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PASSENGER AMENITIES

*901. Shri Tushar Chatterjea: Will
the Minister of Raillways be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that due to shortage of carriage-
cleaners staff at important stations of
the Eastern Railway, passengers ex-
perience much inconvenience; and

(b) whether Government
to increase their number?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
‘Minister of Railways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) No, Sir.

propose

(b) It is not propnsed to increase
their number at present. The strength
of carriage cleaners at important sta-
tions is reviewed periodically and in-
crease effected whenever found neces-
sary. :

Shri Tushar Chatterjea: What is the
number of such cleaners for the sta-
tions?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: It varies with
the stations.

Shri Tushar Chatterjea: I want to
know the exact number for a junction
station.

Mr, Speaker: I think it will also vary
from junction to junction.

DELIVERY OF MAns

*903. Shri Subodh #asda: Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that; the
frequency of delivery of letterg  in
rural areas in West Bengal espegig)-
ly in Midnapore District 1Is , opcg,,p
week only; and

(b) if so, the action thken to'¥in-
crease the frequency of delivery? "':

The Minister of ' Communications
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) No. WMost
of the villages in this area receive
more frequent deliveries; the frequen-
cy in the Midnapore District is onee
a week only in 76 villages wherdas
the number of villages where postal
articles are delivered more frequently
is 14,971.

(b) Progressive action is being tak-
en to increase the frequency of postal
delivery by opening new post offices
and sanctioning additional delivery
staff in the existing offices where .;Jus—
tifled. ' r

Shri Subodh Hasda: May I know
whether it is a fact that the genera}
public suffer for want of telegraph
facilities in rural areas?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: The scheme s
to have a telegraph office at the head-
quarters of every thana in the State
of West Bengal, and when that scheme
is completed, the telegraph offices will
be available at reasonable distances.

Shri S. C. Samanta: The hon. Mi~
nister said that deliveries of letters
are made once a week only in 76 vil:
lages. May I know whether the hon.
Minister is also aware that the letters
are delivered to teachers of schools
in the villages, where the real ‘owner
is not available or, are delivered im
hats and bazars to persons known to
the addressee?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It does happen
sometimes, and I am afraid it will
continuc. When the postman finds
that there is only a single letter to be
delivered for a particular village, he,
instead of walking to that village, re-
quests a teacher or some respoasible
person of that village whom he finds
in the hats near the post office, to
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carry that letter and deliver it to the
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PostaL UNIONS

*906. Shri Ram Dass: Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) the number of postal unions
that have joined the realignment
scheme recently introduced; and

(b) whether a statement will Be
laid on the Table of the House show-
ing the number of unions (State-wise)
thac have not joined the scheme and
the reasons therefor?

The Minister of Communications
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) Nine. They
are P&T Unions.

(b) Three All-India Unions namely,
All India P&T (including R.M.S.) Ad-
ministrative Offices Association, Luck-
now, All India R.M.S. Inspectors’ As-
sociation, Ambala, and the All.India
Postal Accountants Association, Cal-
cutta, have not joined the scheme.
Two of them have stated that the rea-
lignment scheme does not serve their
interests.
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