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Jects taken up during the various plan
periods, the' irrigated area increaged
to 17.6 lakh hectares i.e. it has nearly
doubled at the end of ‘the ¥ourih
Plan—which is about 9 per cent of
the , totpl cxopped area in the State.
The Fifth Plan envisages irrigating
additional area of 7.65 lakh hectares
increasing the _total ~area under irri-
gation of 25.35 lakh hectares i.e.
trebling the area under irrigafion in
the pre-Plan period.

At the commencement of the Plan,
the total irrigated area in the coun-
try was 22.6 million hectares which
is expected to increase to about 54
million hectares by the end of the
Fifth Plan which is less than 23} times
.of the pre-Plan area.

The ultimate irrigation potential of
Maharashtra through major, medium
.and minor irrigation schemes has
been assessed at 64 lakh hectares
which is about 33 per cent of the
.cropped area. The State Government
has been given high priority to irri-
gation development.
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