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(b) The movement of fodder to deficit 
areas has been accorded a very high 
classification imder preferential Traffic 
and comes next to food, viz,, 2 (c). 
Special trains have also been arranged 
whenever necessary for ensuring 
speedy transport of the stocks, to 
deficit areas. Concessional rates of 
freight have been made applicable.

Im p o r t  op  F e r t il iz e r s

*257. Pandit M. B. Bhargava: WiU
the Minister of Food and Agricnltiire
be pleased to state the quantities and 
values of fertilizers proposed to be 
imported into India during the year
1952-53 and also in what proportion 
they will be imported from the dollar 
and the sterling areas?

The Deputy Minister of Commerce 
and Industry (Shri Karmarkar): The
Government of India have made 
arrangements for the import of 82,000 
tons of sulphate of ammonia valued 
approximately at Rs. 3,13,84,000, all 
jf  which will be in sterling. In addi­
tion to this quantity, the U.S. Govern­
ment under the Technical Co-operation 
Programme is going to supply a further 
quantity of 88,000 tons of sulphate of 
ammonia and 20,000 tons of other 
fertilisers, funds for which will come 
out of the financial provision made by 
the U. S. Government. It is not 
possible to give the total value of 
these fertilisers or their break-down 
in dollar and sterling, because the 
purchases have not yet been made.

E l ec tr ific a tio n  of  R a il w a y  T r a c k s

Sfarl M. L. Dwivedi: Will the 
Minister of BailwaFS be pleased to
state:

(a> whether the trains run by elec­
tricity are more economical and 
quicker than those run by steam;

(b) if so, whether electrification of 
more Railway tracks is in progress;

(c) whether electric Railway 
engines are manufactured in India;

(d) the countries from where elec­
tric Railway engines and trains are 
being imported; and

(e) the railway lines where elec­
trically-run trains are being introduc­
ed? .

The IMOnlster of Railways and Trans­
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) Electric 
Traction requires very heavy capital 
outlay. The injtial cost of electric 
trains and locomotives is much more

than that of steam stock, but their 
operating costs are lower provided 
electric power is available at cheap 
rates. Electric traction units are 
capable of providing higher accelera­
tion, and considerable saving in 
overall timing can be effected where 
frequent halts are necessary in a 
section.

(b) and (e). No. Electrification of 
Railways rests primarily upon economic 
considerations and each case has to 
be considered from a number of angles 
including cost of coal, cost of electri­
city and the density of traffic and more 
than all, the capital resources of the 
country which at present are urgaitly 
needed for other more pressing 
purposes.

(c) No.
(d) England.

B ltngre-C handpur-S iau  R a il w a y  L ine

SbH N. S. Jain: Wiil the
Mmister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the actual work of
construction of the dismantled Rail­
way line from Bijnore to Chandpur- 
Siau (old E. I. Railway) has been 
started and by what time it is expect­
ed to be completed; and '

(b) whether it is a fact that Railway 
track was at first laid for some length 
on that line but was later removed ’ 
and if so, why?

The Minister of Bailwaxs and Trans­
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) Yes.
It is expected to be completed by the 
end of January, 1953.

(b) No.

M e s s r s . A . H . W h eeler  and C o .

**60; Sbil Vidyalankan WiU the
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state:

(a) the names of the Railways over 
which the firm of Messrs. A. H. 
Wheeler and Co. has the monopoly 
to run book-stalls in Railway plat- foimis;

(b) years for which this firm 
has enjoyed the monopoly over the 
aforesaid lines;

(c)< the amount of royalty and the 
rm t Moeived from the company for 
the aforosaid  ̂mon<H>oly;

fi'iii tenders had beencalled before graat of monopoly to 
the above company;

(e) whether (government 
call in tenders for the propose to 

book-stalls




