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Monday, 24th February, 1958

I'he Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

{Mr. SPEAKER in the Chair]

DEATH OF MAULANA AZAD, SHRI
B. DAS AND SHRI V. M. OBAIDUL-
LAH

The Prime Minister and Minister
of External Affairs and Finance (Shri
Jawaharlal Nehrn): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
it has fallen to my lot often to refer
in this House to the death of a col-
league or some great man. I have to
perform that duty, a sad duty, again
today in regard to one who was with
us a few days ago and who passed
away rather suddenly producing a
sense of deep sorrow and grief not
only to his colleagues in Parliament,
but to innumerable people all over
the country.

Now, it has become almost, if 1
may say s0, a commonplace, when a
prominent person passes away, to say
that he is irreplaceable, that his pass-
ing away has created a void which
cannot be fllled. To some extent that
is often true; yet, I believe that it is
literally and absolutely true in regard
to the passing away of Maulana Azad.
I do not mean to say that no great
men will be born in India; certainly
not, We have had great men and
we will have great men; but, I do
submit that that peculiar and special
type of greatness that Maulana Azad
represented is not likely to be re-
produced in India or anywhere else,

I need not refer to his many quall-
ties which we all know—his deep

MERURNAEE IS Wiy daee 4 may
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learning, his scholarship and his
great oratory. He was a great writer
and he was great in many ways. But
there are other scholars; there
are other writers; there are other
orators, but there was this combina-
tion in him of the greatness of the
past with the greatness of the present.
He represented and he always remind-
¢d me of what I have read in history
about the great men of several hund-
red years ago, say, if I think of Euro-
pean history, the great men of the
Renaissance, or in a later period, of
the encyclopadists who preceded the
French Revolution, men of intellect,
men of action. He reminds me also
of what might be called the great
qualities of olden days—the gracious-
ness of them. There were many bad
qualities, of course, in the old days,
but there was a certain graciousness,
a certain courtesy, a certain tolerance,
a certain patience which is sadly to
seek in the world today. There is
little of graciousness in the world,
even though we may become more
and more advance in scientific and
technical ways. Even though we may
seek to reach the Mocon, we do it
with a lack of graciousness, with a
lack of tolerance, with a lack of some
things which have made life worth-
while since life began. So, it was this
strange and unique mixture of the
good qualities of the past, the graci-
ousness, the deep learning and toler-
ation with the urges of today that
made Maulana Azad what he was.

Everyone knows that even in his
carly teens he was filled with the
passion for freeing India and he turn-
ed towards ways even of violent revo-
lution, And, then, he realised, of
course, soon after that that was not
the way which would gain results.
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He was a pecular and a very spe-
cial representative in a high degree of
that great composite culiure which
bhas gradually grown n lodia. I do not
mean 1o say that everybody has to be
like Maulana Azad t0 represent that
composite cuiture. There are many
representatives of it to various
parts of India; but he, in
his own venue, here in Dellu or in
Bengal or Calcutta, wherever he spent
the greater part ot his life, represent-
ed thus synthesis of various cuitures
whuich have come ane atter another to
Indua, rivers that had flowed mn and
lost themselves in the ocean of India
life, lnd.a's humanity, attecting them,
changing them and being changed
themselves by them.

So, he came to represent mare spe-
cially the culture ot india as affected
by the culture of the nauons of west-
ern Asia, the Iranian cuiture, the Per-
sian culture, the Arabic cwture which
affected India for thousands of years—
especially lran—as every one knows.
So, 1in that sense, I said that I can
hardly conceive of any other person
comung who can replace hum because
there was already a change 1n the
age which produced hum and that age
is past. A few of us are just relics,
who have some faint idea of that age
that is past.

I do not know if the generation that
is growmng up will even have any
emotional realisation of that age. We
are functioning in a different way; we
think in a dufferent way; and a certain
gep in mental appreciation and under-
standing separates us, separates the
generations.

