483 Written Angwers

The Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Rallways and Trans-
port (Shrl Shahnawaz Khan): (a)
Rs. 8,17,72,566.

(b) Yes.

(c) The fall in income was due to
a decline in traffic; the increase in
expenditure was mainly due to addi-
tional expenditure resulting from the
implementation of the provisions of
the Minimum Wages Act.

(d) The Port charges on certain
commodities were increased with etfect
from the 1st June, 1954.

FARM DEVELOPMENT

*521, Shri R. N, Singh: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
sponsor a programme of Farm Deve-
lopment with the help of the Govern-
ment of US.A.;

(b) it so, whether any cecision has
" peen taken in the matter; and

(c¢) the main features of the pro-
gramme?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a) No.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
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TRANSPORT OF MAILS OVER PIRPANJAL
*523. Chaudhri Muhammed Shaffee:

‘Will the Minister of Communications

be pleased to state:

(a) the number of persons usually
employed for carrying mails over Pir-
panjal (Banihal Pass) in Jammu and
Kashmir State during the Winter sea-
son;

(b) the number of staff injured im
the accidents on this route during the
past two years;

(c) the facilities provided to the
staff; and

(d) the compensation paid to the
relations of those either injured or
killed in snow storms during the past
two years?

The Deputy Minister of Communi-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Mails
are not conveyed departmentally but
by an outside contractor—Maessrs.
Radha Kishan Co. Generally 30 to 46
mazdoors are employed by the con-
tractor when the pass is covered by
snow. Each mazdoor carries a load
of 20 seers.

(b) The contractor has intimated
that there has not been any casualty
or accident during the last two years.

(¢) and (d). Does not arisé as the
work is not done departmentally. The
responsibility is that of the contrac-
tor.
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*524, Shri Krishnacharya Joshi: Wik
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by Government
for increasing the production of cottom
during 1954; and

(b) the amount speat on this ac-
count during the above period?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (e) and (b).
A statement is placed on the Table
of the Lok Sabha, [See Appendix
III, annexure No, 411,





