tion and personnel of the right quality, 
the ability of the State Government to 
meet its share of expenditure, and the 
character of the development needs 
and programmes of a State. Due re­
gard has also been given to the needs 
of backward areas, scheduled tribes, 
as well as. in States like West Bencal 
and Punjab, the resettlement of dis­
placed persons.

(d) These projects are to be viewed 
as the first step in a programme of 
intensive development which is expect- 

f̂ fed over a period of years to cover the 
. entire country. The needs of other 

areas will therefore be met, to the 
extent possible, by further allotment 
of projects in future years.