It is right we change; I am not
complaining Change is essential lest
we become rooted to some past habit
which, even if it was good at some
time, became bad later. But, I cannot
help expressing a certain feeling of
regret that with the bad, the good
of the past days is also swept away
and that good was something that was
eminently represented by Maulana
Azad

and Shri V. M. Obaidullah

There is one matter I should like
to mention here a curious error to the
expression of which I have mysel

been  guilty about Maulana
Azad's life and education. Even
this morning, the newspapers

contained a Resolution of
Government about Maulana Azad.
The error is this, that it is stated—as
I have stated sometimes—that he
went and studied at Al Azhar Uni-
versity. He did not do so, It is
an extraordinmry persistence of error
of wide circlean And, as [ said, I
myself thought so. Otherwise, I
would have taken care to correct it
in the Government Resolution which
has appeared today. The fact is
that he never studied at Al Azhar
University. He went, of course, to
Cairo; he visited it as a wvisitor, to
see it; but, he never studied there.
He studied elsewhere. He studied
in fact, chiefly in Caleutta, in the
Arabic Schools ag well as other
schools  But he spent a number of
years in Arabia. He was born there
and he visited Egypt as he visited
other countries of Western Asia. That
1s a different matter.

So, we mourn today the passing of
a great man of course a man of
lamimnous intelligence and a mighty
intellect with an amazing capacity to
pierce through the problem to its core.
1 used the word ‘luminous’. I think
perhaps that is the best word I can
use about his mind—a luminous mind.
When we miss and when we part with
such a companion, friend, colleague,
comrade, leader, teacher—call him
what you will—there is inevitably a
tremendous void created in our life
and activities.

It is possible that the initial reac-
tion may not be a full realisation of
that void. The initial reaction s
one of shock and sorrow. Gradu-
ally, as days pass, the void appears
deeper and wider and it becomes
more and more difficult to fill that
place which was fllled by a person
who has passed away. But that is the
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way of the world and we have to
face it. We have to face it not nega-
tively but positively by devoting and
dedicating ourselves to what he stood
for and trying to carry on the good
work which he and others who have
left us—captains and gerierals of our
peaceful forces who have worked for
Independence and progress and ad-
vancement of India who have come
and who have gone leaving their
message behind. And s0, I hope
though he may go, he will live and
his message will live and illumine us
as it did in the past.

Shri 8, A. Dange (Bombay City—
Central): Sir, I associate myself comp-
letely with the sentiments expressed
by our Prime Minister. In fact, it is
very difficult to add to the picture
that he has given us of the Maulana
Sahib as well as the appreciation. It
is no doubt that we who came to the
non-co-operation movement in 1920
and had been reared up in the nation-
al movement for so many years fecl
now thaf with his passing a sort of
a whole period is summed up and
that summing up has been done by
the Prime Minister very well.

Az he says, he reminded us of the
encyclopaedists of the French Revo-
lution and the Leaders of the Renais-
sance, When I used to see him sitting
either here or in the movement out-
side, I was ceminded more of the
great Arab leaders of the 10th cen-
tury, combining philosophy, mathe-
matics and something of Omar Khay-
yam's literature—all together. It is a
berutiful personality and a beautiful
ideology of the new period combined
with all the grandness that was in the
past.

I sometimes used to feel how Abul
Fassal would have looked when he
translated the Upanishads in Persian
and I think Maulana was the same
picture here. It was not a small thing,
when 12 or 18 years ago, when the
fioods of communalism were sweeping
awav many persons, to stand like &

and Shri V. M. Obaidullah

rock on the ground of nationalism
despite adherence to one’s religion,
one’s own community. For the Mau-
lana Sahib to remain with the nation-
al movement required tremendous
courage. Many people were washed
away in the flood. But Maulana Sahib
stood there. Therefore, it is quite true
to say that, surely, more great men
will be borne, but the period that is
passed cannot be filled up.

Acharya Kripalani (Sitamarhi):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it becomes difficult
for us to pay our affectionate rever-
ence to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in
silence; we have to speak and per-
form our duty to our leaders. 1 fully
and completely associate myself with
the words that have been spoken by
the Prime Minister. I believe that the
demonstration day before yesterday
and the public meeting yesterday
show how instinctively the common
people the great loss that the nation
has suffered.

