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on the occasion of elections to
Legislative Assemblies and the
Delhi Metropolitan Council.

(vi) Presentation of divergent view-
points in AIR programmes by
political personalities, journal-
ists, academicians and other in-
tellectuals, etc,

(b) and (c). The Government is
proposing to set-up a Group of offi-
cials and non-officials to prepare a
Working Paper for suggesting recom-
mendations on the grant of autonomy
to Akashvani and Doordarshan. The
related matters can be decided only
after the report of the proposed
Group is received by the Govern-
ment.
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Damage to Badarpur Therma] Power
Station

414, SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA:
Will the Minister of ENERGY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government of India
have received reports thay shoddy
overhauling of units and unwillingness
to suspend power generation for vital
minor repairs due to political compul-
siong before the Lok Sabha poll have
resulted in all three 100 megawatt
units at the Badarpur Thermal Power
Station packing up;

(b) estimated cost of repairs to this
Station; and

(c) whether any inquiry has since
been ordered?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a)
to (c) A Committee is looking into
the causes which led to the failure of
Unit No. 2 of Badarpur Thermal
Power Station in January, 1977. This
Unit had undergone extensive capi-
tal maintenance in the months of
August-October, 1976.

Reports have also been received
from the Project authorities about
failure of Unit No. 3 in the month of
April, 1977. These reports are under
examination which involve metallur-
gical investigations.

Unit No. 1 was on forced cititage®
for about 7 days in the month of May
due to failure of thrust pads. The re-
pair work wag carried out expedi-
tiously and the Unit is continuously
in service since then,

The estimatedq cost of repairs has
not been indicated by Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited as yet. They have,
however, taken up the repair work at
their factory in Hardwar on Unit Nos.
2 ang 3 and work on both of them is
in progress.





