2 Oral Answers

- SHRIMATI SUSEELA GOPALAN : Of
course, thereis anger.

SHRIIC. K. JAFFERSHARIEF : Asevery-
body knows, investment is not made on the
basis of States. Itisbased onroutes. So, when
anyinvestmentinlinesis decideitis b#sedon
routes. (Interruptions) Even based on routes,
there was alotofinvestmentin Keralawhichno
other State could get. (Interruptions) A clear
picture about the gauge conversion was not
there. Nowthatpictureis available. The question
of diversification of traffic to Shouranur—
Mangalore will come only when the Konkan
railway project traffic comes.

Besides that, your anxiety is whetherwe
willbe able to take up and complete it ornot. we
have now taken up the survey. By the end ofthe
year, the survey report willbe available. Before
the nextbudgetwhenincomes, itwould depend
uponthe resources available. Why do we say
aboutavailability of resources? Pleasetelithe
finance Minister and the Prime Minister tomake
available resources sothatwe couldbe ableto
take up. If you only hammer the Railway Minis-
ter, nothingwill happen.

SHRI P.C. THOMAS : Sir, as far as the
Prime Ministeris concemed, we—allthe MPs
from Kerala— had met Prime Minister. Apart
from meeting the Railway Minister, the Minister
of State and others, we halve met the Prime
Minister all together. The Prime Minister was
very happyto see allthe Members from Kerala
comingtogether. He appreciatedit. | donotthink
there will be any difficulty from his side.

Itis very difficultto get a surveyfor anyline
evenfordoubling. Butinthis particularcase, the
survey was orderedas early as 1991. Isthere

anyexplanation fornotgoingthroughthe survey .

orprogressingthe ordered survey andleaving
ittherefill, say, twoyears ?

I would submit that this is a gross neglect.
Thereis an urgent needto rectify this neglect.
So, | urge upon the hon. Minister to give an
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assurance thatthis work, after survey, willbe
taken upimmediately anditwillbe broughtinthe
next budget for doubling the Shoranur —
Mangalore railway line ?

SHRIK. C.JAFFER SHARIEF : | categori-
cally assure the Member that survey will be
completed butsofaras the workis concemed,
as he gets the money to me fromthe Finance
Minister, | will be able to take up the work.

SHRI V. DHANANJAYA KUMAR : The
line is connecting my constituency, Mangalore
to Kerala. All along, | have been hearing the
Minister sayingthata surveyis ordered andthat
asurveyis requiredbefore laying the line. We
canse thatthisis only doubling the lineand there
isalready anexistingline andonly a paraliel ine
is required to be put. So, | do notthink that any
survey is required. They are only trying to
postpone the laying of the line. The Minister, if
he really minds, can definitely order for doubling
the line. Now, under the guise of getting the
survey report, they are deleting the project.

| would line to know from the Minister
whetherthey are goingto give top priority tothe
doubling of Shoranur—Mangaloreline.

SHRIC. K. JAFFER SHARIEF : We are
talking about traffic survey now.

MR.SPEAKER : He has already repliedto
thatquestion.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TOQUESTIONS
[English]
Prices of Essential Commodities

26. SHRI AJOY

MUKHOPADHYAY :
SHRIGEORGE FERNANDES:

Will the Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES
CONSUMERAFFAIRSAND PUBLIC DISTRI-
BUTIONbepleasedtostate :
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(a) whether prices of essential commodi-
ties like rice, wheat, sugar, bread, milk, cooking
gas, molasses, chilli, edible oils and spices
have beenincreasingsince 1991;

(b)ifso, thereasons therefor,

‘(c) the wholesale price indices of these
commodities as onJuly, 1991 and June, 1993;
and

(d) the measures taken /proposedto be
taken by the Govemnment to contain the rising
trend of prices of these commodities ?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES
CONSUMERAFFAIRS AND PUBLICDISTRI-
BUTION (SHRIA. K. ANTONY) :(a)and (b):
The retail prices of selected essential com-
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modities like rice, wheat, sugar, bread, milk,
cooking gas, molasses, Chillies and spices as
inJuly, 1991, 1992 and June, 1993 are givenin
the attached Statement |

{c): Percentage variationinthe wholesale
price indices of selected essential commodities
asondJuly, 1991 Jully, 1992, andJune 1993are
giveninthe attached Statement

(d) : The Government has been taking
appropriate measures on regularbasis forcon-
taining the prices of essential commodities
through providing relief in excise duties, provi-
sion of finances and credit, liberalisation of
imports, improved infrastructure facilities, in-
creased production, better distribution network
and strengthening of the Public Distribution
System.
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