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The Deputy Minister in the MinIs-
try of Transport (Shri Mohlnddin): 
(a) There is nO discrimination as such 
against Indian seamen in the matter 
of food, wages, hours of work, by 
foreign employers since Indian ;;ea-
men are 

(i) paid wages for service on !,oth 
Indian and foreign ship.. in 
accordance with the National 
Maritime Board (Indi .. ) 
Agreement and the rates of 
pay for British seamen are 
not suo-motu applicable to 
them; nOr is a comparision 
with thoSe rates strictly ten-
able; and 

(ii) they are supplied with provi-
sions in accordance with the 
scale laid down in the Indian 
articles of agreement. 

(b) Except that the Scindia Steam 
Navigation Co. have a Scheme of 
bonus fOr Home Trade Seamen in 
their pennanent employ, there i,s 
no Bonus scheme applicable to Indian 
seamen. 

(c) TIle hours of work for Ind,an 
seamen are a.o prescribed by the 
National Maritime Board, India where-
as the hours of work for British sea-
men which are more favourable, arE' 
as covered by the Maritime Board 
agreement in U.K. They compare as 
follows:-

Briti.h Seamen: 
H hours in 24 hrs. (Midnight to Mid-

night) Monday to Friday. 

4 hours on Saturday before 12 noon. 

Indi4n Seamen: 
(j) Deck & Engine Room Crew 

Watchkeeper_ 
53 hours per week. 

Day worker~ 
47 hours per week. 

Oi) Saloon Crew 
Cargo vessel_ 
56 hours per week. 
Passenger shill<' 

59. hours per week. 

Australian method of Wheat 
Production 

{ 
Shrt YashpaJ Sia&h: 

·1167. Shri Bhagwat .Jha Azad: 
Shrl Prlya Gupla: 

Will the Minister of "'ood .lId Agri-
culture be pleased to "ta tc: 

(aJ whetiler he visited Australia ill 
April, 1965 to study the productIOn 
ule,hods ot wheat in that country; 

(b) if so, the impres;ion formed by 
him; and 

(e) whether some techniques "'e 
proposed to be applied in Inclia? 

The Minister of Food and Arricul-
ture (Shri C. SubramanlalU): (a) to 
(c). I visited Australia at the Jnvita-
tion of the Government of the Com-
monwealth ot Australia. I met with 
leading personalities in Government 
and visited inter aUa, some of their 
farms and tJheir storage and proc(-s-
sing installations. The purpose of the 
visit was not to study their method 
of production of wheat. But, the Gov· 
ernment ot Australia have IIIready 
shown their wiIlingness to shar. with 
Us and arc sharing their technical ex-
perience in the field. of agncultur". 
animal husbandry etc. These techni-
cal exooanges will continue. 

Jute CuItiv,dllln 

2978. Shri Hlmatsln,ka: Will the 
Minister of Food and A~rlculturc I><> 
pleased to slate: 

(a) whether there is any packag" 
programme for jute cultivalion; and 

(b) if so, the progress made in thi; 
connection? 

The Deputy Mlnmr in the Mini,-
try at Food and Arrlculture (Shri 
Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes. This pro-
gramme has been sanctiolled for five 
selected districts, three in West B.n~~1 
and two in Bihar. 

(b) The conderned State. Govern-
ments are taking nece3sary steps: to 
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implement the programme from the 
current jute SDWing season. 
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