Sir, as the Prime Minister said,
Maulana Sahib was the embodiment
of a synthetic culture which had ex-
1sted in India for the last few centu-
ries, which had been enriched by
many streams assimilated in India.
It is the genius of our people that
whenever they take anything from
outside they put their own grab upon
it, before accepting it, thus enriching
themselves.

Maulana Sahib was the culmination
of an age, an age which will not come
back He had the old world’s courtesi-
es which may not revive. But, even as
he was the culmination of an ers, he
was also the beginning of another era.
I remember, in 1912 when he pub-
lished out his famous journal Al Hilal
in Urdu, it was a revelation. A young
man who did not know any of the
modern European languages yet
could talk of political and historical
matters. with a familiarity of the ex-
pert.

He rendered the greatest service to
Islam, when he recognised that Isla-
mic countries could only be saved
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rtom the clutches of Imperialism
when India was free. One does hot
know whether he loved Islam more
or he loved India more; it was abso-
lutely a blend where there was no
first or second but both were the first.
And, he made his Muslim countrymen
to realise that in India while work-
ing for the freedom of India they
. were also working for the freedom
of the countries that in Europe are
called near East—and we call them
West Asia.

Sir, he was a man of many brilliant
facets. Any one of them would have
given him fame. He was a great di-
vine, and if he had just confined him-
self to the spiritual heritage of his
people he would have been the first
in the fleld, and so he remained, in
spite of his political activities. He was
e great orator; and if he had simply
remained an orator, the nation would
have remembered him among the
country’s great orators. He was a
great scholar and if he had devoted his
life to scholarship, he would have
produced valuable and learned books
and he would have been the leader
in that fleld. But he took to the poli-
tical fleld. Let it be understood that
he and some of the old leaders who
took to politics were not taking to
politics for its sake. They had to leave
their professions they had to leave
pursuits dearest to their hearts; they
had to leave things in which they
could shine best. Why? Not for poli-
tics. Before Independence, there was
no politics in India. There was only
one thing and it was the love and
service of the country that was lying
low and that was in slavery. Many of
us did not enter in politics and if we
had been left alone, in normal circum-
stances, we would not have been in
politics; but we would have gone on
with the work dear to us. We had
to interrupt our work because the
country demanded it, and it was not
politics but it was the love of the
country that brought us into the poli-
tical fleld. Maulana also, but for the
sondition in India, would have been

and Shri V. M. Obaidulich

one of our great scholars and cne of
our great divines, But his merit lay
in this, that he thought that all scho-
larship, all knowledge of divinity and
philosophy, all his historical know-
ledge, would be worth little if the
country was not free. Therefore, Sir,
he joined the national movement. He
joined it when he was almost in his
teens, and I had oceasion to be in con-
tact with him in those days. There
were revolutionaries inside and out-
side India then and there were to be
connections, and I was one of the per-
sons entrusted with this liaison.
Many times literature came from out-
side; letters came from outside and
they had to be transmitted. I have
very, very vivid memories of him
before 1920. In 1820 we all realised
that violent revolution was not the
way to freedom and that what
Gandhiji had shown was the real way
of rousing the masses and working
for Independence,

Sir, it 1s very rare that pcople keep
on throughout life in a revolutionary
movement. It has been my experience
that many, tired, fall by the wayside.
A poet said it does not matter whe-
ther a spinner spins fine or he spins
thick, but let it be that that thread
does not break. And here, not only
Maulana Sahib spun fine but the
thread did not break. He had to suffer
difficulties and humiliations. It is very
difficult to stand out against the maj-
ority of one's community and to feel
isolated. But he did not mind. He was
insulted many times and he was a
sensitive soul, yet he remained faith-
ful to the cause that he had made his
own and which he propagated
throughout life, the cause of the inde-
pendence of his country and its unity.
Here was the person who has left a
void in our nation. It is literally true,
it is certain that we cannot fill that
void. Maybe, as the Prime Minister
said, that many people will rise; great
people rise; great people have arisen
in our history, but the place of
Maulana, I am afraid, cannot be fill-
ed. There are many who appear to be
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wise when they talk, but in the coun-
sels théy are not of much use. But
here was a person who was not only
wise in his words but wise in his
counsels. He analysed the political
situation with perfect clarity, and
whether one agreed with him or not,
one got wiser because of his analysis
of the political situation.

