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[Baba |Uiiuuu3iyam SiBfli: Do the
Govenunoit fpri aoy necessily of
launching any Grow More Grass cam­
paign similar to the Grow More Food 
campaign? If so, what steps are being 
taken in this direction?]

Mr. Speaker. The question does not 
relate to Grow More Food. It speci­
fically relates to fodder supply.

Sbri S. V. Bamaswamy: May I know 
whether Ihere is acute shortage of
fodder in the Dharapuram taluq of the 
Coimbatore district as a result of
which many of the fine breed of
Kangayam bulls have perished?

Shri Karmarkar: On both these
points I shall find out the information.
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[Seth Govind Das: Have the Govern­
ment seen the press note of the Punjab 
Government in which it has been ad­
mitted that thousands of animals have 
perished in pissar, and w^ch also 
throws lig'it on the conditions ore- 
vailing there at present.]

Shri Karmarkar: Government is
aware of the fact that a large number 
of cattle were abandoned by their 
owners. Therefore, the Government 
of India took speedy measures to 
establish concentration stations for 
such cattle to take oroper care of them. 
About any loss of life I have no 
information on the point.

International Wheat A greement

*231. Dr. Bam Subhag Singh: WiU 
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state the total quantity 
of food grains imported from abroad 
imder the International Wheat Agree­
ment since this Agreement came into 
force?

Hie Deputy Minister of Commerce 
and Industry (Shri Karmark^): Since 
the International Wheat Agreement 
came into force on the 1st August
1949 India has imtil 20th May 1952 
imported a total quantity of 35-77 lakh 
metric tons of wheat under the agree­
ment.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singfi: May I know, 
Sir, whether our impoirt programme

of wheat will suffer because of the 
failure of the London Conference 
which was held receijUy in order to 
review the International Wheat Agree­
ment?

Shri Kteutfkar: No, Sir.
Shri Dabhi: What are the terms of 

this International Wheat Agreement?

Shri Karmarkar: Under this agree­
ment we are allotted a definite quantity 
of wheat for import. For instance, in 
1949-50 the guaranteed quantity was 
1 million 40 thousand tons; in 1950-51 
it was 15 hundred thousand tons; in 
1951-52 and the following year it is the 
same quantity. There is a ceiling 
inice and floor price fixed for this. 
For instance the minimum price in the 
four years is 1.50, 1.40, 1.30 and 1.20 
dollars per bushel.

Pandit Munishwar Datl Upadhyay:
What are the countries that participated 
in the International Wheat Agreement?

Shri Karmarkar: The wheat requir­
ing and the wheat consuming countries 
take part in this Agreement. In regard 
to the exact name of the countries, I 
would require notice of it

Dr. P. S. Deshmukfa: May I know the 
price per ton of wheat that was paid 
during each year?

Shri Karmarkar: I should like to 
have notice of the question.

Shri V. B. Gandhi: Is the price that 
we have been paying for wheat im­
ported from the United States recently 
higher than the price that we have to 
pay under the International Wheat 
Agreement? Would the Govetrnment 
please give the two prices?

Shri Karmarkar: I cannot give the 
price offhand of the wheat supplied 
to us under the Wheat Loan Agree­
ment. But about the wheat supplied 
under the International Wheat Agree­
ment, the prices were substan­
tially lesser than the prices in the free 
market.

Loss OF Foodgrains by Pest and 
Plant Diseases

*232. Dr. Bam Subhag Singh: Will 
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state the total per­
centage of country’s foodgrains lost 
annually by pest and plant diseases?

The Deputy Minister of Commerce 
and Industry (Shri Karmarkar): I fear 
an estimate of these losses is not at 
present possible. I am having examin­
ed the possibility of sampling techniques
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being evolved to assess such damage 
but the cost will of course be an 
important consideration.

Dr. Ram Sabhag Singh: May I know 
whether Government contemplate 
taking any action to control plant 
diseases?

Shri Karmarkar: As I said, a de­
tailed scheme is under consideration: 
obviously, it will be a matter of cost.

COWDUNG

*233. Shri M. L. DwlTedi: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agrlcnltare be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
taken any steps to conduct research 
into the possibilities of preparing 
cooking gas and fertiliser out of 
cowdung as suggested by the Engine­
ering Department of the U.S. Gov­
ernment; and

(b) if so, with what results? *

The Deputy Minister of Commerce 
and ladustry (Shri Karmafkar): (a) I
am not aware that Engineering Depart­
ment of the U.S. Government has 
made any suggestions about this. Re­
search on the subject has been con­
ducted at the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi, since 
1940.

(b) The results of the experiments 
conducted with a simple demonstration 
plant show that cow-dung produced by
4 or 5 animals (about 130-150 lbs. 
daily) will yield about 70-80 cubic feet 
of combustible gas oer day. The 
residual material does not lose the 
manurial value and also produces
annually about 3 tons of dried sludge 
containing about 1-5 per cent nitrogen. 
The gas is sufficient to meet the daily 
cooking requirements of an average 
family, .

The question of setting up and 
operating a bigger plant at the Insti­
tute for testing the economics of gas 
production is under consideration.
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[Shri M. L. Dwiyedi: Will the hon. 
Minister be pleased to state the cost 
o f installation of such a plant, and also

whether it would be feasible from the 
financial point of view?]

Shri Karmarkar: Yes,. Sir, we have, 
for instance a gas plant evolved by 
Mr. A. V. Joshi and Co. of Poona. The 
prices were fixed by the firm at Rs. 
1,200 and Rs. 1,800 respectively for 
gas plants for a family of 2 and 4 
persons respectively.
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[Shii M. L. Dwivedi: Will the hon. 

Minister be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a plant has been 
installed or is being installed at a place 
which is at a distance of about 12 miles 
from Delhi? If so, for what purpose 
is it being used at present?]

Shri ELarmarkar: So far as I know 
an experimental plant is being com­
pleted by the manufacturers at 
Shamilpur, in the Delhi State, for 
testing it under field conditions.

New Delhi Railway Station

•234. Shri M. L. Dwivedi: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased to ,
state:

(a) whether any decision has been 
taken to remodel the Railway station 
of New Delhi; and

(b) if so, when the proposal Is 
likely to materialise?

The Minister of Railways and Trans­
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) Yes.

(b) The work is proposed to be taken 
in hand shortly and it will be com­
pleted during 1953-54.
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[Shri M. L. Dwivedi: Will the hon. 
Minister be pleased to state what would 
be the cost of remodelling of the 
New Delhi Railway Station?]
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