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tation with the Reserve Bank and in
the context of the general interest
rate structure of gilt-edged market.

(b) No decsion has yet been taken
to revise the existing rates.
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Iron Ore Deposits in West Bengal

5796 [ Shri Subodh Hansda:
" Shri S_ C. Samanta:

Will the Minister of Mines and Fuel
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Geological Survey of India has located
deposits of Iron ore in the District of
Midnapur, West Bengal;

(b) if so0, in which part of Midna-
pur Distriet;
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(c) whether extensive survey has
been undertaken to find out the quan-
tum of deposits; and

(d) whether it has got its commer-
cial importance?

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Mines and Fuel (Shri Hajarnavis):
ta) and (b). lron ore occurrences have
been located at Sarisabasa, Jarma,
Shiarbinda and Chhurimara in the
western part of Midnapur district of
West Bengal.

(c) and (d). The above occurrences
are not extensive and their grade also
does not appear to be superior. Only
a small amount of iron ore has been
found, associated with manganese ore.
Further detailed investigation with
the help of drills is in progress to
assess the potentiality of the manga-
nese ores.
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