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_ Increase in Trade wllh Rupee-paym:nt
Countries

98. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be

: pieased to state :

(a) whether Government have any pro-
wml to increase Trade with the rupee pay-
. mient .countries in View of the American
. thteat to our foreign trade ; and

L / (b) if 0, salient features thereof ?

THE DEYUTY MINISTER IN THE
mim‘] OF° FOREIGN TRADE
‘-@H.RI A. C. GEORGE) : . (a) The poticy
i _Governmeut is to- develop md maxirnise
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trading relations with all countries. In that
context, it is' Government's endeavour to
develop trade with the general currency area
countries including U.S.A. as well as the
rupze payment area countries. The suspen-
sion of U.S. aid could, however, affect the
imports under the U.S. aid programme,

(b) 1t is the declared policy of Govern-
ment to fully expleit the potential offered
for expansion of our trade with the rupee
payment countries. Trade with these coun-
tries has been developing satisfactorily and
Government have under constant review the
possibilities of increasing the volume of
such trade,

Britain’s Advice to India for Association
Agreement with E.x.C.

99. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Wil
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether British Government have
advised India to apply for an association
agreement with the European Economic
Community ; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
A.C. GEORGE) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise,
Loss caused by Floods

100. SHRI PAMPAN GOWDA :
Will the Minister of JRRIGATION AND
POWER be pleascd to state :

(a) the total loss country has suffered
due to floods during the period 1969 to
1971 ;

(b) the loss of crops, hvel, property and
animals, State-wise, during this period ;
and

(c) the steps Government pmpowd ‘to

" take to control the havoc caused by floods ? .
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
POWER (SHRI B.N. KUREEL) : (a) The
damage due to floods during the years 1969
to 1971 was as follows :

() 1969 Rs. 333.31 crores
(i) 1970 Rs. 307.78 crores
@if) 1971 Rs. 631 50 crores

Total : Rs. 127259 crores

(b) Statements show:ng damage to crops,
houses, cattle, human lives and public uti-
lities during the years 1969, 1970 and 1971
are laid on the Table of the House. (Placed
in Library See No LT-1405/72]

(c) Measures such as construction of
embankments, raising and strengthening of
existing embankments, construction of draj-
nage channels, river training works, town
protection works and reservoirs with floods
moderation have been undertaken in the
various States for reducing damage caused
by floods The works carried out so far
include construction of 7287 km. of em-
bankments, 10150 km of drainage channel,
197 town protection schemes and rasing
4585 villages. These have benefitted 63
lakh hectares. Symilar measures are bemng
continued, It has also becn suggested to
the State Governments of Bihar, Orissa,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal where most
of the flood damage takes place to imple-
ment, as quickly as possible. Some priority
flood control works drawn up on the basis
of enperience of floods in the last three
years which will help in reducing the annual
recurring damage considerably.

Cost of Irrigation Projects uader
Construction

101. SHRI N.E. HORO : Will the
Minister of IRRIGATION AND POWER
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the actual expenditure on
certain irrigation projects under various
stages of construction has exceeded the
original estimates; and

(b) if so, the suggestions which the
Central Government have put forward fo
the States concerned in this regard ?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF JRRIGATION AND
POWER (SHRI B.N. KUREEL) : (a) Yes;
Sir.

(b) The State Governments have been
advised to provide maximum possible
allocations for completing the continuing
schemes on which appreciable progress has
already been made. An expert committee
has aiso been set up to go into the reasons
for rise in estimated cost of projects leading
1o their frequent revision and recommend
measuses for more realstic preparation of
project reports and estimates, and suggest
mprovements m the present system of
implementation of projects to ensure their
completion within sanctioned estimated costs
and according to scheduled programmes of
completion.

Complaints Re. Supply of Railway
Wagons to industrial
Establishments

102, SHRI N SHIVAPPA : Will the
Munister of RAILWAYS to state :

(a) whether complaints have been
received from Industrial Establishments in
various states regarding difficulties caused to
them due to want of timely supply of
Railway wagons for transporation of their
products;

(b) if so, whether Government have
inquired into such complaints; and

(¢) the steps taken by Government im
this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) Yes,
some complaints were received on the

subject.

(b) Yes. Temporary difficulties had been
due to hold up of a large number of wa-
ogns in the Eastern Sector of the country
due to various anti-social activities and
extensive breaches on North Eastern and
Northeast Frontier Railways as also due to
deployment of a large number of wagons
for transport of foodgrains and other essen-
tial goods for million of refugees and heavy

Defence moves,