Sir, it is said that there is, in our
country the old guard. The gems of
the old guard, are dropping one by
one. I have to say in sorrow that we
do not find that their places are being
adequately fillled. It may be that we
may not have the gems again for
some time to come, because, in the
nation there is a period of creation
and there is another period of silent
gestation, So, it may not be possible
to recreate the old giants, perhaps it
may not be possible in a democracy,
where the average man must rise.
But I hope the gap created by the
loss of exceptional people will be
filled by the general rise in the aver-
age intelligence and average patriot-
ism of the common people.

I pay my respectful homage to the
great man who has just passed away

Mr. Speaker: Mr Jaipal Singh.

X wm (F4%) - FATe

i wwigw, & WY FFZT WA

FTATE |

Mr. Speaker: I have called Mr. Jai-
pal Singh.

Shri Jaipal Singh (Ranchi West—
Reserved-Sch. Tribes): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it seems like only the other day
when more than forty years ago 1
met Maulana Saheb at Ranchi, where
he was interned. I was only a school
boy, very much in my early teens. The
one thing that impressed me at that
first meeting was the enormous lib-
rary that he had even while he was
in internment. It seemed enormous to
me because, as a school boy, of course,
I did not know more than about a
half a dozen books; I did not possess
any more. The impression he created
in my mind then has persisted
throughout my life.
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To my way of looking at the whole
picture, he was the one embodiment
of cultural symbiosis in this country
which should be an example to all of
us if this country has to settle down;
it has to go ahead. He was not alto-
gether what we call a contra-accultu-
rationist. His symbiotic attitude to
life is one which is the crying need
of our country today, and throughout
his political career he held up the
banner unswerving, unnerved and
unspent.

May I, on behalf of the Independent
Parliamentary Group, say one thing
more? And it is that today our
thoughts very much go to the Leader
of the House. It is difficult for most
of us to 1magine how he must be mis-
sing the prop that he found in Mau-
lana Saheb. I can assure him person-
ally that we should rally round himin
the difficult task he has ahead of him,
if ever he should fcel lonely.

May I say one more word? And
here I speak with authority, and cer-
tainly without fear of contradietion.
Maulana Saheb was held in the high-
et esteem in Tribal India. May his
soul rest in peace.

T WpE Wl . waA WE
wufew, & ft (7ER AHEW FT g
TG AT FaaTT AR § A 6w
7gt T AW A& &)

FU WEET ORE § a9 AT
areE ¢ | 9 5 g waE § g
wawea: ( Provisional ) f&-% @ i
wRow e semr g arar wgi @
AT ETEE, IR AR g4 WK
wYwa W qIEw TA! T AT s
% | 3§ TH AEOAT WEW  SAnara
% o T F@ § Fe0 dard § )
gt X O WX oifeR & g §
O @ge ) AR Wi aew W
& drw T v @ AR A A
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gt fpgem & S A @ @)
TR FIETAT TR ¥ qR qg wrwTIr 9
fr 3 awr g A aw o genR A
¥ Q@ ) I A wg o g
m off o AR & Te gRi
™ 7R W ST gy oft ol
w7 TR | R EART W s arew
¥ IF TAAT WER @
0 oA ® oA F ww fis AR
qforegfen avd wrs sfear g @ ¥fear
oty o fiww fag oy #e
wark gt oY, et & odw a1, Az
q7 | 39 7 83 oF fgo &7 ¥t ardy
% frm w9 97 | 39 qe Syee
W@ i e @ arht s §
iz @1 A dmw | s
o IR Ty fe stemer T
TR e ferm R e 4 W
@ AEET gy § PO T T
ares o, Fowar v dR R ag
wr

