11839 Written Answers

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry
of Commerc: (Shri Shafi Qureshi):

State

Area (in hectares)
{For which i
for extension of hnt::
e
1965-66  1966-67
Awam 4361°99  3840° 7
West Bengal 1981-09 628-00
Tripura . 80'33
Madras . 43208 30798
Kerala . 657° 70 183-68
85-79 11633

Production of Tea

5733. Shrl Hem RBaj: Will the Minis-
ter of Commerce be pleased tp siate
the progress made for bringing new
areas under fea cultivation in different
States and \/njon Territories; State-
wise and Uniun Territory-wise?

The Deputy Minister in the Minjs-
try of Commerge (Shri Shafl Qureshi):
Governments of States and Union
Territories huve been requested to un-
dertake systomatic surveys of areas
suitable for extension of tea cultiva-
tion. There has been some progress
in a few arens as indicated below:—

(i) NEFA—Applications of several
enterpreneur; desirous of opening up
tea plantatior s in this area, with the re-
commendations of the Tea Board there-
on, are undir consideration of the
NEFA Adminlstration.

(ii) Andaman & Nicobar Islands—A
Study Team which investigated the
poseibility of opening up tea cultivation
in these Islands in 1968 recommended
thet long term trials were necessary
helore apy sommsercially hased ~4ea
plantatigns eowld be started. The
matter has arcordingly been taken up
F!t the Chief Commissioner, Andaman

icobar 14/ands.
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\iil) JAMMU—A preliminary inves-
tigation has been carried out by a
Study Team which has recommended
both short and long term trials. The
matter is being considered by the
Jammu and Kashmir Government in
consultation with the Tea Board,
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