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Use of Power Tillers

5656. SHRI VENUGOPAIL GOUN-
DER: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of farmerg using
power tillers in India and in Tamil
Nadu during the last three years;
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(b) whether there is increase in
demand of power tillers;

(c) the steps taken to provide for
its increased use; angd

(d) the bottlenecks in implementing
the Scheme if any and the corrective
action taken?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a) As
per Livestocks Census 1972, there were
17,200 power tillers in use in India.
Taking into consideration the distri-
bution of power tillers out of indi-
genous production, power tillers in
use in India are estimated as 22,010
for 1974-75, 24,197 for 1975-76 and
25896 for 1976-77. On the above
basis, the number of power tillers in
use in Tamil Nadu is estimated as
2,106 for 1974-75. 2,494 for 1975-76
and 2,733 for 1976-77.

(b) The production and sale of
power tillers show that there is a de-
crease in the demand.

(¢) The power tillers currenily
manufactured in the country are
marketed with rotovators, ploughs,
cultivators, ridgers, trailers etc. These
are also being used for spraying,
pumping, levelling. seeding with suit-
able attachments. Efforts are being
made by the manufacturers and re-
search institutions to develop new
implements and attachments.

(d) The major bottleneck in the
increased use and -doption is the
relatively high cost of power tillers.
The steps taken by the Government
in cost reduction and popularisation
are;: —

(i) Power iillers have been exem-
pted from excise duty of 1 per cent.

(ii) Efforts are being made to
reduce the cost of power tillers
through standardisation of power
tiller components/parts.

(iii) The State Agricultural Uni-
versities, State Departments of
Agriculture and the Agro Industries
Corporations are promoting the use
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of power tillers through demons-
trations etc.

(iv) Medium and long term loans
are provided to farmers for pur-
chase of power tillers.

Agro-Service Centre

5657. SHRI VENUGOPAL GOUN-
DER: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state:

(a) the functions of the Apgro-Ser-
vice centres;

(b) the number of Centres which
have been set up in various States in-
cluding Tamil Nadu;

(c) the number of youngmen with
technrica] back ground employeq in
the centres in various States including
Tamil Nadu; and

(d) the results of the evaluation of
the performance by these centres?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
The functions of the Agro Service
Centres are to provide integrated ser-
vices and supplies in the rural areas,
depending upon the local needs. The
main objectives are:—

(i) To provide self-employment
oppotrunities to technical personnel.

(ii) To provide vital technical
services to the farming community
in the rural areas.

(b) As on 30-6-1977, 2910 centres
have been set up in the various States
out of which 64 centres have heen
closed, 180 centres have been estab-
lished in Tamil Nadu.

(¢) The number of youngmen with
technical background employed in
Agro Service Centres in Tamil Nadu
as on 30th June, 1977 is indicated
below:—

(1) Degree in Engineering 87

(2) Post Degree in Engi-
neering 3





