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Rapio MONTH

*417. Shri Sanganna: Will the Minis-
ter of Information and Broadcasting
be pleased to state:

(a) the special features of the Radio
month celebrated throughout India;

(b) the amount spent on the cele-
brations; and

(¢) how many new licences were
issued during the month?

The Minister of Information and
Broadcasting (Dr. Keskar): (a) The
special features of the ‘Radio Month’
were as follows:

(1) Extension of transmission hours.

(2) Broadcast of special programmes
from all All India Radio Stations,
including the Sangeet Sammelan.

(3) Various types of competitions in
music, debates, radio plays, etc.
with a view to discover new talent.

(4) Intensive publicity through
press, film and radio with the
main object of rreating greater
radio consciousness.

(5) Radio Exhibitions at various im-
portant centres.

(6) Donation of radio sets for use
in Community areas and Colonies.

(7) Special
chasers
month.

concessions to pur-
of new sets during the

(b) and (¢). The information is
being collected and will be placed on
the Table of the Sabha in due course.

Shri Sanganna: May I know the
number of prizes awarded to the
competitors and the subjects in which
they were awarded?

Dr. Keskar; A very large number of
awards were given and quite a num-
ber of competitions were held.

Shri Sanganna: May I know the sub-
jects in which prizes were awarded?

Dr. Keskar: It is very difficult to
say. For example, a large number of
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subjects were debated and the subjects
were entirely different in every sta-
tion.

MANDI SALT MINES

*418. Shri Hem Raj: Will the Minis-
ter of Production be pleased to state:

(a) the stage at which the core dril-
ling’ operations have reached in the
Mandi Salt mines;

(b) by what time these operations
will be completed;

(c) whether there is any proposal to
set up a plant, for the preparation and
purification of salt from the brine
water from Maigal, Drang and Guma;

(d) it so, by what time it is likely
to materialise; and

(e) the estimated cost of the whole
scheme?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Production (Shri R. G.
Dubey): (a) The core drilling opera-
tions have been practically completed.
Only two more holes remain to be
drilled.

(b) The operations are likely to be
completed by March, 1955.

(c) Natural brine is available only
at Maigal. Salt is already being manu-
factured from this by solar evapora-
tion. The development scheme of
Mandi mines envisages the working of
Drang mine by wet mining process.
Development of Maigal and Guma
mines will be taken up after the Drang
mines start functioning.

(d) The main scheme of develop-
ment will be taken up aner the results
of core drilling at the two sites to be
drilled during this winter are avall-
able. The scheme is expected to be
completed in three or four years' time.
Arrangements are being made for car-
rying out certain developmental works
even now which will facilitate the main
wet mining scheme.

(e) The scheme for the development
of Drang and Maigal mines is estimat-
ed to cost rupees one crore. The coat
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of the scheme for developing the Guma
mines has not yet been worked out.

Shri Hem Ra}: In view of the demand
for Mandi rock salt, will the Govern-
ment expedite this work?

Shri R, G. Dubey: Certainly. That
is why in the month of May this year,
we invited an Austrian expert to visit
the spot and we are in a position to
say on the results discovered from the
bore wells of 1953 December that
there are sufficlent data to prove that
salt reserves will last for 10 years. To
be on the safe side, Government are
advised to -have two bore wells to
the east and south of the site. That is
being taken up.

Shri Radhelal Vyas: May I know
whether it is a fact that a spring of
brine whter is there in Mandi and
that the water is being wasted and 18
not being used for want of iron pipes?
What is the quantity that is likely to
be manufactured out of this spring
water?

Shri R. G. Dubey: It is very difficult
to assess the quantity. I am in a posi-
tion to say that arrangements are made
to provide the pipes to utilise the brine
water in the spring.’

Shri Kamal Singh: May I know whe-
ther any salt prospecting is going on
there?

sari R. G. Dubey: There are two as-
pects. One is wet mining process which
we can undertake when this winter
season is over, and boring is complet-
ed. Next year other development will
be taken up.
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The Minister of Works, Housing and
Supply (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a)
Not until a design for the Samadhi is
approved by the Government.

(b) It 1is not possible to indicate
this at this stage,
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