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THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BRIJ LAL .VERMA):
No, Sir. The calls .from Bombay to
Poona are considered as trunk calls.

“l_gdo qlx-an Talks on Rail Link

3486. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Wil
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been talk bet-
ween the Prime Minister of India and
Shah of Iran regarding the rail link
between India and Iran; and

(b) if so, the details regarding the
decision taken thereat?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJ] DESAI): (a) and (b). India
and Iran are already cooperating in
the field of railways. The recent .lis-
cussions between the Privne Minister of
India and the Shahanshal of Iran at
Tehran were wide ranging and cover-
ed expansion in the field of railway
coaperation with a view to ultimalely
develop and overland route linking the
Indian sub-continent with Iran. The
various aspects of the issue are under
consideration of the two governments.

Tripa.rute Conference for Determi-
ning Allocable Surplus

3487, SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRI-
SHNAN. Will the Minister of PARIIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government would
soon call for a tripartite conference
between labour, employers anqd Gov-
ernment to discuss and recommend
amendments in the existing formula
for determining the allocable sur-
plus; and

(b) if so, the facts thereof?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND LABOUR (SHR1
RAVINDRA VARMA!: (a) and (B).
There {8 no proposal to call a tripartite
conference to discuss this issue.

JULY 14, 1877

Written Answers 68

Mini Steel Plants

3488. SHRI M. KALYANA-
SUNDARAM; Will the Minister of
STEEL AND MINES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the production in all
mini gteel plantg in Uttar Pradesh
has come to g grinding halt due to
the 100 per cent power cut imposed
by the U. P. State Electricity Board;

(b) if so, the details ot the produc-
tion loss incurred by this power cut;
and

(c) the immediate steps being taken
to restore the power supply?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRTI BIJU PATNAIK): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) The production loss in the last
three months was reported to be ahout
60,000 tonnes.

(¢) The matter had been taken up
with the U.P, State Electricity Board
and power is now being supplied to
the mini steel plants from 9.00 F.M.
to 6.00°A.M. with effect from the night
of the 10th July, 1977,

Extension after retirement given
in Ministry of External Affairs

3490, SHRI YADVENDRA DUTT:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) how many Fareign Service
Ambassadors of India have been
given extension after their retire-
ment by the Government of India
during the last 3 years; and

{b) how many Secretaries, Addi-
tional Secretaries, Joint Secretaries
and Directors in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs have been granteqd ex-
tension after retirement during the
last 8 years?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESA]): (a) Eight Foreign
Service officers who were or are serv-
ing as Heads of Mission abroad were
given such extensions.
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¢b) The position with regard to these
categories is ag follows:— .

Secretaries ; 2
Addl, Secretaries: Nil
Joint Secretaries Nil
Directors: 3
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\ oluntary Sterilisation

3492, DR. BAPU KALDATY: Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state the number of voluntarily eifecteq

. oteriliation cases during April and

uay 19777
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THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHR1 RAJ
NARAIN): The number of voluntary
sterilizations performed during April
and May 198717, aecording to the -infor-
mation so far -available, is 90,328.
Instructions have been issued on 28th
March 1977 that family planning should
be purely on a voluntary basis and
that there is no place for compulsion or
coercion.

Reduction in Aid to Bangladesh

3493. SHR] R. V. SWAMINATHAN:
SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleasad to state:

(a) whether India has reduced
aid to Bangladesh this year;

(b) if so, the amount of aid given
to Bangladesh uptil now;

(¢) the reasons for the reduction
in aid; and

(d) whether the reduction in aid
will harm the relation between the
two countries?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHR1
MORARJI DESAI): (a) tc (c). Since
the emergence of Bangladesh as é&n
independent country in December,
1971, India has given goverrment-to-
government assistance in the shape of
grants and credits totalling Rs, '233.02
crores upto 31st March 1976. There-
after no fresh government assistance
has been committeq to Bangladesh}
therefore there is no question of re-
duction in our aid to that country dure
ing this year. However, goods are
continuing to be supplied to Bangla=
desh against grants/credits committed
earlier.

(d) Does not arise.





