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Shri N. B. Chowdhury : May I know
whether specific provisions in respect of
the Second Five-Year Pla about this matter
will be posipoaed till the report of the
official lan7uaze Commission s received
or will Government go ahead with their
departmental plan?

Dr. M. M. Das : If the tentative pro-
posals of the Education Ministry are accep-
ted by the Planning Commission, to the
extent they are accepted we will go
ahead.

Mr. S : Without waiting for the
report of the Hindi Commission?

Dr. M. h}. Das : Yes, dSlir:l Tell]ﬂe
schemes are for propagation and develop-
ment of Hindi and we will continue to do
our best.

Minesweepers

*1137. Shri Raghunath Singh Will
the Nﬁ.nn ister of Defence be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that two
minesweepers have been recently pur-
<hased for the Indian Navy ; and

(b) if so, their price”

The Deputy Minister of Defence
(Sardar Majithis) : (a) Yes.

(o) At a cost of Rs. 47 lakhs approxi-
mately per ship.

=t Tgarq fag : 79 ETRT FA
Ffar g ?

waare wifear - gATeEE feew

E:

Shri Joachim Alva : In buying mine-
sweepers for our Navy, is it the policy of
the Government that we buy them from
the United Kingdom only because we
have the services of a British Admiral or
do we go to any other country for the best
materic| ?

Sardar Majithia : There is no ques-
tion of our decision being influenced by
any i person_being at the head
of any of our Armed Forces. We try to
get the best possible vessel available at
aprice waich we think is competitive.

Shri U. C. Patnaik : May I know if
we call for global tenders or ask for reports
from our embassies in different countries?

Sardar Majithia That question hardly
arises because we know the various ships
which can be made available to us and
therefore the question of tenders does pot
come in. We have to do it by private
negotiations,
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Shri U. C. Patnaik : The second part
of my question is unanswered—namely
whether we call for any reports from our
cmbassies abroad ?

Sardar Majithia : As I said we already
know in India, in the Mimstry of Detence
all the vessels that can possibly be made
available and therefore a report is hardly
necessary.

Sardar Igbal Singh : May I know
whether these minesweepers are new or
oki—secondhand ?

Shri Syamnandan Sahaya : Very
old, indeed.

Sardar Majithia** They are not very
old; they are certainly not new but they
will be thorcughly re-conditioned and
equipped to conform to the modern stan-
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Smuggled Watches

*1139. Sardar Igbal Singh : Will the
Minister of Finance be pleased ro
state:

(a) the number of smuggled watches
which were seized b Government
during the period from the 1st October
1954 to the 3oth June, 1955;

(b) the names of countries from
which they were  smuggled;

(c) whether it is a fact that smug-
5:‘:11; from Pakistan is on the increase

(d) if w0, the reasons therefor and
the m&: taken by Government to pre-
vent same ?

*$The answer was liter corrected by Sardar Majithia (Vide Part 11 Debates dated 2-12-5 5

as follows-  ““They are brand rew"”.