wa & Wz ¥ WA @9 Leve N,
TR W AW e dfew Age
IEw W & a9 fad e R afer
WA FRA | agET LA¥E T wwr
¥T a7 & ) I Awy HYeTr aEw @ R
afier w3 & awd g Y e qar
w7 fir s aTgw W ag T A 6
o fi &= amgw A wrvamar fis s gt d:
AR o 9 ®? IW 19T IHA ;g
“oft gi” 1 T A OF xwr aeE w)
Ta% g & tavs F, v fs e
argy & R o Afiry arg w fm
¥ dw qT qeman, 9wy waly and g€
o AR wyy fir wremr agw, W) ag
iR @ WA & ¥ e
v o 7 age waonw avfae grm
% dfex yagET AgE § v fw
quifees v @ § 1 @t s anw
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& wr e wraTgCaTe w7 g Y, IEeY
fgw v & A oAl e
o Y, T g os g § e AR
waeaT ot fin five o @ arfiecna &
firerar o & §, T AW A F
¥ ag AfET ERE M AT A AR |

TEA vy o fie & ur e fawelt
fief, & firey wTe AT WY TR RvwTr
fie afier s R o v B R
® fad ot darc 7 | wgods R @
w1 worer g & e wemar e o e
? afen WA@Y 7 of s 32 a9 wE wY
weH) AT SHES @ o W R W
fgar § g WR fr w@®, W)
ot # A8 orfererr @ s R e §,
wafen § fe o o s Ay o F
Cio |

LRl A U G
son g o7 fad 1 s el wr
gy A fagwa & oF a0 wd w0
T aga @ gwr & oWk e
FEEE A W1 4 ITH FegErR
ZATE | ST WL WA EETAT AT |
ey gar Wfad, i qag & W
Nfad | 3 T 7§ ag Ao aw
& w% qorx arfaa G &t

Shri V. Raju (Visakhapatnam): I
rise to pay my tribute to the
memory of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
What exactly does the Maulana
Sgheb's life mean to my generation,
is something which I have been asking
myself since the last two days, I am
of the younger generation which the
Prime Minister mentioned. To me the
Maulana Saheb was a political leader
whom 1 worshipped from afar—
not only him, but all the other leaders
of the national movement. The Prime
Minister was one of them, Acharya
Kripalani was another, and of course,
there was always Mahatma Gandhi.
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Today, to my generation, and to
those who are younger than me, a
very difficult question always poses
itself. To the generation of the past
and for those who are also living
and who are colleagues of Maulana
Saheb, there was very little problem.
Personal problems there are always
in life, but from an ideological and
political standpoint, there was little
or no problem. Nationalism was there,
the love of the country was there,
the fight for freedom was there, and
towards that light we could all travel.
In a sense I could term the struggle
for national freedom as the ideal an
objective of synthesis which always
exists in our nation. There was no
difficulty, but today in the world of
sectarianism, and in a world where
there are party differences and em-
phasis on policies and programme
which vary, the problem of finding
the true path is much more difficult,
and it is, therefore, that the life of
Maulana Saheb is such a great exam-
ple for my generation. Because, as 1
have already mentioned, personal
problems exist; in addition to that,
there are also problems of emphasis,
and the Maulana Saheb in his life
had a problem of emphasis.

As we know, he was a Mussalman
and had the problem of adjustment
towards his community when there
was the great problem of communal
riots in the country. He was also a
great nationalist. In a similar manner,
there is to my generation the problem
of emphasis, and we try to arrive at
the beaconpoint of emphasis and work
towards it, and the life of this great-
leader is an example of working to-
wards this particular emphasis.

It is said that a person could well
desire to live for a hundred years if
he works without attachment, if his
work is done with earnestness, but
without desire. It is said that he and
he alone can live for a hundred years,
and that is the message of synthesis
and one-pointedness which the syn-
thesised culture of India has given
to all of us. I feel today that this
lesson can well be learnt through
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the life of Maulana Azad. One can
and should live a long life without
attachment to the fruit of endeavour,
and especially for us politicians and
also only be arrived generation, truth
can only be arrived at through one-
pointed service without attachment.

This is the lesson that the Maulana
gives to the younger generation, and
I am sure that they will learn it and
in the years to come from my gener-
ation and from the generations that
will come, many great men will arise
from this country and carry on the
beacon-light shown to us by Maulana
Azad.

