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Price of Molasses

941. Shri Bibhuti Mishra: Will the
Minister of Petroleum and Chemicals
be pleased to state: ’

(a) whether it is a fact that the
price fixed for molasses is 25 paisa
per maund;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
the market price of molasses varies
from Rupees 3 to 8 per maund; and

(¢) if so, whether the Government
contemplate to control the price of
molasses and give the benefit of
higher price of molasses to the
growers?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Chemicals (Shri
Alagesan): (a) The price of molasses
is controlled under the Central Molas-
ses Control Order and State Molasses
Control Acts/Orders as shown in the
statement laid on the Table of the
House. [Placed in Library. See No.
LT-3958/65]. The controlled ceiling
prices of molasses under the Central
Molasses Control Order are as under:

Grade Price

Grade 1 67 paise per 100 Kg.
Grade II 53 paise per 100 Kg.
Grade III 40 paise per 100 Kg.

The controlled ceiling prices under
other Acts/Orders are near about the
same. The controlled ceiling price of
molasses intended for export is
Rs. 6.50 per 100 Kg. F.O.B. Indian port.

(b) The open market price of
molasses is reported to be much more
than the controlled price.

(¢) A proposal for upward revision
of the controlled price of molasses is
under consideration in consultation
with the State Governments. As
molasses is a bye-product of sugar,





