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Committee on Coasting of DIDGS

*177.SHRIDHARMANNANOGDAYYA
SADUL: Will the Minister of COMMERCE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any committee to
examine the proposal of the durg manufac-
turers for review of exnstmg value addition
norms;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the present norms are strin-
gent and as a result exports have become
very difficult; and

(d) if not, the steps likely to be taken to
boost export after asessing the domestic
needs thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) to (d).
While there is no Committee constituted
separately to examine the proposals of the
Drug manufacturers for review of existing
value addition norms, a Special Advance
Licensing Committee has been set up re-
cently in the LGFT organistation for fixation/
review of standard input output and value
addition norms for all sub-sectors of industry
including drugs.

Any representation received from indi-
vidual units against the norms already noti-
fied are examined by the Commitlee on
merits and if deemed necessary, the norms
are reviewed/amended.

The exports of durgs and pharmaceu-
ticals over the last few years have shown an
upward trend.

Wholesale Prices
*178. SHRI MADAN LAL KHURANA:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there has been a steep in
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the wholesale prices of consumer items
recently;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether there is any corresponding
decrease in the retail prices also; and

(d) if not, the steps taken by theGov
emment in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND THE MINIS-
TER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (DR. ABRAR
AHMED): (a) Yes, Sir. Out of 31 essential
commodities the wholesale prices of 13
commodities manely rice, wheat, jawar,
bajra, moong, masur, arh, urad, groundnut
oil, mustard oil, vanaspati, chillies and pota-
toes have declined recently. The composite
index of wholesale prices have declined

" from 235.4 in August, 1992 to 230.7 in

January, 1993,

(b)Thewholasalepficemdexdessen-
tial commodities for the period August, 1992
to January, 1993 is given in the attached
Statement-1.

(c) Yes, Sir. The retail prices of 14
essential commodities as reflected by the
consumer price index for the period August,
1992 to November, 1992 (latest available)
have also declined as shown in the attached
Statement-il. The composite index of con-
sumer prices has declined from 210.3 in
August, 1992 to 236.7 in November, 1992.

(d) By and large, wholesale as well as
retail prices of essential commodities have
either declined ‘or stabilized in the recent
months. The Govemment have initiated a
number of steps to contain pricas of all
commodtties in general and essential
commodites in particular. These include
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