Mr. Speaker: I associate myself
with all the sentiments that have
been expressed by the Leader of the
House and the leaders of the various
Groups here.

Maulana Saheb was a great national
hero and a great patriot. He entered
public life nearly fifty years ago, and
his life has been one of dedication to
the service of the motherland. His
service and sacrifice were immense.
He fought relentlessly and was =a
good fighter. In the winning of free-
dom, he was next to none. He was
the right-hand person of Mahatma
Gandhi, After the winning of free-
dom, he was a great architect of our
new State.

He was a Member of the Constitu-
ent Assembly, the Provisional Parlia-
ment and the Lok Sabha, and he was
the Minister of Education, when his
body was laid at rest.

I pray to the Almighty that his soul
may rest in peace.

He was a great theologian and
divine. He was devoted to religion,
but he never allowed his religion to
interfere with his politics, These are
the lessons that we have to draw
from the life of the great soul that

has departed.
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{Mr, Speaker.]

I trust that the House joins me in
conveying to the members of the
bereaved family our deep sense of
sorrow. His loss is irreparable to the
Motherland.

I have to report to the House the
unfortunate passing away of two other
friends. Shri B. Das died yesterday at
his residence in New Delhi. He was,
and he can be, rightly called the
‘Father of thizs House’. He joined the
Central Legislative Assembly long
before 1947, in 1823, and continued to
be a Member for a number of years.
He started during Motilalji's time as
the Chief Whip of the Congress Party.
He was an ardent worker. In the end,
he was the chairman of the Public
Accounts Committee, in which capa-
city he did a lot of good service to
our country.

We deeply mourn his loss. I trust
the House will join me in conveying
our deep sense of sorrow at his pass-
ing away to the members of his
bereaved family.

I have also to inform the House
of the sad demise of Shri V. M. Obai-
dullah, who passed away in Vellore
on the 21st February, 1958 at the age
of 53. Shri Obaidullah was a Member
of the Provisional Parliament in 1851-
52, and was a sitting Member of the
Rajya Sabha when he passed away.

He was a good Tamil orator. Though
he started his political career while
he was quite young, he did a lot of
propaganda for the country's cause,
and he suffered immensely though he
was poor. Irrespective of his poverty
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and his incapacity to suffer, he did
suffer, and went to jail as often as it
was necessary, and fought bravely.

We deeply mourn his loss also and
shall convey to the members of his
bereaved family our deep sense of
SOTTOW.

I request the House to stand in
silence for a minute to express its
SOITOW.

[The Members then sgtood in silence
for a minute.]

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: May I
make a submission for your considera-
tion and the consideration of the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, that a
portrait of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
painted by an eminent artist be plac-
ed in the Central Hall of Parliament?

Mr. Speaker: 1 most heartily wel-
come 1t. I am sure the House agrees
with me that 1t is quite proper and
appropriate that we should have
Maulana Saheb's portrait. I am ready
to receive the portrait when given.
Even otherwise, independently, I am
willing myself, on behalf of Parlia-
ment, to put up a portrait there.

As a mark of respect to the memory
of the departed soul, the House will
now stand adjourned and meet again
at 11 AmM. tomorrow

1145 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till

Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the
25th February, 1958.
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Sh.n and the Speaker
made l:fjermm to the passing
away of Maulana Azad,

Minister of Education and
Scientific Research .

The Speaker also made
references to the passing away
of Shri B. Du, who was &
member of the Central Legis-
lative Assembly, Consttuent
Assembly, Provisional Par-
liament and First Lok Sabha

1958.]
Subjret
and of Shri V.M. Obaidullah

who was & member of the
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Thercafter Members stood
in silence for a minute as a
mark of respect and the Lok
Sobha adjourned for the day .

AGENDA FOR TUESDAY,
25TH FEBRUARY. 1958—

Consideration and passing
of the Central Sales Tax
(Amendment) Bill and con-
sideraton of the motion to
refer the Merchant Shipping
Bill to a Joint Committee .



